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PREFACE.

B n it e

.

. :
rI HE first of the following letters is so well
adapted an introduction to the rest, that to

trouble the reader with a long preface would
be quite needless- and impertinent. I will,
therefore, detain him from entering upon the
delightful and instructive relation which the
following sheets present him with, little long-
er, than while T assure him that the narrative
is quite genuine, and that the following let-
ters were written to me at my request. Some
verbal relation of the facts awakened my curi~
osity to see a more connected account of them,
which the author very obligingly consented
to, having, at that time, no intention of its
being made public.—Dut the repeated solici-
tations of friends have at last prevailed ; and,
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indeed, the publication is the more needful,
as several imperfect copies have been handed
about, and there has been cause to think
some surreptitious edition might steal through
the press into the hands of the public. °

I have, therefore, with consent of the au-
thor, now sent these letters abroad in their
original form. They were written in haste,
as letters of fiiendship, to gratify imy curios
sity ; but the style, as well as the narrative
itself is so plain and easy, that corrections
were thought needless. I can only add my
best wishes, that the great truths they contain
may prove as édifying, as the facts are strik-
ing and entertaining.

T. HAWEIS.
Aldwinckle, August, 1764,



- LETTER 1.
ooy )
Rewrmd and dear Sir.
P :
MAKE no doubt but you have at times
had pleasing reflections upon that promise
made to the Israelites, Deut. viii. 2. They
were then in the .wilderness, surrounded with
difficulties, which were greatly aggravated
by their own distrust and perverseness :~they
had experienced a variety of dispensations,
the design of which they could not as yet un-
derstand ; they frequently lost sight of God’s
gracious purposes in their favor, and were
much dxscouraged by reason of the way. To
compose and animate their minds, Moses
here. suggests to them, that there was a fu-
ture happy time drawing near, when their
journey and warfare should be finished ; that
they should soon be put in possession of the
promised land, and have rest from all their
fears and troubles; and then it would give
them pleasure to look back upon what they.
now found so uneasy to bear—< Thou shalt
¢ remember all the way, by which the Lord
“ thy God led thee through this wxldemesq o
A2
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But the importance and corafort of these
words are still greater, if we consider them in
a spiritual sense, as addressed to all who are
passingthrough the wilderness of this world to
a heavenly Canaan who by faith in the pro-
mises and power of God are secking an eter-
nal rest in that kmgdom which cannot be sha-
ken. The hope of that glorious inheritance,
ingpires us with some degree of courage and
zeal to press forward, towhere Jesus has
already entered as our forerunnet' and when
‘our eyes are fixed upon him, we'dre more
than conquerors over all, that ‘would With-
stand our progress. But ve'hdve not yet at-
tained ; weistill feel the infirmites of a fallen

ature thr OU'rh the remams of lgnorance
“and unbehef we often mistake the* Lord’s
dealmgs with us, and are ready to complain,
when, if we knew all, we should! rat'her re-
]on.e. Butto us likewise theré is a time cdm-
mg, when our warfare shall be ‘Lccomphshed
our views enlirged, a.nd our l1ght increased :
then with what transports of adoration and
love shall we look back upon “the way, by
wiich the Lord led us! we shall then see
and acknowledge, ‘that merc y “and goodness
_directed every step ; we sh.ll see, t ?at“\}vh’at
our zgnorance once cal'zd adversities dnd
evils, were in re'thty btessmgs, which” we
could not have done wel wzthout : that no-
thing befel us without a cause 3 that no trou-

v
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“ble tame upon ‘us sooner, or pressed us more
“heavily; or continued ‘longer,” than-our case
"‘requlred : in'a’ word, that our many  afflic-
“tions were ‘each in" their place among the
“miedhs eriployed by divine grace and wis-
dom, to bring us to the possession of ‘that
exceeding and eternal weight of glory, which
“the Lord has prepared for his people. And
“éven i1 this 1mperfect stdte, though we are
“seldomn dble to judge’ nght of our present cir-
- cumstinces, ‘yet if welook upon the years
* of ‘otir‘past life, and compare the dispensa-
“fiens we havé Been brought through, with tite
frame of “our minds under each successive pe-
riod 3 if ‘we“consider, how wonderfully one
" thing 'has been conneeted with another ; so
“‘that, what we now number : among our grea.t-
“est advantages, ‘pérhaps, took their first rise
“from incidents’ whith we ‘thought hardly
“worth our netice : and that we have some-
'times escaped the greatest dangers, that threat-
‘ened us, not by any wisdom or foresxght of our
“bwn, but by the intérvention of circumstan-
“¢es, which'we neither "desired or thought of
—1I'say, when we compare and consider these
thmgs by the light afforded us in the holy
" scripture, we may collect judisputable proof,
“from " the narrow circle of our owa concerns,
that the wise and good providence of God
watches over his people from the earliest mo-
“¥ient oF their life, 6ver-riiles and guards them
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through all their wanderings in a state of ig-
norance, leads them in a way that they know
not, till atlength his providence and grace
concurin those events and impressions, which
bring them to the knowledge of him and
themselves.

I am persuaded that every believer will,
upon-due reflection, sec enough in his own
case to confirm this remark ; but not allin the
same degree. The outward circumstance of
many have been uniform, they have known
but little variety .in life; and with respect to
their inward change, it has been effected ina
secret way, unnoticed by others, and al-
most unperceived by themselves.—The Lord
has spoken to them, not in thunder and
tempest, but with a still small voice he has
drawn them gradually to himself ; so that,
though they have a happy assurance 'of the
thing, that they know and love him, and are
passed from death unto life ; yet of the pre-
cise time and manner, they can give little ac.
count. Others he seems to select, in order to
shew the exceeding riches of his grace, and
the greatness of his mighty -power: he suf.
fers the natural rebellion and wickedness of
their hearts to have full scope ; while sinners
of less note are cut off with little warning,
these are spared, though sinning with a high
hand, and as it were studying their own de-
struction. At length, when all that knew
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them are perhaps expecting to hear, that they
are made signal instances of divine vengeance,
the Lord .(whose thoughts are high above
ours, as the heavens are higher than the earth)
is pleased to pluck themn as-brands out- of the
fire, and to make them monuments of his
mercy, for the encouragement. of others :
they are, beyond expectation, convinced, and

‘changed. A case of this sort indicates a di-

vine power no less than the creation of the
world ¢ it'is evidently the Liord’s doing, and
it is marvellous in the eyes of all those, who
gre not blinded by prejudice and unbelief.
Such was the persecuting 8aul: his heart
was full'of enmity against Jesus of Nazareth,
and therefore he persecuted and made havoe
of his disciples. ~He had been a terror to the
church of Jerusalem, and was going to Da-
mascus with the’ same views—FHe was yet
breathing out . threatenings and - slaughter
against all that loved the Y.ord Jesus—He
thoughst little'of the mischief he had hitherto
done-—He was engaged for the suppression of

-the whole sect j and hurrying from house to

house, from place to place, he carried me-
naces in his look, and repedited threatenings
with every breath., Such was his spirit and
temper, when the Lord Jesus, whom he
hated and opposed, checked him in the height
of hisrage, called this bitter persecutor to
the honor of an ‘apostle, and inspired him
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" with great zeal and earnestness, 'to preach
that faith, which he so lately destroyed.

Nor are we without remarkable displays of
the same sovereign eflicacious grace in our
own times—JI may particularly mention the
mstance of the late colonel Gardner. If any
real satisfaction could be found in a sinful
course, he would have met with it 3 for he
pursued the experiment with all possible ad-
vantages—He was habituated to evil; and
many uncommon, almost miraculous deliver-
ances, made no impression upon him. Yet be
likewise was made willing in the day of God’s
power : and the bright example of his life,
illustrated and diffused by the account of him,
published since his death, has afforded an oc-
casion of much praise to God, and much
comfort to his people.

After the mention of such names, can you
permit me, sir, to add my own ? If I do, it
must be with a very humbling distinction.
These once eminent sinners proved eminent
christians : much had been forgiven them,
therefore they loved much. St. Paul could
say, * The grace bestowed upon me was net
“in vain; for I labored more abundantly
¢ than they all.” Colonel Gardner likewise
was as a city set upon a hill, a burning and
a shining light 5 the manner of his conversion
was hardly more singular than the whole
rourse of his conversation from that time tn
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his death. Here, -alas, the parallel greatly
fails 1 it has not been thus' with me—1I must,

- take deserved shame to myself, that 1 have

made very unspitable returns for what Lhave -
received. But if the question 4s only comn-
cerning the patience and long sufferings of
God, the wonderful interposition of his pro-
vidence in favor of an unworthy 'sinner, the
power of his grace in softening the hardest
heart, and the riches of his mercy in pardon-

" ing the mogt enormous and aggravated trans-

gressions ; in these respects, I know no- case
more extraordinary than my own. And in-
deed more persons, to whom I have related
my story, have thought it worthy of being
preserved. ‘ ‘
I never gave any succinct account in writ-
ing, of the Lord’s dealing with me, till very
lately ; for I was deterred, on the one” hand
by the great difficulty of writing properly
where self is concerned ; on the other, by the
ill use which persons of corrupt and perverse
minds are often known to make of such.in-
stances. . The Psalmist reminds us that' a
reserve in these things is proper, when he
says, *. Come unto me, all you that fear God, -
« and I will tell you what ‘he hath Jone for
“my soul;” and our Lord cautions us not
to “ cast our pearls before swine.”” The pearls
of a christian are, pérhaps, his choice expe-

“ viences of the Lord’s power and love in the
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concerns of his soul ; and these should not be
at all adventures made public, lest ‘we give
occasion’to earthly and groveling souls, to
protane what they cannot understand. These -
were the chisf reasons of my "backwardness;
but a few week since, I yielded to the judg-.
ment and request of:a much respected friend,
and sent him a relation at large, in a series of
eight letters. The event has been, what I
little expected ; I wrote to one person, but
my letters have fallen into many hands : a-
mongst others, I find they have reached your
notice, and instead of blaming me for being
too tedious and circhimstantial, which was the
fault, I feared, I had committed, you are
‘pleased to desire a still more distinct. detail.
As you and others of my friends apprehend
my compliance with this request may be at-
tended with some good effect, may promote
the pleasing work of praise to our adorable
Redeemer, or confirm the faith of some or
other of his people, I am willing to obey :
I give up my own reasonings upon the inex-
pediency of so inconsiderable a person as my-
self, adventuring in so public a point of view. .
If God may be glorified on my behalf, and
hisschildren in any measure comforted or in-
structed, by what 1 have to declare of his
goodness, I shall be satisfied : and am content
to leaye all other possible consequences of this
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undertaking in his hands, who does all things
well.. : oo c

I must again have recoursé to my memory,
as I retained no copies of the letters you saw,
So far as1 can recollect of what I then wrote,
I will relate, but shall not affect a needless
variety of phrase and manner, merely because
those have beem already perused by many.
I may, perhaps, in some places, when repeat-
ing the same facts, express myself in nearly
the same words : yet I propose, according to
your desire, to make this relation more expli-
cit and particular than the former, especially
towavds the close, which I wound up hastily,
lest my friend should be wearied. I hope

” you will likewise excuse‘me, if I do not strict-
ly confine myself to narfation, but now and
then intersperse such reflections as may offer,
while I am writing : and though you have
signified your intentions of communicating
what I send you to others, I must niot, on this
account, affect @ conciseness and correctness,
which is'not my natural talent, lest the whole
should appear dry and constrained. I shall
sherefore (if possible) think only of you, and
write with that confidence and freedom, which
your {riendship-and candor deserve. This
sheet-may stand as a preface; and I purpose,
as far as I can, to ‘intermit many other en-
gagements, until I have completed the task
you have assigned me. In the mean time, {

- B
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entreat the assistance of your prayers that i

'this, and all my poor attempts, I may have

a single eye to his glory, who was pleased to

- call me out of horrid darkness into the mar-

velous light of his gospel. I am, with sin-
sincere respect, ‘ ‘
dear sir, :

Your obliged and affectionate servant.

January 12, 1768.

* LETTER IL.

Reverend Sir,

CAN sometimes feel a pleasure in repedt~

ing the grateful acknowledgment of Da-
vid, ¢ O Lord, I am thy servant, the son of
“thy handmaid ; thou hastloosed my bands.”
The tender mercies of God towards me,
were manifest in the first moment of my life
—1 was born as it were in his house, and de-
dicated to him in my infancy. My mother
(as I have heard from many) was a pious ex-,
perienced christian ; she was a dissenter, in
communion with the late Dr. Jennings. X
was her only child, and as she was of a weak
constitution and 2 retired temper, almost her -
whole employment was the care ¢f my educa-
tien. I bave some faint semembrance of he
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care and instructions.” At 3 time when 1
could not be more than three years of age,
she herself taught me Erglish, and with so
much success, as I had something of a for-
ward turn, that when I'was four years old,
I could read with propriety in any common
book that offered. She stored my memory,
which wasthen very retentive, with many va-
luable pieces; chapters, and portions of ‘scrip-
ture, 'catechisms, hymns, and poems. My
temper, at that time, seemed quite suitable to
her wishes : I had little inclination to the noisy
sports of children, but was best pleased when
in her company, and always as willing tolearn
as she was to teach me. How far the best
education may fall short of reaching the
heart, will strongly appear in the sequel of my
history : yet, I think, for the encouragement
of pious parents to go on in the good way,
of doing their part faithfully to form their
children’s minds, I may properly propose my-
self as an instance. ‘Though .in process of
time I sinned away all the advantages of these
- early impressions, yet they were for a great
while a restraint upon me ; they returned
again and again, and it was very long.before
I could wholly shake them off ; and when
the Lord at length opened my eyes, I found
a greaf benefit from the recollection of them.
Further, my dear mother, bedides the pains
she took with me, often commended me with



16 LIFE OF ;

many prayers and tears to God ; and I doubt
qot but I reap the fruits of these prayers to
this hour.

My mother observed my early progress
with peculiar pleasure, and intenfled ifrom
the first to bring me up with a view to the
ministry, if the Lord should so incline my
heart. In my sixth year I begap to learn
Latin ; but before I had time to know much
about it, the intended plan of my education
was broke short. The Lord’s designs were
far beyond the views of an earthly parent:
he was pleased to reserve me for an unusual
proof of his patience, providence, and grace ;
and therefore over-ruled the purpose of my
friends, by depriving me of this excellent
parent, when I was something under seven
years old. I was born the 24th of July, 1725,
and she died the 11th of that month, 1732.

My father was then at sea, (he was a com-
mander in the Mediterranean trade at that
time : ). he came home the following year, and
soon after married again. Thus I passed into

. different hands, 1 was well treated in all
other respects ; but the loss of my mother’s
instructions was not repaired. I was now
permitted to mingle with careless and profane
children, and soon began to learn their ways.
Soon after my father’s marriage, I was scnt
to a boardingschool in Essex; where the
imprudent severity of the master almost broke
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my spitit and. relish for books. With him I
“forgot- the first principles and rulesof arith-
“meti¢, which my mother had taught me years
before. - I'staid there two years: in the last of

the two, a new usher coming, who observed

and suited my temper, I took to. the Latin
with. great  eagerness ; 50 that before I was
teh years old, I grached and maintained the
first post™in the second- class, *which in that

school read Tully and Virgil." I believe, I

was pushed forward too fast, and therefore

not being grounded, I coon lost all I had
learnt, (for I left school in my’ tenth yeat)
and when I long afterwards undertook the

Latin language from books, I think, I had

little if any advantage from what I had learnt

hefore. ‘ ’

My father’s second marriage was from a
family in Essex ; and when I was eleven years
old, he took me with him to sea. He was.
2 man of remarkable good sense, and great
knowledge of the world ; he took great care
of my morals, but could not supply my mo-
ther’s part. Having been educated himself
in Spain, he always observed an air of distance
and severity in his carriage, which over-awed
and discouraged my spirit. I was al%ays in
fear when before Kim, and therefore he had
fess influence.  From that time to the year
1742, I made several voyages, bat with consi- -
derable intervals between, which were chiefly

- B 2
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spént inthe country, excepting a few manthsg
in my fifteenth year, whenl was placed upon
a very advantageous prospect at Alicantin
Spain; but my unsettled behavior and  fm-
patience of restraint rendered that design
abortive, ’ v
In this peried, my temper and conduct
were exceedingly various. At school, er saon
after, I had little concern about religion, and
easily received very ill impressions. But I
was often disturbed with convictions 3 I was
fond of reading from a child ; among other
books, Burnet’s Christian Oratory often came
in my way ; and though I understoad but
little of it, the course of life therein recom-
mended appeared very desirable, ard I was
inclined to attempt it. I began to pray, to
read the scriptures, and to keep a sert of dia-
ry ; I was presently religions in my owneyes;
butalas! this seeming goodness had no sqlid
“foundation, but passed away like a morning
cloud, or the early dew. I was soon weary,
gradually gave it up, and became worse than
before : instead of prayer, I learned to cursg
and blaspheme, and was exceedingly wicked,
when from under my parents’ view. Allthis
was before [ was twelve years old.  About
that time I had a dangerows full from a horse;
I was thrown I believe within a few inches
of 'a hedgerow nearly cut dow; I got no
hurt; but ceuld not avoid taking notice of
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a gracious providence in my:deliverance ; for
had -1 fell upon ‘thestakes, I had inevitably
been killed : my <onscience suggested to me
the ‘dreadfil consequences, if in sach a state
I had been summoned to appear before God. -
A presently broke off {rom my profane prac-
tices, and appeared quite altered ; but it was
not loag “before I declined again. 'These
struggles between sin and conscience were of-
ten repeated 3 but the consequence was, that
every relapse sunk ‘me into still greater depths
of wickedness.” I svas once roused by the loss
of an intimate companion. - We had agreed
to gé on bodrd a man of war (I think it was.
ona Sunday ;) but I providentially came too
late ; the boat was overset, and he and seve-
ral others were drowned. I was invited to
the funeral of my play-fellow, and was ex-
ceedingly affected, that.by a delay of a few
minutes (which had much displeased and an-
gered me, till I saw the event) my life had®
been preserved. - However this likewise was
soon forgot. At another time the perusal of
the Family Instructor put me upon a partial
. and transient reformation. In brief, though
1 cannot distinctly relate particulars, I think,
I took up and laid aside 2 religious profession
three or four different times before I was six-
teen years.of age: but all this while my heart
o was insincere. I often saw a necessity of re-
digion as a means of escaping hell ; but I lov-
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ed sin, and was unwilling to forsake it. - In-
_stances of this, I can remember, were frequent
in the midst of all my forms; I was so
stfangely blind ‘and stupid, that sometimes
when I have been determined upon things,
which I knew were sinful, and contrary to my
duty, I could not go on quietly, till I had first
dispatched my ordinary task of prayer, in,
which I have grudged every moment of my
time 3 and when this was finished, and con-
science was in some measure pacified, I could
rush into folly with little remorse.. o
My last reform was the most remarkable
both for degree and continuance. - Of this
period,, at least some part of it, I may say in
the apostle’s wongs, « After the strictest sect
s of our religion, Ilived a pharisée.”” T did,
every thing that might be expected from a
person entirely ignorant of God’s righteous- -
ness, and desirous to establish his own. 1
" spent the greatest part of every day in reading
the scriptures, meditation, and prayer ; I fast-
ed often; I even abstained from all animal
food for three months; I would hardly' an-
swer a question for fear of speaking an. idle
word. I seemed to bemoan my former mis-
carriage very earnestly, sometimes with tears.
In short I became an ascetic, and endeavor-
ed so far as my situation would permit, to re-
nounce society that I might avoid temptation.
I continued in this sertcus mood (I cannot
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give it a higher title Jfor'more than two years
without any . covsiderable brezking off.  But
it was a poor religion; it left me in many re-
spects under the power of sin, and so far as it
prevailed; only tendgd to make me gloomy,
stupid, unsociable, and useless,

Such was the frame of my mind when I be-
eame acquanted with lord Shaftesbury. I saw
the 2d vol. of his Characjgristics, in a petty
shop at Middleburg in Hollands ~ The title
allured me to buy it, ‘and the stile and man-
ner gave me great pleasure in reading, especi-
ally the second piece, which his lordship
with gheat propriety has entitled a Rhapsody.

- Nothing could be more suited to the romantic
turn o? my mind, than the address of this
pompous declamation ; of the design and'ten-
dency I wasnot aware 5 I thought the author
a most religious person, and that I had-only to
follow him and ‘be happy.  Thus with fine
words and fair speeches, my simple heart was
beguiled. 'This book wasalways in my hand ;
b read it till X could very nearly repeat the
Rhapsody verbatim from beginning to end.
No immediate effect followed, but it operated
like a slow poison, ‘and prepared the way for
all that followed. - '

This letter brings my history down to De.
eember, 1742. I was then lately returnéd
from a voyage, and my father not intending
for the sea again, was thinking how to settle
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me in the world ; but Thad little life or spi-
rit for business : I knew but little of men or
things. ‘I was fond of a visionary scheme or
a contemplative life ? a medley of religion,
philosophy and indolence, and was quite averse
to the thoughts of an’industrious applica-
tion to business. At length a merchant in
Liverpool, an intimate friend of my father,
(to whom as the instrument of God’s good-
ness I have since béén chiefly indebted for all
my earthly comforts) proposed to send me
some vears to Jamaica, and to charge him-
self with the care of my future fortune. I con-
sented to this and every thing was prepared
for my voyage. I was upon the point of set-
ting out the following week. In the mean
time, my father sent me on some business to
a place a few miles beyond Maidstone in Kent,
and this little journey which was to have only
been for three or four days, occasioned a sud-
den and remarkable turn which roused me
from the habitual indolence I had tontracted,
and gave rise to the series of uncommon dis-
pensations of which you desire a particular
account. So true it is, “that the way of man
isnot in himself ; it is not in man that walketh
to direct his step.”
' I am affectionately
Your’s in the best bonds.
January, 13 1763,
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LETTER IIT.
Deéar Sir,
FEW days before my intended journey
A into_Kent, I received an invitation to
visit a family in that country—They were dis-
tant relations, but véry intimate friends of my
dear ‘mother : she died in their house ; but a
‘coolness took place upon my father’s second
marriage, and I had heard nothing of them -
for many years.- As my road lay within half
a mile of their house, I obtained my father’s
leave to call on them. I was however very
indifferent about it, dnd sometimes thought of
pussing on : however I went; I was known at-
first sight, before I could tell my name, and
met with the kindest reception, as the child of
a dear deceased friend. - My friends had two
daughters—the eldest (as I understood some
years afterwards) had been oftén considered
by her motheér and mine, as a future wife for
me from the time of her birth. I know indeed,
that intimate friends often amuse themselves
with such distant prospects for their children,
and that they miscirry much oftener than suc-
¢eed. 1do notsay that my mother predicted '
what was to happen, yet there was something
temarkable in the manner of its taking place. -
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An infercourse between the two familes had
been long broken off ; I was going into a fo-
reign country, and only called to pay a hasty. .
visit ; and this I should not have thought of,
but for a message just received at Lhat crists,
(for T had not been invited at any time before.)
"Thus the circumstances were precarious in the
highest degree, and the event was as €xtraordi-
nary. Almost dt the first sight of this girl
{for she was then under fourteen) I was im-
pressed with an affection for her, which never
abated or lost its influence a single moment
in my heart from that hour. In degree, it
“actually-equalled all that the writers of ro-
mance have imagined ; in duration, it was
unalterable. Isoon lostall sense of religion,
and became deaf to the remonstrances of con-
scierice and pradence ; but my regard for her
was always the same ; and I may perhaps ven-
ture to say, that none of the scenes of misery
and wickedness, I afterward experienced, ever:
banished her a single hour, fromuny waking
thoughts for the seven following years.

Give me leave, sir, to refiect a little upor:
#his unexpected incident, and to consider its.
influence upon my future life, and how far it
was subservient to the Views of divine provi-
dence concerning me, which seem to have
been two-fold: that by being given up, for
awhile, to the consequences of my owa wil-
fittuess, end ofterwards reclaimed by a high
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hand, my case, so far as it should be known,
might be both 3 warming and enconragement
to others. - R

In the first place, hardly any thing less.
than this violent and commanding passion
would have been sufficient to awaken me from -
the dull melancholy habit I had contracted.
I wasalmost 2 misanthrope, notwithstanding I
so much. admired: the pictures ‘of virtue and
benevolence as drawn by lord Shaftesbury :
but now my reluctance to active life was over-
powered at,once, and I was willing to be or
to do any thing which might subserve the ac-
complishment of my wishes at some future
time. o

Farther, when I afterwards made shipwreck
of faith, hope, and conscience, my love to this
person was the only remaining principle,

. which in any degtee supplied their place ; and

the bare possibility of seeing her again was
the only present and obvious means of re-
straining me from the most horrid designs
against myself and others. .

But then the ill effect it brought upon me 4,
counterbalanced these advantages. The inter-
val, usually stiled the time of courtship, is
indeed a pleasing part of life, where there is
2 mutual affection, the consent of fiiends, a
reasonable prospect as to settlement, and the
whole is conducted in a prudential manner,
and in subordination to the will and fear ef

o

%
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God. When things are thus situated, it is
a blessing to be susceptive of .the tender pas-
sions ; but whenthese concomitants are want-
ing, what we call love is the most tormenting
passion in itself, and the most destructive in
its consequences, that can be named. And
they were all wanting in my case. I durst not
mention to her friends, or to my own, nor in-
deed for 'a considerable time to herself, as I
could make no proposals : it remained as a
dark fire, locked up in my own breast, which
gavé me a constant unéasiness. By introduc-
ing an idolatrous regard to a creature, it great-
ly weakened my sense of religion, and made
farther way for the entrance of infidel princi-
ples: and though it seemed to promise great
things, 4s an incentive to diligence and activi-
ty in life; in reality, it performed nothing.
I often formed mighty projects in my mind,
of what I would willingly do or suffer, for
the sake of her Lloved ; yet, while I could
have her company, I was incapable of forcing
myself away, to improve opportunities that
offered. - Still less could it do in regulating
my manners. It did not prevent me from en-
gaging in a-long train of excess and riot, ut-
terly unworthy the lhonorable pretensions 1
bad formed. . And though, through the
wonderful interposition of divine goodaess,
the maze-of my follies was at'length unravel-
led, and mv wishes crowned in such a mannes
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as overpaid my sufferings. 3 yet Iam sure, I
would not go through the same serles of trou-
ble again, 1o possess all the treasures of both
the Indies. I have enlarged more than I in-
tended on this point, as perhaps these papers
may be useful, to caution others against in-
dulging an ungovernable passion, by my pain-
'ful experience. _How often may such head-
strong votaries”be said. “ To sow the wind,
and to reap thé whirlwind” .- .
. My heart being now fixed, andriveted to a
particular object, I considered every thing 1
was concerned within anew light. I conclud-
ed it would be absolutely impossible to live at
such a distance as Jamaica, for a term of four
or five years, and therefore determined, at
- all events, that I would not go. I could not
bear either to acquaint my father with. the
_true reason, or to.invent a false one ; there-
fore, without takihg any notice to him why ¥
did so, I stayed three weeks, instead of three
days, in Kent, till I thought {as it proved)
the opportunity would be lost, and the ships
sailed. T then returned to London. I had
highly displeased my father, by this disobedi-
ence 3 but he was more easily réconciled than
I could have expected.  In'a little time, I
sailed with a friend of his to Venice. . In thié
voyage, I was exposed to the company, and
ill example of the common sailors, among
whom Iranked. - Importunity, and opportu-

-
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nity, presenting every day, I ‘ence more be-
gan to relax from the sobriety and order,
which I had observed, in some degree, for
more than two years—I was sometimes pierc-
ed with sharp convictions; but, thoughT
made a few faint efforts to stop, I never recov-
ered from this declension, as I had done from
several before : I did not indeed, as yet, turn
out profligate ; but I was making large strides
towards a total apostacy from God. The
most remarkable check, and alarm, I receiv-
ed (and, for what I know, the last) was by a
dream, which made a very strong, though
not an abiding impression upon my.mind.
The consideration, of whom I am writing
to, renders it needless for me, either to enter
upon a discussion of the nature of dreams in
general, or to make an apology for recording
my own. Those, who acknowledge scrip-
ture, will allow, that there have been moni-
tory and supernatural dreams, evident com-
munications from heaven, either directing or
foretelling future events: and those, who
are acquainted with the history and experience
of the people of God, are well assured, that
such intimations have not been totally- with-
held in any period down to the present times.
Reason, far from contradicting this supposi-
tion, strongly pleads for it, where the process
of reasoning is rightly understood, and care-
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fully pursued. So that a late eminent writer,*
who, I persume, ‘is not generally charged
with enthusiasm, undertakes to prove, that
the phenomenon of. dreamirig is inexplicable,
at least, if not absolutely impossible, without
taking in the agency and intervention of spiri-
tual beings, to us invisible. . 1 would refer
the incredulous té him. For my own part,
I can say, without scruple, « The dream is
certain, and the interpretation thereof sure.”
I am sure, I dreamed to the following effect,
and I cannot doubt, from what I have seen
since, that it had a direct and: easy application
- to my own circuwmnstances, to the dangers, in
which T was about to plunge myself, and to
the unmerited deliverance and mercy, which
God would be pleased to offer me in the time

of my distress. - ‘
Though T have wrote out a relation of this
drearn more than once for others, it has hap-
pened, that I never reserved a copy ; but the
principal incidénts are so deeply engraven in
my memory, that, I believe, I am not liable
to any considerable variations in repeating the
account. The scene, presented to my imagi-
nation, was the harbor of Venice, where we
had lately been. .I thought is was night, and
my watch upon the deck; and that, as I was
walking to and fro by myself, a person came

# Baxter, on thez wis inertie.
C .
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to me; {I do not remember from whence)
and breught me aring, with an express charge
to keep it carefully ; assuring me, that, while
I preserved that ring, I should be happy and
successful : but, if I lost, or parted with it,
I must expect nothing but trouble and misery.
I accepted the present and the terms willing-
ly, not in the least doubting my own care to
preserve it, and highly satisfied to have my
happiness in my own keeping. I was engag-
ed in these thoughts, when a second person
cime to me, and observing the ring on my
finger, took occasion to ask me some ques-
tions concerning it. I readily told him its
virtues, and his answer expressed a surprise
at my weakness, in expecting such effects froim
a ring. I think, he reasoned with me some
time upon the impossibility of the thing, and
at length urged me, in direct terms, to throw
it away. At first I was shocked at the pro-
posal, but his insinuations prevailed. I be-
gan to reason and doubt myself, and at-last
plucked it of my finger, and dropped it ¢ver
the ship’s sideinto the water, which ithad no
sponer touched, than I saw, the same instant,
* a terrible fire burst out from a range of the
mountains, { 2 part of the Alps) which ap-
peared at some distance behind the city of
Venice. I saw the hills as distinct as if awake,
and they were all in flames. I perceived too
Tate my folly ; and iny tempter, with an air of
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insult informed e, that all the mercy God’
had in resérve for e, was comprised in that
ring, which I had wilfully thrown away. I
understood, that Iimast now go with him tothe
‘burning mountains, and ‘that all the flames I
saw were kindled on iy account. I'trembled,
and was in & great agony, O that it was
surprising I did notthen awake: but my dream
continued, and when I thought myself upon
the point of a constrairied departure, and stood,
self-condémned, withouit plea or hope ; sud-
denly, either a third person, or the same who
brought the ring at first, came to me, {Iam
net certain which) and demanded the cause
of my grief. 1 told him the plain case, con-
fessing that I had ruined myself wilfully, and
deserved no_pity. He blamed my rashness,
and asked if I shotld be wiser, supposing I
had my fing again. I could hardly. answer-
to this ; for I thought it was gone beyond re-
call. I believe, indéed, I had no time to an-
swer, before I saw this unexpected friend go
down under the water, just in the spot where
I bad “dropped it, and he soon returned,
bringing the ring with him, The moment

he ¢came on board, the flames in the mountain

were - extinguished, and my seducer left me.
Then was ¢ the prey takén from the hand of
. the mighty, and the lawful captive deliver:
% ed.” My féars wére at an end, and with
joy and gratitude I approached my kind de-
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liverer to receive my ring again, but he re-
fused to return it, and spoke to this eﬁ'ect.
"¢ If you should be entrusted with . this ring
“ again, you would very scon bring yourself
< into the same distress ; you are nat able to
“ keepit; but I will preserveit for you, and,
« whenever it is needful, will produce it in
“ your behalf. ”—-Upon this I awoke, in a
state of mind not to be described: I could
_hardly eat, or sleep, or transact any neces-
sary business, for two or three days} but
the impression soon wore off, and in a little
time I totally forgotit; and I think it hardly
occured to my mind again, till several years
-afterwards. It will appear, in the coure of
these papers, that a time came, when I found
myself in circumstances very near resembling
those suggested by this extraordinary dream,
when I stood helpless and hopeless upon the
brink of an awful eternity : and I doubt not
but, had the eyes of my mind been then
opened, I should have seen my grand enemy,
who had seduced me, wilfully to renounce
and cast away my religious profession, and
to involve myself in the most complicated
crimes ; 1 say, I should probably see him
pleased with my agonies, and waiting for a
permission, to seize and bear away my soul
to this place of torment. I should perhaps
have seen likewise that Jesus, whom I had
persecuted and defied, rebuking the adversa-
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vy, challenging me for bis own, as a brand ™
plucked out of the fire, and saying, ¢ Deliver
‘him from going down into the pit; I have
found a ransom.”” However, though I saw
not these things, I found the benefit; I ob-
tained ‘mercy. ‘The Lord answered for me
in the day of my distress ; and, blessed be his
name, he who restored thering, (or what
was signified by it) vouchsafes to keep it. O
what an unspeakable comfort is this, that I
am not in my own keeping. “The Lard is
my shepherd ;”” I have been enabled to trust
my all in his hands, and I know in whom I
have believed. ~ Satan still desires tohave me,
that he might sift me as wheat; but my Sa-
viour has prayed for me, that my faith may
not fail. Here is my security and power; a
bulwark, against which the gates of hell can.
not prevail. But for this, many a time and
often, (if possible) I should have ruined my-
self, since my first deliverance, nay, I should
fall and stumble, and perish still, after all that
the, Lord has done for me, if his faithfulness
was not engaged in my behalf, to be my sun
and my shield, even unto death.—¢ Bless the
Lord, O my soul!” .

- Nothing very remarkable occurred in the
following part of that voyage. I returned
home in December, 1743, and soon after re-
peated my visit to Xent, where 1 protracted -
my stay in the same imprudent manner I had
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done before, which again disappointed my tu-
ther’s designs in my favor, and. almost provo-
ked him to ‘disown me. Before any thing
suitable offered again, I was impressed (owing

entirely to' my own thoughtless conduct,

which was all of a piece) and put on board a
tender; it was a critical juncture, when the
French fleets were hovering upon our coast,
so that my father was incapable to procure my
release. Ina few days I was sent onboard the
Harwich man of war, at the Nore. I enter-
ed here upon quite a2 new scene of life, and en-
dured much hardship for about a month. My

‘father was then willing, that I'should remain

in the navy, as a war was daily expected, and
procured me a recommendation to the cap-

tain, who took me upon the quarter-deck as

a midshipman I had now an easy life, as to
externals, and might have gained respect ;
but my mind was unsettled, and my behavior
very indifferent. I here met with compan-
ions, who completed the ruin of my principles ;
and though I affected to talk of virtue, and
was not so outwardly abandoned as after-
wards, yet my delight and habitual practice
was wickedness : my chief intimate was a per-

son of exceeding good natural talents, and .

much obsérvation : he was the greatest mas-
ter of what is called the freethinking scheme,
I remember to have met with, and knew how
o insinuate his sentiments in the most plau-

'
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Zible way-—And his zeal was equal to his ad-
dress; he could hardly havelabored morein the
cause if he had expected to gain heaven by it.
Allow me to add, while ] think of it, that this
man, whom T honored as my master, and
whose practice I so eagerly adopted, perished
in the same way ds 1 expected to have done.
T have been told, that he was overtaken, in a
voyage from Lisbon, with a violent storm
the vessel and people escaped, but a'great sea
broke on board, and swept him into eternity.
~Thus the Lord spares or punishes, accord-
ing to his sovereign pleasure ! But to return
—I was fond og ‘his company, and having
myself a smattering of bgoks, was eager e-
nough to shew my reading.—¥e soon per-
ceived my ‘case, that I had not wholly broke
through the restraints of conscience;and there-
fore did not shock me at first with too broad
intimations of his design; he rather, as I
thought, spoke favorably of religion ; but
when he had gained my confidence he began
to speak plainer,; and perceiving my ignorant
attachment to the Characteristics, he joined is-
sue with me upori that book, and convinced
me that 1 had never undeistood it. In a word,
he 50 plied me with objections and arguments,
that my depraved heart was soon gained, and
I entered inte his plan with all my - heatt.
T hug, like an unwary sailor, who quits his
port tust before a sising storm, I renownced the
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hopes and comfort of the gospel,' at the vex‘y"

time, when every other comfort was about to
© fail me.

In December, 1744, the Harwich was in the
Downs, bound to the East-Indies. The cap-
tain gave me liberty to go on shore fora day;
but, without consulting prudence, or regarding
consequences, I took horse, and following the
dictates of my restless passion, I went to take
4 last leave of her I loved. I had little satis-
faction in the interview, as I was sensible that

I_was taking pains to multiplwmy own trou-

_bles. The short time I could stay passed like
a dream, and on new year’s day, 1745, I took
my leaveto return to the ship. The captain
was prevailed on to excuse my absence, but
this rash step (especially as it was not the frst
liberty of the kind Ihad taken) highly dis-
pleased him, and lost me his favor, which 1
never recovered. ,

- At length we sailed from Spithead with a
very large fleet.  We put into Forbay with

. achange of wind ; but, it returning fair again,

we sailed the next day. Several of our fleet .

were lost in attempting to leave that place ;
but the following night the whole fleet was
. greatly endangered upon the coast of Corn-
wall by a storm from the southward.  The

darkness of the night and the number of the

vessels, occasioned much confusion and dam-
age, Our ship, though several times in immi-
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nent danger of being run-down by other ves«
sels; escaped unhurt; but many suffered much,
particularly the admirali  This ocdasioned:
our putting back to Plymenth, = -

While we lay-at Plymouth, I heard'that-my
father, who had-interest'irf: some of the ships
lately lost, was: come'down to Torbay. ~He
had a connection at that time with the African
eompany. I thought if' I could get to him
he might easily introduce: me iito that service,
which would be better than pursuing a long
wntertain voyage to the East-Indies.+ It was
amaxim with me'inthose unhappy days; newer
ta deliberate + the thought hardly occurred to
me, but I was resolved'I would leave the ship

-at allevents: I did so, and in the wrongest
manner possible. I was sent: one day in_the
‘boat, to take care thatyone of the people de-
serted’y but I betrayed my trust and went
off myself. I knew not what road to take
and durst not ask, for fear of being suspected
yet having some general idea of the conntry,
1 guessed right, and, when I had travelled
some miles, I found, upon enquiry, that
was on the read of Dartmouth. ~All went
smoothly that day,. and- part of the next ; I
walked' apace, and' expected to have been
with my father in about two hours, when I
was.met by a small party of soldiers ; I could
not avoid or deceive them, They brought
me backto Plymouth ; I walked through the
- n
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streets, guarded like a felon—My heart was
tull of indignation, shame, and fear. I was
confined two days in the guard-house, then
sent on board my ship, kept awhile in irons,
then publicly stripped and whipped, after
which I was degraded from my office, and all
my former companions forbidden to show me
the least favor, or even to speak to me.—
As midshipman, 1 had been intitled to some
command which (being sufficiently haughty
and vain) I had not been backward to exert
—1I was now in my turn brought down to &
level with the lowest, and exposed to the in-

sults of all.

And as my present situation was uncom-
fortable, my future prospects were still worse ;
the evils I suffered were likely to grow hea-
vier every day. While my catastrophe was
recent, the officers and my quandom brethern
were something disposed to screen me from
ill usage ; but during the little time I remain-
2d with them afterwards, I found them cool
very fast in their endeavors to protect me.
Indeed they could not avoid it, without run-
ning a great nisk of sharing with me : for the
captain though in general a humane man,
who behaved very well to the ship’s company,
was almost implacable in his resentment,
when he had been greatly offended, and took
several occasions to shew himself so to me;
and the voyage was expected to be (as it prov-
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* ed) for five years. Yet I think nothing I ei-
ther felt or feared -distressed me so-much, as
to see myself thus forcibly torn away from the
object of my affections, undera greatimproba.
bility of seeing her again, and a much greater,
of returning in such a manner-ds would give
me hopes of seeing her mine.  Thus I'was as
miserable on all hands as could well be imagin.
ed. My breast was filled with the most excru-~
ciating passions, eager desire, bitter rage, and
“black despair.—~Every hour exposed me to
some new nsult and hardship, with no hope of
relief or mitigation, no friend to take my part,
or to listen to my complaint. Whether I look-
‘ed inward or outward, I could perceive nothing
but darkness and misery. I think no case, ex-
‘cept that of conscience wounded by the wrath
of God, ‘could be more dreadful than mine :
‘T cannot express ‘with what wishfulness and
regret, I cast mylastlooks upon the English
shore ; I kept my eyes fixed upon it, till the
ship’s - distanceencreasing; it sensibly disap-
peared ; and when I could see it no longer,
I was ‘tempted to throw myself into the sea,
which (according to the wicked system I had
adopted) would put a period to all my sor.
rows at once. But the secret hand of God
restrained me. Help e to praise him, dear
Sir, for his wonderful ‘goodness to the most
unworthy of all his creatures.
- T am your most obliged servant.
January 15, 1763.

»
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SN LETTER IV.
Dear Sir,

HOUGH 1 desired your instructions
as to the manner and éxtent of these

‘memoirs, 1 began to write before 1 received

them, and had almost finished the preceding
sheet when your favor ‘of the 11th came to
hand. I shall find another occasion to ac-
knowledge my sense of your kind exprssions
of friendship, which 1 pray the Lord, I may
never give you cause to repent or withdraw :
at present T shall confine myself to what more
particularly relates to the task assigned me.
I shall obey you, Sir, in taking notice of the
little incidents you recall to my memory, and
of others of the like nature, which; without
your direction, I should have thought too tri-
vial, and too much my own to deserve men-
tioning. When I began the eight letters, 1

“intended to say no more of myself than might

be necessary to illustrate the wonders of divine
providence and grace in the leading turns of
my life ; but I account your judgmenta suf-
ficient warrant for enlarging my plan.
Amongst other things, you desired a more
explicit account of the state and progress of
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my courtship, as it is uspally phrased. This
was- the point, in which I thought it especially
became e to be very brief; but I submit to
_you: and this:seems a ‘proper place to resume
it, by telling how it stood at the time of my
leaving England. When my inclinations first
discovered tHemselves, both parties were so

young, that no one but myself considered it °

ih-a serious view. = It served for tea-table talk
among our friends, and nothing faither was ex-
‘pected from it. But afterwards, when my pas-
sion seemed to have abiding effects, so that in
an interval of two years it was nog at all abat-

ed, and especially as it occasioned me to act ”

withoutany regard to prudence or interest, or
my father’s designs, and as there was a cool-
" ness between him and the family, her parents
began to consider it asa matter of consequence ;
and when I tock my last leave of -them, her
mother, at the same time she expressed the
most tender affection for me, asif I'had been
her otvn child, told me, thdt though she had
.m0 objections to make, upona supposition that,
at a mature uge, thereshould be-a probability
of our engaging upon a prudent prospect, vet
as things then stood, she thought herself oblig-
ed to interfere; and therefore desired I would
no more think of returning to their house. (un-
less herdaughter was from home) till such time
as I could either prevail with myself entirely*
to give up my pretentions, or could assure her,
» 2 ’
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that I had my father’s express consent to ge
on,. Much depended orn Mrs, N##¥&¥#s parg
in this affair ; it was something difficult ; but
though she was young, gay, and quite unprac-
tised in such matters, she was directed to a hap-
py medium. - A positive encouragement or an
absolute refusal, would have been attended
with equal, though  different, disadvantages.
But without much studying about it, I found
her always upon her guarc? : she had penetra-
tion to see her absolute power over me, and
prudence to make a proper use of it; she
would neither understand my hints, nor give

- room to come to a direct explanation. She has
said since, that from the first discovery of my
regard, and long before the thought was
agreeable to her, she had often an upaccounta-
ble impression upon her mind, that sooner or
later she should be mine. Upon these terms
we. parted.

I now return to my voyage. Dauring our
passage to Madeira, I was a prey to the most -
gloomy thoughts. Though Ihad well deserv-
ed all T had met with, and the captain
might have been justified if he had carried his
resentment still farther ; yet my pride at that
time suggested thatI had been grossly injured,
and 'this so far wrought upon my wicked heart
that I actually formed designs against his life,
and this was one reason that made me willing
o prolong my own., I wassometimes divid-
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‘¢d between the two, not thinking it practicable
to effect both. The Liord had now'to appear-
ance given me up to prejudicial hardness ; I
was capablé of any thing. I had'not the least
fear of God before. my eyes, nor (so faras I
remember) the least sensibility of conscience.
I was possessed of so strong a spirit of delu-
sion that I believed my own lie, and was
firmly persuaded, that after. death I should -
cease to be~~—Yet the Lord preserved me lw-
Some intervals of sober reflection” would at
times take place ;' when I have chosen death
rather than life, a ray of hope would come in
(though there was little probability for such
a hope) that I should yet see better days, that
1 might again return to England, and have
my wishes crowned, if 1 did not wilfully
throw myself away.  In a word, my love to
Mys. N¥###s% wag the only restraint I had
left; though I neither feared God, nor re-
garded men, I could not bear, that she should
think meanly of me, when I was dead. As
in the outward concerns of life the weakest
means are often employed by divine provi-
dence to produce great effects, beyond their
common influence, {as when a'disease, for in-
stance, has been ‘removed by a fright,) so L
found it then ; this single thought, which had
not restrained me from a thousand smaller
evils, proved  my only and. effectual barrier
-against the greatest and most fatal temptations.
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How long I could have supported this con-
Aligt, or what, humanely speaking, would have
.been the consequences of my continuing in
that situation, I cannot say : but the Lord,

. whom I little thought of, knew my danger,
and was providing for my deliverance.

Two. things I had determined when at
Plyrouth, that I would ot go to India, and
that I would go to Guinéa ; and such indeed
was the Lord’s will concerning me ; but they
were to be accomplished in his way, not in my
own. . We had now been at Madeira some
time ; the business of the fleet was completed,
and we were to sail the following day. : On
that memorable morning I was late in bed,
and had slept longer, but that one of the mid-
shipmen (an old companion) came down, and *
between jest and earnest, bid be rise ; ‘and, as
1 did not immediately comply, he cut down
the hammoc or bed in which I lay, which
forced me to dress myself. I was very angry
but durst not resent it. I swas little aware
how much his caprice affected me, and that,
this person, who had no design in what he

_did, was the messenger of God’s providence.
1 said little, but went upon deck, where I
that moment saw a man putting his- clothes
into a boat, who told me he was going to
leave us. Upon enquiring, I was informed,
that two men from a Guinea ship, which lay
near us, had entered on board the Harwich
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and that the -commaddore '(f,h? present. siv ‘
to

George Pocock) had ordered the captain .
find two othersin their room. - My hear
stantly burned like fire—I’ begged the ‘baal
might be detained a few minutes; I ran tothe
lieutenants, and intreated them to intercede
with the captain that I might be dismissed up-
on this oceasion. - Though I had been former-
ly uponill terms with these. officers, and had
disobliged them all.in dheir turns ; yet they
had pitied. my case, and were ready to serve
me now, - 'The captain, who; when we were
at Plymouth,  had refused to-exchange me,
though at the request of admiral Medley, was
now - easily -prevailed.an. I believe in little.
more than half an hour from my heing aslegp
in.my bed, I saw myself discharged, and safe
on board anether ship. This was one of the
many critical turns.of my life, in which the
Liord: - was pleaséd to display his .providence
and care, by causing many unexpeoted circum~
stances to concur in almost an instant of time.
These sudden ' opportunities were several
times repeated; each of them brought me
into an entire new scene of action ; and they
were usually delayed: to almost the last mo-
"ment, . in which they could bhave taken place. .
The ship T went on board ‘was bound to
Sierra Leon, and the adjacent parts of what
is called the ‘Windward coasts of Africa. -
The commander, I found, was acquainted
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~withm§ father ; he received me very kindly,

and made fair professions of agsistanceé; and I
believe he would have been my friend : but,
without making the least advantage of former
mistakes and' troubles, I pursued' the same
course ; ‘nay, if possible, I acted much worse,

~On board the Harwich, though my principles

were totally corrupted, yet, as upon my first
going there I was in some degree staid and

" serious, the remembrance of this made me

ashamed of breaking out in that notorious
mannery I could otherwise have indulged.
But now entering amongst steangers; I could
appear without disguise ; and I.well remem.
ber, that while I was passing from the one ship
to the other, this was one reason why I re-
joiced in the exchange, and one reflection I
made upon the occasion, viz. ¢ That I how
might be as abandoned as I pleased, without
any control 3" and, from this time, I was ex-
ceedingly vile, indeed little, if any thing, short
of that animated description of an almost ir-
recoverable state, which we have in 2 Peter,
ii. 14. I not only sinned with a high hand
myself, but made it my study to tempt gnd se-
duce others uponevery occasion ; nay, I eager-
ly sought occasion, sometimes to my own ha-
zard and hurt. One natural consequence of
this carriage was, a loss of the favor of my
new captain ; not that he was at all religious,
or disliked my wickedness, any further thanit
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affected his interest ; but I became. careless
and disobedient : I did not please him, be-
cause I did notintend it; and’ as he ‘was a -
man of an odd temper likewise, we the more
easily disagreed. Besides, I had a little of that’
unlucky wit, which can’do little more than -
multiply troubles and enemies to its possessor ;

and, upon someimagined affront, I madea

song, in which I ridiculed his ship, his designs,
and his person, and soon taught it to the whole
ship’s company. - Such was the ungrateful re-

turn I made, for his offers of friendship and.
protection. I had mentioned no names, but.
the allusion was plain, and he was no stranger

either to the intention or the author.~I shall

say no more of this part of my story ; let it be

buried in eternal silence. . But let me not be

silent from . the praise of that grace, which

cotild pardon, that blood, which conld expi-

ate such sins as mine :-yea, * the Ethiopian

“ may change his skin, and the leopard his

¢ spots,” since I, who was the willing slave of
every evil, possessed with a legion of unclean

spirits, have been spared, saved, and changed,

to stand as a monument of his almighty pow-

er for ever. , ‘

Thus I went on for about six months, by
which -time the . ship ‘was preparing to leave
the coast. A few days before she sailed, the
captain died.. I was not upon much better
terms with his mate, who now succeeded to
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the command, and had, upon some occasion;
treated me ilt: I made no doubt, but if I

= yent with him to' the West-Indies, he would
put me on board a man of war; and this; from
what I had known already, was more dread-
ful to me than death. To avoid it, I deter-
mined to remain in Africa, and amused my-
self with many golden dreams, that here I
should find an oppertunity of improving my
fortune. '

. There are still upon that part of the coast,
a' few white men- settled, (and there were
many more at the time I'was first there,)
whose business it was to purchase staves, {&c.
in the rivers and country ddjacent, and sell
them to the ships at an advanced price. One
of these, who at first landed in my indigent
circumstances, had acquired' considerable
wealth ; he had lately been in England, and
was returning in the vessel I was in, of which
He owned a quarter part. His example im-
pressed me with hope of the same success; and,
upon conditions of entering into his service, ¥

_obtained 'my discharge. I had not the pre-
caution to make any terms, but trusted to his
generosity. I received no compensation for
my time on board the ship, but a bill upon
the owners in England, which was never paid,
for they failed before my return. The day
the vessel sailed, I landed upon the island of
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Benanoes, with litt}e‘more thanthe clothes up-
on my back, as if 1 had escaped shipwreck.
’ Iam, - S
Dear sir,
Yours, &c. -
LETTER V.
Dear Sir,

HERE seems an important instruction,
and of frequent wuse; in these words
of our dear Lord, ¢ Mine hour is not yet
“come.””  The two following years, of
which I am now to give some account, will
seem as aa absolute blank in a very short life :
but as the Lord’s hour of grace was not yet
come, and I was to have still deeper experi-
ence of the dreadful state of the heart of man,
when left to itself ; I have seen frequent cause
since to admire the mercy of the Lord, in
banishing me to those distant parts, and almost
excluding me from human society, at a time
when I was big with mischief, and, like one
infected with a - pestilence, was capable of
spreading a taint wherever I went. Had my~
affairs taken a different turn, had 1 succeed-
ed in my designs, and remained in England,
-my sad story would probably have been worse.
E
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Worse in myself, indecd, I could have hard-
ly been; but my wickedness would have had
greater scope; I might have been very hurtful
to others, and multiplied irreparable evils.
But the Lord wisely placed me where I could
do little harm. 'hhe few I hadto converse
with were too much like myself, and I was -
soon brought into such abject circumstances,
that I'was too low to have any influence. I
was rather shunned and despised, than imi-
tated ; there being few, even of the negroes
themselves, (during the first year of my resi-
dence among them,) -but thought themselves
too good to speak to me. I was as yet an
“ outcast lying in my blood,” (Ezek. xvi.)
and, to all appearance, exposed to perish.—-
.But the Lord beheld me with mercy—he did
not sirike me to hell, as I justly deserved ;
¢ he passed by me when I was in my blood,
« and bid me live.” But the appointed time
for the manifestation of his love, to cover al}
my iniquities with the robe of his righteous-
ness, and to admit me to the privileges of his
children, was not till long afterwards; yet even
now he bid me five. And1 can only ascribe
it to his secret upholding power, that what
1 suffered in a part of this interval, did not
bereave me either of my life or senses ; yet, as
by these sufferings the foree of my evil exam-
ples and inclinations was lessened, I have rea~
son to account them amongst my mercies;
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It may not perhaps bé amiss to digress for.
a few lines, and give you a very brief sketch
of the geography of the ¢ircuit I was now con- "
fined to, especially as I may have frequent
occasion to refer to places I shall ‘now men-
tion; for my trade afterwards, when the
Lord gave me to see better days, was chiefly
to the same places, and with the same persons,
whete and by whém I had been considered as
upon a level with their meanest slaves. From
Cape de Verd, the most western' point of
Africa, to Cape Mount, the whole coast is
full of rivers ; the principal are Gambia, Rio
Grande, Sierra Leon, and Sherbro. Of the
former, as it it well known, and I was never
there, I need say nothing. The Rio Grande
(like the Nile) divides into' many branches
near the sea. On the most northerly, called
Cacheo, the Portuguese have a settlement.
“The most southern branch, known by the
name of Rio Nuna, is, or was then, the usual
boundary of the white men’s trade northward.
Sierra Leon 1s a mountanecus pentnsula, unin-
Labited, and I believe inaccessable, upon ac-
count of the thick woods, excepting those
parts which lie near the water. The river
is large and navigable.  From hence, about
twelve leagues to the south-east, are three
contigious 1slands, called the Bonnanas, a‘;‘but
twenty miles in circuit 3 this was about the
center of the white men’s residence. Seven

T =



52 - LIFE OF

leagues farther, the same way, lie the Plan. .
tanes, three small islands, two miles distant
from the continent at the point, which form
one sidé of the Sherbro.  This river is more
propetly a spund, running within a long island,
and receiving - the confluence of several large
rivers, “r, %{mérzown to song,” but far more
aven in my remembrayce, than the
Po or'T'vber. 'The southernmost of these has
a very peculiar course ; almost parallel to the
coast; so that in tracing it a great many
leagues upwards, it will seldom lead one
above three miles, and sometimes not more
than half a mile from the sea shore. Indeed
I know not Lut that all these rivers may have
communication with each other, and with
the sea in many places, which I have not re-
‘marked. If you cast your eyes upon a large
map of Africa, while you are reading this you
will have a general idea of the country I was
inj for though the maps are very. incorrect,
most of the places I have mentioned are in-
serted, and in the same order as I have named
them.

My new master had formerly resided near
Cape Mount, but he now settled at the Plun-
tane, upon the largest of the threeislands. "It
is a low sandy island, about two miles in cir-
cumaference, and almost covered with palm-
trees. We immediately began to build a
house, and to enter upon trade. ~J had now
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some desire to retrieve my loss time, and to ex-
ert diligence in what' was before me ; and he
was a man with whom I might have lived.
‘tolerably well, if he had not been soon influ—
enced against me : but he was much  under
- the direction of a black wdman, who lived
with him as a wife. She wias-a person of
some consequence in her own country, and
he owed his first rise to her interest. ‘This
woman (I know not for what reason) was
strangely prejudiced against me from the first;
and what made it still worse for me, was a
severe fit of illness, which attacked me very
soon, before I had opportunity to show what
I could or would do m his service. I was
sick when he sailed in a shalop to Rio Nuna,
and he left me in her hands. At first I was
tzken some -care of ; but, as I did not reco-
ver soon, she grew weary, and entirely neg-
lected me.. 1 had sometimes not a little dif-
ficulty to procure a draught of cold water,
when burning with a fever. My bed was a
mat, spread upon a board or chest, and a log
of wood my pillow. When my fever lefr
me, and my appetite returned, I would gladly
have eaten, but there was no one gave unto
me. She lived in plenty herself, but hardly
allowed me sufficient to sustain my life, ex-
cept now and then, when-in the highest good
humor, she would send me victuals in her own
~ plate after she had dined ; and this, so greatly

E 2
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was my pride humbled, I received with thanks
and eagerness, as the most needy begger does
an alms. Once, [ well remember, 1 was cal-
led toreceive this bounty from her own hand,
‘but being exceedingly weak and feeble, I
dropped the plate. 'Those who live in plenty
can hardly conceive how this loss touched
me ; but she had the cruelty to laugh at my
disappointment ; and though the table was
covered with dishes, for she lived much in
the European manner, she refused to give me
any more ; my distress has been at times so
great, as to compel me to go, by night, and
pull up roots in the plantation, though-at the
risk of being punished 2s a thief, which T have

eaten raw on the spot, for fear of discovery.

The roots I speak of are very wholesome,

food, when boiled or roasted, but as unfit to

be eaten raw in any guantity as a potatee.

The consequence of this dict, which after the
first expgriment, I always expected, and sel-
dom missed, was the same as if I had taken
tariar emctic ; so that I have often returned as
empty as I went; yetnecessity urged me to
repeat. the trial several times. I have some-
times been relieved by strangers: nay, even
by the slaves in the chain, who have secretly
brought me victaals, ({or they durst not, be

seen to do it) from their own slender pitrance.

Next to pressing want, nothing sits harder
apon the mind than scorn and ecatempt ; and

-
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of this likewise T had an_abundant measure.
“When I was very slowly recovering, this wo-
man would sometimes pay me a visit, not to
pity or relieve, but to insult me. She would
call me worthless and indolent, and compel
me to walk, which, when I could hardly do,
she.would sét her attendants to mimic my
motion, to clap their hands, laugh, throw
Yimes at me ; or, if they chose to throw stones
{as I think was the case once or twice) they
were not-rebuked : but, in general, though all
who depended on her favor must join in her
treatment, yet, when she was out of sight, I
was rather pitied than scorned by the meanest
of her slaves. At length my master return-
ed from his voyage ; I complained of ill u-
sage, but he could not believe me ; and, as
I did it in her hearing, I fared no better for
it.. But, in his second voyage, he took me
awith him.  We did prétty well for a while,
till a brother trader he met with in the river
persuaded him, that I was unfait;hful, and.
stole his goods”in the night, or-when he was
on shore. This was almost the only vice I
could not be justly charged with: the enly
remains of a good education, I could boast of,
was what is commonly called honesty ; and as
far as he tad entrusted me, I had been always
true; and though my great distress might, in
some measure, have excused it, I never once
thought of defrauding him in the smallest mat-
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" ter. However, the charge was believed, and

I condemned without evidence. ~ From that
time be likewise used me very hardly ; when-
ever he left the vessel, I was locked upon
deck, with a pini of rice for my day’s allow-
ance ; and if he staid longer, I had no re-
lief till his return. Indeed, I believe, I
should have been nearly starved, but for an
opportunity of catching fish sometimes. When
towls were killed for his own use, I seldom
was allowed any part but the entrails, to bait
my hooks with ; and, at what we call’ s/ack
avater, that is, about the changing of the
tides, when the current was still, I used ge-
nerally to fish, (for at other times it was not
practicable) and I very often succeeded. If
1 saw a fish upon my hook, my joy was little
less than any other person may have found,
in the accomplishment of the scheme he had
most at heart. Such a fish, hastily broiled,
or rather half burnt, without sauce, salt, or
bread, has afforded me a delicious meal. If
I caunght none, I might, if I could, sleep away
my hunger till the next return of slack awater,
and then try again. Nor did 1 suffer less from
the inclemency of the weather, and the want
of clothes. 'The rainy season was now ad-
vancing ; my whole suit was a shirt, a pair of
trowsers, a cotten handkerchief instead of a
cap, and a cotton cloth about two yards long,
to supply the want of upper garments; and
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thus accoutred, I have been exposed for 20,
80, perhaps near 40 _hours together, “in inces-
sant rains, accompanied with strong gales of

wind, without the leust shelier, when my mas.

ter was on shove. I feel to this day some
faint returns of the violent pains, I then con-
tracted. The excessive cold and wet, I en-
dured in that voyage, and so soon after I had
recovered from a long sickness, quite broke

my constitution and my spirits 3 the latter .

were soon restored, but the effects of the for-
mer still remain with me, as a needful me-
mento of the service and the wages of sin.

In about two months we returned, and then
the rest of the time T remained with him was
chiefly spent at the Plantanes, under the same
regimen as I have already mentioned. My
haughty heart was now brought down, not
to a wholesomerepentance, not to the lan-
guage of the prodigal ; this was far frofn me,
but my spirits were sunk ; I lost all resolution,
and almost all reflection. I had lost the fierce-
ness which fired me when on board the Hax-
wich, and which made me capable of the
most desperdte atternpts ; but I was no fur.
ther changed than a tyger, tamed by hunger-—

remove the occasion, and he will be as wild as
ever.

One thing, though étrange, is most true..

“Theugh destitute of food and cloathing, de-
pressed 10 a degree beyond common wretch-

B
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edness, I could sometimes collect my mind
to mathématical studies. I had bought Bar-
row’s Euclid at Plymouth ; it was the only
volume I brought on shore; it was always
with me, and I used to take it to remote cor-
ners of the island by the sea-side, and draw
my diagrams with a long stick upon the sand.
Thus I often beguiled my sorrows, and- al-
most forgot my feelmg-—'md thus, without
any other assistance, I made myself, in a good
measure, master-of the first books of Euclid.
Iam
Yours, as before,
January 17, 1763.

i e

LETTER VI

Dear Sir,

HERE is much piety and spirit in the
grateful acknowledgement of Jacob,

<« with my staff I passed thlS Jordan, and now
¢ am become two bands.’ They are words
which ought to affect me with a peculiar
emotion. I remember that some of those
mournful days, to which my last letter refers,
I was busied in planting some lime or lemon-
trees.  'The plants I put in the ground were
no longer than a young geosherry bush; my
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. master and his mistress passing by the place,
stopped a while t6 look at me ;. at last, «“ Who
“ knows,” says he, * who knows but by the
“ time these trees grow and bear, you may
“ go home to England, obtain the coimnmand
« of a ship, and return to reap the fruit of
“ your labors ; we see strange things some-
« times happen.”  This, as” he intended it,
was a cutung sarcasm. - I'believe he thought
full as probable that I should live to be king
of Poland ; yet it proved a prediction, and
they (one of them at least) lived to see me
return from England, in the capacity he men-
tioned, and pluck some of the first limes from
those very trees. How can I proceed in my
relation, till I raise a monument to the divine
goodness, by comparing the circumstances in
which the Lord has since placed me, with
what I -was at that time ! Had you seen me,
Sir, then go so pensive and solitary in the
dead of night to wash my one shirt upon the
rocks, and afterwards put on wet,. that it
might dry upon my back while I slept; had
you seen me so poor a figure, that when a
" ship’s boat came to the island, shame often
constrained me to hide myself in the woods
from the sight of strangers; especially had
you known that my conduct, principles, and
heart were still darker than my outward con-
ditian—how little would you have imagined,
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that one, who so fully answered to the®
sugetoicai misountes of the apostle, was reserved
to be so peculiar an instance of the providen.
tial care, and “exuberant goodnmess of God.
There was, .at that time, but one earnest de-
sire in my heart, which was not contrary and
shocking, both to religion and’ reason ; that
ene desire, though my vile licentious life ren-
déred me peculiarly unworthy of success, and
though a thousund difficulties seemed to ren-
der it impossible, the Lord was pleased to
gratify. But this favor, though great, and

reatly prized, wasa small thing compared to
the blessings of his grace: he spared me, to
give me, *the knowledge of Himself, in
< the person of Jesus Christ 3 in love to my
soul, he delivered me from the pit of corrup-
tion, and cast all my aggravated sins behind
his back. He brought my feet into the paths’
of peace.—This is indeed the chief article,
but it is not the whole. -~ When he made me
acceptable to Himself in the Beloved, he
gave me favor in the sight-of others. He
raised me new friends, protected and guided
me through a long series of dangers, and
crowned every day with repeated mercies.
To him I owe it, that I am still alive, and
that I am not stiil living in hunger, and in
thirst, and in nakedness, and the want of ali
things : into that state I brought myself, bur
it was He delivered me., He has given me

* Hateful and hating one another,
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an’ easy situation in life, some experimental
knowledge df his gospel,.a large acquaintance
amongst his people, a friendship and corres-
pondence with several of his most honored
servants.— But it is as difficult to enumerate
my-present advantages, as iteis fully to de-
scribe the evils and miseries of the preceding
contrast. o

I knew not exactly how long things contin-
nued with me thus, but I believe near a
vwelvemnonth. 1In this interval 1 wrote two
or three times to my father ; I gave him an
account of my condition, and desired his as. .
sistance- intimating at the same time, that I
had resolved not toreturn to England, unless
he was pleased to send for me: I have like.
wise letters by me, wrote to Mrs. in
that dismal period ; so that at the lowest ebb,
it seems, 1 still retained a hope of seeing her
again, My father applied to his friend in
Liverpool, of whom I have spoken before,
who ‘gave orders_accordingly to a captain of
his, who was then fitting out for Gambia and
Sierra Leon.

Some time within the year, as I have said,
1 obtained my master’s consent to live with
another trader, who dwelt upon the same
island. Without his consent I could not be
taken, but it was then brought about. This "
was an alteration much to my advantage; I
was soon decently clothed, lived in plenty,

¥
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was considered as a companion, aud trusted
with the care of all his domestic effects,
which were to the amount of some thousand
pounds. This man had several factories, and
‘white servants in different places, particular-
ly one in Kittam, the river I spoke of, which
runs so near along the sea coast. I was scon
appointed to go there, where I had a share
in the management of business, jointly with
another of his servants : we lived as we plea-
sed, business flourished, and our employer
was satisfied. Here I began to be wretch
enough to think myself bappy. There isa
significant phrase frequently used 'in those
parts, that such a white man is grown dlack.
It does not intend an alternation of com-
plexion, ‘but of disposition. I have known
several who, settling in Africa after the age of
30 or 40, have, at that time of life, been grad-
ually assimilated to the tempers, customs, and
ceremonies of the natives, so far as to perfer
that country to England ; they have become
dupes to all the charms, necromancies, amu-
lets, and divinations of the blinded negroes,
and put more trust in such things than the
wiser sort among the natives. A part of this
spirit of infatuation was growing upon me (in
time perhaps, I might have yielded to the
whole ; ) 1 entered into closer engagements
with the inhabitants and should have lived and
died a wretch amongst them if the Lord had
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net watthed over me.for fdod. Not that I
had lost those ideas which chiefly engaged my
heart to England, but dispair of seeing them
accomplished, made me willing to remain
where I was. I though I could more easily
"bear the disappointment in this situation tham
nearer home. But so soon as I had fixed my
connections and plans with these views the
Lord: providentially interposed to break them
to.pieces, and save mg from the ruin in spite
of myself.

In the mean time, the shlp that had of-
ders to bring me home, arrived at Sierra Leon;
the Captain made enquiry for.me there and
at the Bonnanas; but understanding that I was
ata great dlstance in the country, he thought
no more about me. Without doubt the hand
of God directed my being placed at Kittam
just at the time ; for, as the ship came no
nearer . than the Bonnanas, and staid but a
few days, if I had been at the Plantanes, L
could not perhaps have heard of her till she
had been sailed. The same must have cer-
tainly been the event, had I been sent to any

_ other factory, of which my new mascer had
several upon different rivers. But though the
place I was at, was a long way up the river,
much more than a hundred mites distant from
the Plantanes, yet, by the peculiar situation
which I have already. noticed, -1 was still
within a mile of the sea-coast. To make the
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interposition more remarkable, T was, at that
very juncture, going in quest of tradeto a
place at some distance directly from. the sea,
and should have set put a day or two before,
but that we waited for a tew articles {rom the
next ship that offered to complete the assort-
ment of gooeds, I was to take with me. We
used sorhetimes fo walk to the beach, in ex-
pectation of seeing a vessel pass by ; but this
was very precarious as at that time the place
was not at all resorted to by ships for trade.
Many passed in the night, others kept at a
considerable distance from the shore. Ina
word, I did not know that any one had stop-
ped while I was there, though some had be-
fore, upon a signal made from the shore. In
February, 1747, I know not the exact day,
my tellow-servant walking down to the beach
in the forenoon, saw a vessel sailing past, and
made a smoke in token of trade. She was al-
ready a little beyond the place, and, as the
wind was fair, the captain was in some demur,
whether to stop or not: however had my
companion been half an hour later, she would
have been gone beyond recall ; but he soon
saw her come to an anchor, and went on
board in a cance; and this proved the very
ship T have spoken of. One of the first ques-
tions he was asked was concerning me; and
when the captain understood that I was se
near, he came on shore to deliver his mes-
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sage. Had an invitation from home reached
me when 1 'was sick, and starving at the
" Plantanes, I should have received it as life
from the dead ; but now for the reasons al-
ready given, Lheard it at first with indiffer-
encé. The captain, unwilling to lose me told
a story altogether of his own framing ; he
gave me a very plausible account, how he
had missed a large packet of letters and pa-
pers, which he should have brought with him ;
‘but this he said, he was sure-of, havipg had it
from my father’s own mouth, as well as from
his employer, that a person lately dead, had
left me 400/ per annum, adding further, that
if T was any ways embarrassed in my circum-
stances, he had express orders to redeem me,
though it should cost him one half of his car-
go.  Every particular of this was false'; nor
could I myself believe, what he said about
the estate; but' as I had some expectations
from an aged relation, I thought a part of it
might be true. But I wasnot long in sus-
pence; for though my father’s care and de-
sire to see me had too little weight with me,
and would have ‘been insufficient to make
me quit my retreat, yet the remembrance of
Mrs. —, the hopes of seeing her, and the
possibility, that accepting this offer might
ence more put me in a way of gaining her
hand, prevailed over all other considerations.
The captain further promised, and in this he
F2 ‘
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kept his word, that I should lodge in his ca-
bin, dine at hls table, and be his constant
companion, without expecting any service
from me. And thus I was suddenly freed
from ¢aptivity of about fifteen months.. I had
neither a thought or a_desire of this change
one hour before it took place. I embarked
with him, and in a few hours lost sight of
Kittard.

How much is their blindness to be pitied,
who can see nothing but chance in events of
this sort ! so blind and stupid was I at that
time, I made no reflection. I sought no di-
rection in what had happened : like a wave
of the sea driven with the wind, and tossed,
I was governed by present appearances, and
looked no farther. But He, who is eyes 1o
the blind, was leading me in a way that I
knew not.

Now I am in some measure enlightened,
I can easily perceive, that it is in the adjust-
ment and concurrence of these seemingly for-
tuitous circumstances, that the ruling power
and wisdom of God is most evidently display-
ed in human affairs. How many such casual
events may we remark in the history of Jo-
seph, which had each a necessary influence in
his ensuing promotion ! If he had not dream-
ed, or if he had not told his dream ;—if the
Midianites had passed by a day sooner, or a
day later; if they had sold him to any per-

.
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soxt -but Potiphar; if his mistress had been a
better woman 3 if Pharaoh’s officers had not
displeased their Lord ; orif any, or all these
things, had fell out in any other manner or
time than they did, all that followed had
been prevented ; the promises and purposes
of God concerning Israel, their bondage, de-
liverance, polity, and settlement, must have
failed ; and, as all these things tended to,
and centered in, Christ ; the promised Sa-
vior, the desire of all nations, -would not
have appeared ; mankind had been still in
their sins, without hope, and the councils of
God’s eternal love, in favor of sinners, dex
feated. -“Thus we may see a connection be-
tween Joseph’s first dream, and the’ death of
our Lord Christ, with all its glorious conse-
quences. . So strong, though secret, is the
concatenation between the greatest and the
smallest events. What a comfortable thought
is this to a believer, to know, that amidst all
the various interfering’ designs of men, the
Lord has qne constant design, which he can-
not, will not miss, namely, his own glory in
the complete salvation of his people; and
that he is wise, and strong, and faithful, to
make even those things, which seem contra-
ry to his design, subservient to promote it.
You have allewed me to comment upon my
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own text, yet the length of this observation
may need some apology. . Believe me to be,
with great respect, ‘
Dear sir,
Your affectionate and obliged servant.
January 18, 1763.

B

—— et

LETTER VIL

Dear Siry _

HE ship I was now on board, asa pas-

senger, was on a trading voyage for
gold, ivory, dyers-wood, and bees.wax.” It
requires much longer time to collect a cargo
of this sort, than of slaves. The captain be-
gan his trade at Gambia, had been already
four or five months in Africa, and continued
there a year, or there-abouts, after I was with
him ; in which time we ranged the whole
coast, as far as Cape Lopez, which lies about
a degree south of the equinoctial, and more
than a thousand miles farther from England,
than the place where I embarked. I have
little to offer worthy your notice, in the
course of this tedious voyage. 1 had no bu-
siness to employ my thoughts, but sometimes
amused myself with mathematics : excepting
this, my whole life, when awake, was 2

&
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course of mosthorrid impiety and profaneness.
I know not, that I have ever since met so dar-
ing a blasphemer : not content with common
oaths and imprecations, I daily invented new
ones ; so that I was often seriously reproved
by the captain, who was himself a very pas-
sionate mar, and. not at all circumspect in his
expressions. - From the relation I at times
made him of my past adventures, and what
he saw of my conduct, and especially towards
the close of the voyage, when we met with
many disasters, he would often tell me, that,
to his great grief, he had a Jonah on board ;
‘that a curse attended ‘me wherever I went;
and that all the troubles he met with in the
voyage, were owing to-his having taken me
into the vessel. I shall omit any further parti-
culars, and after mentioning an instance or two
of the Lord’s mercy to me, while I was thus
defying his power and patience, 1 shall proceed
to something more worthy of your perusal.
Although I lived long in the excess of al-
miost every other extravagance, I never was
fond of drinking ; and my father has often
been heard to say, that while I avoided drunk-
enness, he should still entertain hopes of my -
recovery. But sometimes I would promote
a drinking-bout, for a frolic szke, as’1 term-
ed it ; for though I did not love the liquor,
{ was sold to do iniquity, and delighted in.
ischief. The last abominable frolic of thig
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sort 1 engaged in, was in the river Gabon ;
the proposal and expence were my own.
Four or five of us one evening sat down upon
deck, to se¢ who could hold out the longest
in drinking geneva and rum alternately ¢ a
large sea-shell supplied the place of a’'glass.
I was very unfit for a challenge of this sort;
for my head was always incapable of bearing
much strong drink. However, I began, and
proposed the first toast, which, T well remem-
ber, with some imprecation against the per-
son who should start first.—This proved to
be myself—My brains were soon fired—k
arose and danced about the deck like a mad-
man; and while I was thus diverting my com-
- panions, my hat went over-board.- By the
light of the moon I saw the ship’s boat; and
eagerly threw myself over the side to get in-
to her, that I might recover my hat. My
sight, in that circumstance, deceived me 5 for
the boat was not within' my reach, as I
thought, bnt perhaps twenty feet from the
ship’s side. 1 was, however, half over-board,
and should, in one moment more, have
plunged myself into the water, when some-
tody - catched hold of my clothes behind,
and pulled me back. This was an amazing
escape ; for 1 couid not swim, if Thad been
sober ; the tide ran very strong; my com-
panions were too much intoxicated to save
me: and the rest of the ship’s company were
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asleep.  So near I was, to appearance, of pe-
nshmg in that dreadful ¢condition, and sinking
into eternity under the weight of my own curse.
Another tlme, at Cape Lopez, some of us
had been in the woods, and shot a buffalo, or
wild cow : we brought a part of it on board,
and carefully marked the place, as I thoucrht,
where we left the remainder. In the evening
we returned to fetch it, but-we set out t00
late. I undertook to be their guide, but night
coming on before we could reach’ the place,
we lost our way. Sometimes we were in
swamps up to the middle in water ; and when
we recovered dry land, we could not telt
whether we were walking towards the ship,
or wandering farther from her—Every step
increased our uncertamty.—The night grew
darker, and we were entangled in inextricable
woods, where perhaps the foot of man had
never trod before. That part of the country
is intirely abandoned to wild beasts, with
which it prodigiously abounds. We were n-
deed in a terribie case, having neither light,
- food, nor arms, and expecting a tyger to
“rush from behind every tree. The stars were
clouded, and ‘we had no compass to form. a
judgmert which way we were going. Had
thin®s continued thus, we had probably pe-
rished: but it pleased God, no beast came
near us ; and, after some hours perplexity,
the moon drose, and pointed out the eastern

P N
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quarter. It appeared then, as we had ex-
pected, thatinstead of drawing nearer to the
sea-side, we had been penetrating into the
country 3 but, by the guidance of the moon,
we at length came to the water-side, a consi-
derable distance from the ship. We got safe
on board, without any other inconvenience
than what we suffered from fear and fatigue.

Those, and many other deliverances, were
all, at that time, entirely lost vpon me. 'The
admonitions of conscience, which, from suc-
céssive repulses, had grown weaker and weak-
er, at length entirely ceased ; and fora space

“of many months, if not for some years, I
cannot recollect, that T had a single check of
that sort.” At times I have been visited with
sickness, and have believed myself near to
death ; byt I had not the least concern about
the consequences. Ina word, I seemed to
have every mark of final impenitence and re-
jection ; neither judgments nor mercies made
the least impression on me.

At length, our business finished, we left
Cape Lopez, and after a few days stay at the
island-of Annabona, to lay in provisions, we
sailed homewards, about the beginning of
January, 1748, TFrom Annabona to Eng-
land, without touching at apy intermediate
port, is a very long navigation, perhaps more
than seven thousand miles if we include the
circuits necessary to be made on account of
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the trade winds.. We sailed first westward,
till near the coast of Brazil, then norhward,.
to . the banks of Newfoundland, with the
ugeal variations of wind and weather, and
without meeting any ' thing: exttaordinary.
On these banks we stopped half a day'to fish
for cod.: this was then chiefly for divertion ;
we had provisionsenough, and- little expected
those fish {as it afterwards proved) would be
“all 'we- should "have to subsist o, We left
the banks March 1, with a hard gale of wind
westerly, which pushed us fast homewards, - -
1 should here observe that with the length of
this voyage, in a hot climate, the vessel was™
greatly out of repair; and very unfit to sup-
port stormy weather : the sails and cordage
were likewise' very much worn out, and many
such circumstances concurred,. to render what
followed more dangerous. I think it was on
the ninth of March, the day before our ca--
tastrophe, that I felt a thought pass through
my mind, which I long had been a stranger
to. Among the few books we had on board,
one was Stanhope’s Thomas & Kempis: 1
carelessly took it up, as I had often done be-
fore, to pass away the time ; but I had still
read- it with the same ‘indifference, as if if
were intirely a romance. However, while I
was reading this time, an involuntary sugges-
sion arose in my mind. What if these things
should be true? I could not bear the force

- a
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of the inference, as it related to myself; and
- therefore shut the beok presently. = My con-
scierfce witnessed against me once more, and
T concluded that, true or false, I must abide
the consequences of my. own choice. I put
an abrupt end to these reflections, by joining
in with .some vain conversation or other that
came in my way.

But now the Lord’s time was come and the
conviction I was so unwilling to receive,
was deeply impressed upon me by an awful
dispensation. . I went. to bed that night in
my usual security and indifference, but was
awaked from sound sleep by the force of a vio-
lent sea which broke on board us. 8o much
of it came down below as filled the cabin I
lay in with water. 'This alarm was followed
by a cry, from the deck, that the ship was
going down, orsinking. As soon as I could
recover myself, I essayed to go upen deck,
but was met upon the Iadder by the captain,
who desired me to bring a knife with me.
While I returned for the knife, another per-’
son went up in my room, who was instantly
washed overboard. We had no leisure to
lament him, nor did we expect to survive him
long ; for we soon found the ship was filling
with water very fast. The sea had torn a-
way the upper timbers, on one side, and made
4 mere wreck in a few minutes. I shail not
affect to describe this disaster in the marine
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dialect, which would be understood by few';
and ‘therefore I can give you but a very inad-
equate idea of it. ~ Taken in all circumstan-
ces, it was astonishing, and almost miracu-
lous, that any of us survived to relate the
story. We had immediate recourse to the
pumps, but. the water increased against our
efforts : some of s were set to bailing in ano-
ther part of the vessel,” thatis; tolade it ot
with buckets and pails. We had but eleven ot
twelve peoplé to sustainthis service'y and not-
withstanding all we tould do, she was full, or
very near it, and then with a common cargo,
she must have sunk of course : but we had a
great quantity of bees-wax and wood on
board, which were specifically lighter than
the water ; and as’ it pleased ‘God, that we
received this shotk in the very crisis of the
gale, towards ‘morning we were enabled to
employ some. meatis for our safety, which
succeeded beyond hope. In about an hour’s
time, the day began to break, and the wind
abated. We' expended most of our clothes -
and bedding to stop the leaks, (though the
weather was exceeding cold, especially to us,
who had so lately left a hot climate,) over
these we nailed pieces of boards, and at last
perceived the water abate. At the begine
ning of this hurry, T was little affected; I
pumped hard, and endeavored to animate
myself and my companions: I told one of
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them, that in a few days this distress would
serve us to talk cver a glass of wine : but he
being a less hardened sinner than myself, re-
plied with tears, ¢ No, it is too late now.
About nine p’clock, being almost spent with
cold and labor, I went to speak with  the
c‘,ptam, who was busied eleevibere, and just
5 1 was retursing from him, I said, almost
\nnt iout any wmeaning, ¢ if this Wlll not do,
% the Jord have mercy upen s’ This
,(Lhuuo s spoken with little veflection) was the
first desire I had breathed for mercy for the
space of mary years. I was instantly struck
with my own words, and as Jehu said once,
What bast thou to do wwith peace ? so it di-
rectly occurred, What mercy can there be for
me ? 1 was obliged to return to the pump,
“and there 1 contmued till noon, almost every
passing wave breaking over my head ; but we
made ourselves fast w |th ropes, that we might
not be washed away. Indeed I expected that
every time the vessel descended in the sea,
she would rise no more ; and though 1 dread-
ed death now, and my heart foreboded the
worst, if’ the scriptures, which I had long
since opposed, were indeed true; yet I was
still but half convinced, and remained for a
space of time in a sullen frame, a mixture of
despair and impatience, I thought if the
christian rehgxon was true, 1 could not be
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forgiven; and was therefore expecting, and-
almost, at times, wishing to know the worst
of it. ‘ ‘

Iam, Sir,
Yqurs.
January 19, 1763.

B amnd

LETTER, VIIL

Dear Sir,

T HE 10th:(that is in the present stile the
21st) of March, is a day much to be
remembered by me, and I have never suffer-
ed it to pass wholly unnoticed since the year
1748. On that day™the Lord sént from on
high and delivered me out of the deep waters.
—1 ¢pntinued at the pump from three in the
morning till near noon, and then I could do
no more. I went and lay down upon my
bed, uncertain and indifferent, whether 1
should rise again. . In an hour’s time I was
called, and not being able to pump, I went
to the helm, and steered the ship till midnight,
excepting a small interval for refreshment.
¥ had here leisure and convenient opportunity
) a2



78 LIFE OF

for reflection : T began to think of my for-
mer religivus professions the extraordinary
twrns in my life 5 the calls, warnings, and
deliverances, I had met with, the licentious
course of my couversation, particularly my
unparalieled effrontery in making the gospel
history (which 1 couid not now be sure was
false, though I was net yet assured it was
true) the constant subject of profane ridicule,
I thought, allowing the scripfure premises,
there never was nor could be such a sinner as
myself, and then comparing the advantages I
haa broken through, [ concluded, at first,
that my sins were tco great to be forgiven.
The scripture likewise seemed to say the
same ; for 1 had formerly been well acquaint-
ed with the Bible, and many passages, upon
the occasion, returnzd to my memory, particu-
larly those awful passages, Prov. 1. -4—31.
Heb vii 1. A.and 20 Pet. il 20, which seem-
ed so exactly to stit my case and character,
as.to bring  with them a presumptive proot of
a divine original. Thus, as | have said, I
waited with fear and impatience to receive
my inevituble doom. Yet, though I had
thoughts of this kind, they were exceeding
faint und dispropor tionate; it was not titl long
aftar {perhaps several years) 1 had gained
some clear views of the mfinite rightecusness
and grace of Christ Jesus my Lord, that T had
a deep and strong apprehension of my state by
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nature and practice, aud pethaps, till then, -
I could not have berne the sight. So won-
derfully does the Lord proportion the. disco-
veries of sin and grace; for he knows our -
frame, and that; if he was to put torsh the
greatness of his power, a poor sinner wouid

be instantly overwhelmed, and crushed as a

moth. DBut to return, when I saw, beyond
all probability, there was still bope of respite,
and heard, about six in the evening, that the

. ship was freed from watet—there arose a

gleam of hope. - I thought I saw the hand of
God displayed in our favor; I began to
pray—1I could not utter the prayer of faith ;
I could not draw unear to a reconciled God ;
and call him father. My prayer was like the
cry of the ravens, which yet the Lord dces
not disdain to hear. I now began to think
of that Jesus, whom I had so often derided ;
I recollected the particulars of his life, and of
his death ; a death for sins not his own, but,
as I rerembered, for the sake of=those, who
in their distress, should put their trust in him.
And now T chiefly wanted evidence.—-The
comfortless principles of infidelity were deep-
ly riveted, and I rather wished than believed
these things weie real facts.  You will please
to observe, sir, that I collect the strain of

‘the reasonings and exercises of my mind in

one view ; but I do not say that all this pas-
sed atone time. The great question now was, .

¢
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how to obtain faith ? 1 speak not of an ap-
propriating, faith (of which I then knew nei-
ther the nature or necessity ) but how I should
gain an assurance, that the scriptures were of
a divine inspiration, and a sufficient warrant
for the exercise of trust'and hope in God.
One of the first helps I received (in conse-
‘quence of a determination to examine the
New Testament more . carefully) was from
Luke xi. 18. T had been sensible, that to
profess faith in Jesus Christ, when, in reality,
I did not believe his history, was no better
than a mockery of the heart-searching God ;
but here I found a spirit spoken of, which
was to be communicated to those who ask itz
upon this I reasoned thus—1If this bookis true,
the promise in this passage is true likewise : I
have need of the veryspirit by which the whole
was wrote, in order tounderstand it aright, He
has engaged here to give that spirit to those
who ask. I must therefore pray for it, and if it
is‘of God, he will make good his own word.
My purposes were strengthened by John vii.
17.1 concluded from thence, that though'I
could not say, from my heart, that I believed
the gospel, yet I would not for the present,
take it for granted ; and that by studying it
in this light, Ishould be more and more con-
firmed init. If what I am writing could be
perused by our modern infidels, they would
say (for I too well know their manner) that
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I was very desirous to persuade myself into
thisopinion. I confess I was; and sorwould
they be, if the Lord should shew them,. as
he was pleased to shew me, at that time, the
absolute necessity of some expedient to inter~
pose between a righteous God, and Sinful
soul : upon the gospel scheme, I saw, ar least,
a peradventure of hope ; but on every side I
was surrounded with black unfathomable des-
pair. . FE
- The wind was now moderate,-but continu-
ed fair,. and we were still drawing nearer to
our port. We began to recover from our
consternation, though we were greatly alarm-
ed by our circumstances. . We found that the
water having floated all our moveables in the
hold, all the casks of provisions had - been
beaten to pieces, by the violent motion of the
ship : on the other hand, our live stock, such
as pigs, sheep, and poultry; had been wash-
ed over-board in the storm.. In effect, all
the provisions we saved, except the fish I
mentioned, and some food of the pulse kind,
which used to be given to the hogs (and there
was but little of this left,) all our other pro-
visions would have subsisted us but a week at
scanty allowance: The sails too were most-
ly blown away, so that we advanced but slow--
ly, een while the wind was fair. We ima-
. gined ourselves about a- hundred leagues from
the land, but were in reality much farther.

*
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Thus we proceeded with an alternate preva-
lence of hopes and fears.——My leisure time
was chiefiy employed in reading and meditat-
ing on the scripture, and praying to the Lord
for merey and instruction.

Things continued thus for four or five days,
or. perhaps longer, till we were awakened one
morning, by the joyful shouts of the watch
upon deck, proclaiming the sight of land.
We were all soon raised at the sound. The
dawning was uncommonly beautiful, and the
light (just strong enough to discover distant
objécts) presented us with a gladdening pros-
pect : it seemed a mountainous coast, about
twenty miles from us, terminating in a cape
or point; and, a little further, two or three
small ‘islands, or hummocks, as just rising
out of the water ; the appearance and posi-
tion seemed exactly answerable to our hopes,
resembling the northwest extremity of Ireland,
which we were steering for.  We smcerely
congratulated each other, making no doubt,
but that if the wind continued, we should be
in safety and plenty the next day. The small
rematnder of our brandy (which was reduced
to little more than a pint) was, by the cap-
tain’s orders, distributed amongst us; he ad-
ded at the same tlme, « We shall soon have
brandy enough.”” -We likewise eat up the
residue of our bread for joy of this wel-
come sight, and were in the condition of
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men suddenly reprieved from death. ‘While
we were thus alert, ‘the mate with a graver
tone than the rest, sunk our spirits, by say-
ing, that « he wished that it might proveland
at last.”” If one of the common sailors had at
first said so, I know not but the rest would
have beat him for raising such anunreasonable
doubt. It brought on, however, warm de-
bates and disputes, whether it was land or 1o ;
but the case was soon unanswerably decided;
for the day was advancing fast, and, in a little
time one of our fancied islands began to grow
red, from the approach of the sun, which
arose just under it. In a word we had been
prodigal of our bread and brandy too hastily ;
our land was literally in nubibus, nothing but
clouds, and, in half an hour more, the whole
appearance was dissipated—Seamen have of-
ten known deceptions of this sort, but'in our
extremity we were very loath to be undeceiv-
ed. However, we comforted ourselves, that
though we could mot see the land, yet we
should soon, the wind hitherto continuinge
fajr ; but alas, we were deprived of this hope
likewise ! That very day our fair wind
subsided into a calm, and the next morping '
the gales sprung up fromthe south-east, direct-
.1y against us, and continued so for more than
a fortnight afterwards. The ship was so
wrecked, that we were obliged'to keep the *
wind always on the broken side, unless the

i et e
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weather was quite moderate : thus were we'
driven, by the wind fixing in that quarter,
still further from our port, to the northward
of all Ireland, as far as the Lewis or western
islands of Scotland, but a long way to the
westward. In a word, out station was such
as deprived us of any hope of being relieved
by -other vessels : it may indeed be question-
ed, whether our ship was not the very first
that had been in that part of the ocean, at
that season of the year. .
Provisions now-began to grow very short ;
the half of a salted cod was a day’s subsistence
for twelve people 5 we had plenty- of fresh
water, but not a drop of strong liquor ; no
bread, hardly any clothes, and very cold
weather. We had incessant labor with the
pumps, 40 keep the ship above water. Much
labor and little food, wasted us fast, and
one man dicd under the hardship. Yet our
sufferings were light, in comparison of our
just fears ; we could.not afford this bare al-
lbwance much longer, buthad a terrible pros-
pect of being either starved to death, or re-
duced to feed upon one another.  Our ex-
pectations grew darker every day, @nd I had
a further trouble peculiar to myself.  The
captain, whose temper was quite soured by
distress, was hourly reproaching me (as I
formerly observed) as the sole cause of the
calamity, and was confident, that if I was-

B
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thrown overboard {and not otﬁerwise) they
should be preserved from death: He did
not intend to make the experiment, but the
continual repetition of this in my ears, gave
me much uneasiness, especially asmy con-
science seconded his words, I though it very
probable, that all thathad befallen us was on
my account. I was, at last found out by
the powerful hand of God, and condemmed
in my own breast. However, proceeding in’
the method I have described, 1 began to con-
ceive hopes greater than all my fears; especi-
ally when, at the time we were ready to give
up all for lost, and despair was taken place
I every countenance, I saw the wind come
about to the very peint we wished it, so as
best to suit that broken part of the ship which
must be kept'out'of the water, and to blow
so gentle as our few remaining sails could
bear and thus it continued without any ob-
- serv able alternation or increase, though at an
ansettled time of the vear, till we ence more
were called up to see the land, and wére
convinced that it was land indeed. We saw
the island Tory, and the next day anchoned
in Louvgh Svulv, in Ireland: this was the
gth of April just -four weeks afier the da-
mage we sustai»ed from the sea.  When we
eame into this port, our very last victuals
were boxlmg .in the pot, and before we had
been there two hours, the wind, which spem-
5]
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ed to have been providentially restrained till
we were in a place of fafety, began to blow
with great violence, so that if we had con-
tinued at sea that night in our shatteted en-
feebled condition, we must, in 2ll human ap-
pearance, have gone to the bottom. About
this time I began to know that there isa God
that hears and answers prayer. How many
times has he appeared for me since this great
deliverance.—Yet, alas, how distrustful and
ungrateful is my heart unto this hour,

Iam,

~ Dear Sir, ;
. Your obliged
Januvary 19, 1763, humble servant.

.

LETTER IX.
LDear Sir,

HAVE brought my history down, to the”

time of my arrival in Ireland, 1748; but,
before 1 proceed, I would look back alittle,
to give you some further account of the state
of my mind, and how far I was helped a-
gainst inward difficulties, which beset-me at
the time Ihad many outward hardships to
struggle with. The straits of hunger, cold,
weariness, and the fears of sinking and starv-
ing, 1 shared in common with others; but,
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besides these, I felt a heart-bitterness, which
was properly my own; no one on board but
myself being impressed with any sense of the
hand of God, in our danger and. deliverance,
at least not awakened to any concern for their
souls. No temporal dispensations can reach
the heart, unless the Lord himself applies
them. My companions in danger were either
quite unaffected, or soon forgot it all ; but
it wasnot so with me; not that I wasany
wiser or better than they, but because the
Lord was pleased to vouchsafe me peculiar
mercy, otherwise I was the most unlikely
person in the ship to receive an impression,
having been often before quite stupid and
hardened in the very face of great dangers,
and always, till this time, had hardened my
neck still more and more after every reproof;
—1I can see noreason, why the Lord singled
me out for mercy but this, ¢ thatso it seem-
ed good to him ;” unless it was to shew, by .
one astonishing instance, that with him, ¢ no-
thing is impossible.”’

There were no persons on board, to whom I
could open myself with freedom concerning
the statc of my soul, none from whom I could
ask advice. Asto books, I had a New 7es-
tament, Stanhope, already mentioned, and a
volume gf Bishop Beweridge’s sermons, one
of which, upon. our Lord’s passion affected
me much. In perusing the New ZTestament,
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I was struck with several passages, particular-
1y that of the fig-tree, Luke xifi. ‘The case of
St. Paul, 1 Tim. 1. but particularly the Pro-
digal, Luke xv. a case, I thought, that had ne-
ver been so nearly exemplified, as by myself
and then the goodnessof the fatherin receiving,
nay, in running to meet such a son, and this
intended only to illustraie the Lord’s goodness
to returning sinners; this gained apon me.
I continued much in prayer ; I saw that the
Lord had interposed so far to save me, and ¥
hoped he would do more. The outward
circumstances helped in this piace, to make
me still more serious and earnest in crying to
him, who alone could relieve me; and some-
times I thought I could be content to die
even for want of food, so I might but diea
believer. Thus far I was answered, that be-
fore we arrived in Ireland Ihad a satisfactory
evidence in my own mind of the truth of the
gospel, as considered in itseif, and its exact
suitableness to answer all my needs. I saw
“that, by the way they were pointed out. God
“might declare not in his mercy only, but his
justice also, in the pardon of sin, on the ac-
count of the obedience and suffermgs of Jesus
Christ. My judgment, at that time, embrac-
ed the sublime doctrine of « God manifest in
the flesh, reconciling the world to himself” ¥
had no idea of those systems, which allow
the Saviour no higher honor than that of an
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upper servant, or, at the most, a demiged. 1
stood in need of an almighty Saviour, and
such g one I found described in the New Tes-
tament.  Thus far the Lord had wrought a
marvellous thing ; I was no longer an infidel ;
I heartily renounced my former profaneness ;
I had taken up some right notions, was se-
riously disposed, and sincerely touched with
a sense of the undeserved mercy I had re-
ceived, in being brought safe through so
many dangers. I was sorry for my past mis- .
pent life, and proposed an immediate. refor-
- mation ; I was quite free from the habit of
swearing which seemed to have been deeply
rooted-in me, as a second nature. ‘Thus, to
all appearance, I was a new man, 4
Butthough I cannot doubt thar this change,
so far asit prevailed, was wrought By the
spirit and power of God, yet still I was great-
ly deficient in many respects. I was in some
degree affected with a sense of my more en-
ormous sins, but was little aware of the in-
nate evils of my heart. I had no apprehen:
sion of the spirituality and extent of the law
of ‘God: the hidden life of a christian, as
it consists in communion with God by Jesus
Christ, and a continual dependence on Him,
for hourly supplies of wisdom, strength, and
comfort, was a mystery of which as yet I had .
no knowledge. I acknowledged the Lord’s”
. H 2
IR
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mercy n pardoning what was paslt, but depen-
ded chiefly upon my own resolution to do bet-
ter for the time to come. I had no christian
friend or faith{ul minister to advise me, that
my strength was no more than my righteous-
ness; and though I scon began to enquire for
serious books, yet, not huvmyg spiritual dis-
cernment T frequently made 2 wrong choice,
and I was not brought in the way of evange-
Yical preaching or conversation (except the
few times when I heard but understood not)
for.six years after this period. Those things
_the Lord was pleased to ‘discover to me gra-
dually. I learnt them here a little, and there
alittle, by my own painful experience at a dis-
tance from the common means and ordi-
nances, and in the midst of the same course of
evil company, and bad examples, as i had
been conversant with for some time.  From
this period I could no more make a mock at
sin, or jest with holy things; I no more
. questioned the truth of scripture, or lost 2
sense of the rebukes of consicence. There-
fore I consider this as the beginning of my
return to God, or rather of hisreturn to me;
but I cannot consider myself’ to have been u
believer (in the full sense of the word) tli
a considerable time afterwucds.
I have told you thatin the tirae of our dis-
_tress, we had fresh water in abundance ; this,
was a considerable relief to us, especially as
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eur spare diet was mostlgr salt fish, without
bread ; we drank plentifully, and were not
afraid of wanting' water ; yet our Stock of
this likewise was much nearer to an end than
we expected ; for we supposed that we had
six large butts of water on board, and ‘it was
well that we were safe arrived in Ireland be-
fore we discovered that five of them were
empty, having been removed out of their
places, and stove by the vioient agitation,
when the ship was full of water. - If we had
found this out, while we were at sea, it would
have greatly heightened our distress, as we
must have drank more sparingly.

While the ship was reftting at Lough Swil-
1y, I repaired to Londonderry. I lodged at
an exceeding good house, where I was treat-
ed with much kindness, and soon recruited
my health agd strength. T was now a serious
proféssor went twice a day to the prayers at
church, and determined to receive the sacra-
ment the next opportunity, A few days be-
fore 1 signified my intention to the minister,
ag the rubric directs: but I found this prac-
tice was grown obsolete. At length the day
game : L arose very early-—was very particu.
lar and earnest in'my private devotion, and,
with the greatest solemnity engaged myself tc
be the Lord’s forever, and only his. This
was not a formal, but a sincere surrender, un
der & warm sense of mercies recently receiv
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ed; and yet, for want of a better knowledge
of myself, and the subtility of Satan’s tempta-
ticns I was seduced to forget the vows of God
that were upon me. Upon the whole, though
my views of the gospel-salvation were very
indistinct, I experienced a peace and satisfac-
tion in the ordinance that day, to which I had
been hitherto a perfect strangor.
The next day I was abroad with the Mayor
* of the city, an’ﬁr some other gentlemen, shoot-
ing 3 I climbed up a steep bank, and pulling
my {owling-piece after me, as I held it ina
perpendicular direction, it went off so near
my face as to burn away the corner of my
hat—Thus when we think ourselves in the
greatest safety, we are no less exposed to
danger, than whemall the elements seem con-
spiring to destroy us. The Divine Provi-
dence, which is suflicient to deliver usin onr
utmost extremity, is equally necessary to our
preservation in the most peaceful sitvation.
During our stay in [reland I wrote home.
The vessel I was in had not been heard of
or eighteen months, and was given up for
ost long before. My father had no more
ipectation of hearing that I was alive, but
e received my letter 4 few days before he
ft London. He was just going Governor
f For York in Hudson's Bay, from whence
e never returned. He sailed before I land.
1 in England, or he had purposed to take
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me with him ; but, God designing otherwise,
one hindrance or other delayed us in Ireland,
till it was too late. I received two or three
affecticnate letters from him, but I never had
the pleasure of seeing him more, "I had
hopes, that in three years more I should
have ‘had an opportunity of asking his for-
giveness for the uneasiness my disobedience
had given him; but the ship that was to have
brought him home, came without him. Ac-
cording to the best accounts wé received; he
was seized with the cramp, when bathing,
and drowned a little before her arrival in the
Bay.—Excuse this digression.

My father, willing to contribute all in his
power to my satisfaction, paid a visit, before
his departure to my friends in Kent, and gave
his consent to the union which had been so
long talked of. Thus, when I returned to
w——, T found I had only the consent of
one person to obtain : with her I as yet stood
at as great an uncertainty as on the first day
I saw her. :

1 arrived at ——— the latter end of May
1748, the same day that my father sailed
fromn the Nore, but found the Lord had pro-
vided me another father in the gentleman
whose ship had brought me home. He re-
ceived me with great tenderness, and the
strongest expressions of friendship and assis-
tance ; yet not more than he has since made
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good : for tobim, as the instrument of God’s
goodness, I owe my all. Yet it would not
have been in the power, even of this friend,
to have served me effectually, if the Lord
had not met with me on my way "home, as
I have related. Till then I was like the man
possessed with the lgion. No arguments, no
persuasion, no views.of interest, no remem-
brance of the past, or regard to the future,
could have constrained me within the bounds
of common prudence. But now I was in
some measure restored to my serises.

My friend immediately offered me the
command of a ship ; but, upop mature con-
sideration, I declined it for the present. 1
had been hitherto always unsettled and care-
less, and therefore thought I had better
make another voyage first, and learnto obey,
and acquire a further insight and experience
in business before I venturedto undertake such
a charge. The mate of the vessel I came
home in, was preferred to the command of a
new’ ship, and I enguged to go in the station
of mate with him. 1 made a short visit to
London, &ec. which did not fully answer my
views. I had but one opportunity of seeing
Mrs, ##dxk of which I availed myself
very little, for I was =zlways exceeding
aukward in pleading my cwn cause, viva
woce.—But after my return to L s
put the guestion in such a manner, by let-
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ter, that she could net avoid {unléss' I had
greatly mistaken her) coming to some sort

~of an explanation. Her answer (though
penned with abundance of caution) satisfied
me, as I collected from it, that she was free
from any other engagement, and not wnwil-
ling to wait the event of the voyage 1 had
undertaken. - I should be ashamed to trouble
you with these little' details, if you had not
yourself desired me. ' ‘
Ianm i
Dear Sir,
Yours, &e.
January 20, 1768.

e

LETTER X.
LDear Sir,

Y connections with sea affairs have oft-

en led me to think, that the varieties
observable in' christian experience may be
properly illustrated  from the circumstances
of a voyage. Imagineto yourself a number
of vessels, at different times, and at different
places, bound to the same port ; there are
some things in which all these would agreé—
the compass steered by, the port in view, the
geoeral rules of navigation, both as to the

»
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management of the vessel, and determuing
their astronomical observation, would be the
same in all. In other respects they would
differ : perhaps no two of them would meet
with the same distributions of winds and
wedther. Some we see set out with a pros-
perous . gale, and, when they almost think
their passage secured, they ace checked by

adverse blasts; and, after enduring much
hardshlp and danger, and frequr‘n* expecta-
tions of sh1pwreck they just escape, and
reach the desired haven. Others meet the
greatest difficulties at first ; they put forth in
2 storm, and are often beaten back ; atlength -
their voyage proves favorable, and they en-
ter the port with a plerophoria, a rich and
abundant entrance. Some are hard beset
with cruizers and enemies, and obliged to
fight their way through. Others meet with
little remarkable in their passage. Is it not
thus in the spiritual life ? All true believers
walk by the same rule, and mind the'same
things ; the word of God is their compass,
Jesus is both their poiar star, and their sun of
rightecusness ; their hearts and faces arc all
set Sion-ward. - Thus far they are as one bo-
dy, animated by one spirit ; yet their expe-

rience, formed upan these common principles,
is far from uniform. The Lord in his first
call, and his following dispensations has a re-
gard to the situation, temper, talents of sach,

96. LIFE OF
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and to the particular services or trials he has
appointed them for. Though all are exercised
at times, yet some pass through-the voyage
of life much more smoothly than others. But
ke, ¢ who walks upon the wing of the wind,
“ and measures the waters in the hollow of
“ his hand,” will not suffer any, of whom he
has once taken charge, to perish in the storms
though, for a season, perhaps, many of them
are ready to give "ui all hopes. :
Wee must not, therefore make the experi-
ence of othérs, in all respects, a rule to our-
selves, nor our own a rule to others; yet these
are common mistakes, and productive of many
more. As to myself, evéry part of my case
has been extraordinary—1I have hardly met a
single instance resembling it. Few very
few, have been recovered from such a dread-
ful state ; and the few, that have been thus
favored, have generally Rasse‘d through the
most severe convictions, and, after the Lord
has given them peace, their future lives have
. 'been ustially more zealous, bright, and exem-
plary “than common. Now, as, on the one
hand: my convictions were very moderate,
and far below what might have beensexpect-
ed, from the dreadful review I had to make;
. 50 on the other, my first beginnirigs, in a
religious course, were as faint as can he well
imagined. I never knew that season alluded
to, Jer. il. 2 Rev. ii. 4. usually called the
, 1
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time of the first love. Who would not ex-
pect to hear, that after such a wonderful un-
hoped-for deliverance, as I had received,
and after my eyes were, in some measure,
enlightened to see things aright, 1 should im-
tnediately cleave tothe Lord and his ways,
with full purpose of heart; and consult no
more with flesh and blood ? But alas! it was
far otherwise with me ; 1 had learned to pray,
I set some value upon the word of God, and
was no longer a libertine, but my soul still
cleaved to the dust.  Soon after my depar-
ture from IL.—— , 1 began tc intermit,
and grow slack in waiting upon the Lord ; 1

rew vain and trifling in my conversation ;
and, though my heart smote me often, yet -
my armor was gone, and I declined fast;
and by the time we arrived at Guinea, I seem-
ed to have forgot all the Lord’s mercies,
and my own engagements, and was (pro-
faneness excepted) almost as bad as hefore.
"The enemy prepared a train of temptations,
and I became his easy prey, and, for about
a month, he lulled me asleep in a course of
evil, of which, a few months before, I could
not have supposed myself any longer capable.
How much propriety is there in the Apostle’s
advice, * Take heed lestany of you be har-
¢ dened through the deceitfulness of sin.”
O who can be sufficiently upon their guard !
Sin first deceives, and then it hardens: 1
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was now fust bound in chains; I had little
desire, and no power at all to recover my-
self. I could not but at times reflect how it
was with me ; but, if T attempted to struggle
with it, it was in vain. I was just like Sam-
¢ony when he said, ¢ I will go forth and
“shake myself as at other times,” but the
Lord was departed, and he found himself
helpless in the hands of his eremies. By
the remembrance of this interval, the Lord
has often instructed - me since, what a poor
creature I am in myself, incapable of stand-
ing a single hour, without continual fresh
supplies of strength and grace from the foun-
tain-head.

Atlength the Lord, whose mercies are in-
finite, interposed in my behalf. My busi-
ness, in this voyage, while upon the coast,
was to sail from place to place in the long-
boat to purchase slaves, The ship was at
Sierra L.eon, and Ithen at the Plantanes, the
scene of my former captivity, where every
thing T saw might seem to remind me of my
ingratitude. I was in easy circumstances,.
coyrted by those who formerly despised me :
the /ime-trees 1 had planted were growing
tall, and promised fruit the following year,
against which time I had expectations of re-
turning with a ship of my own. Bur.glone of
these things affected me, till, as I have said,
the Lord again interposed to save me. He

&
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visited me “with a violent fever, which broke
the fatal chain, and once more brought me
to myself? But O what a prospect ! [ thought
myself now summoned away : My past dan-
gers and deliverances, my earnest prayers in
the time of trouble, my solemn vows before
the Lord at his table, and my ungrateful re-
turns for all his goodness were ail present to
*my mind at once. Then I began to wish-
that the Lord had suffered me to sink into the’
ocean, when I first besought his mercy. TFor
a little while, T concluded the door of hope
to be quite shut; but this continued not
long. Weak and almost delirious I rose
from my bed, and crept to a retired part of
the island ; and here I found a renewed liber-
ty to pray. I durst make no more resolves,
but cast myself before the Lord, to do with
me as he should please. I donot remember,
that any particular text, or remarkable disco-
very, was presented to my mind ; but in ge-
netal I was enabled to hope and believe in a
crucified Saviour. The burden was remov-
ed from my conscience, and not only my
peace, but my health was restored ; I cannot
say instantaneously, but I recovered from
that hour, and so fast, that when I returned
to the ship, two days afterwards, I was per-
fectly well before I got on board. And from
that time, I trust, I have been delivered from
the power and dominion of sin; though, as

-
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te the effects and conflicts of sin dwelling in
me, I still ¢groan, being burthened?’ I
now began again ‘to wait upon the Lord,"
and though T have often grieved his spirit,
and foolishly wandered from him since, (when *
alas, shall I be more wise) yet his powerful
grace has hitherto preserved me from such
black declensions, as this I have last record-
ed ; and I humbly trust in his mercy and
promises, that he will be my guide and guard
to the end. ' ‘ ‘ ’
My leisure hours, in this voyage, were
chiefly employed in learning the Latin lan-
guage, which I had now entirely forgot.
This desire took place from an imitation, 1
had seen, of one of Horace’s Odes in a2 Ma-
gazine. - I began the attempt under the great-
est disadvantages possible ; for I pitcled up-
on a poet, perhaps the most difficult of the
poets, even Horace himself, for* my first
book. Ihad picked upan old English trans-
lation of him, which; with Castalio’s Latin
Bible ; were all my helps I forgot a Diction--
ary, but I would not therefore give up my
purpose. I had the edition in wsum Delphi-
ni, and by comparing the Qdes with inter-
pretations, and' tracing the words, I could
understand from one place to another by the
Index, with the assistance I could get from
the Latin Bible ; in this way, by dint of hard
mdustry, often waking when I might hayve
‘ 12 «
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slept, 1 made some progress before I return-
ed, and not only understood the ssnse and
meaning of many Odes, and some of the
Epistles, but began to relish the beauties of
the composition, and acquired the spice of
what Mr. Law calls cassical enthusiasin., And,
indeed, by this means I had Horace more
ad ungum than some who are rasters of the
Latin tougue; for my helps were so few,
that I generally had the passage fixed in my
memory, before I could fully understand its
meaning.

My business in the'long-beat, during eight
months we were upon the coast, exposed me
to innumerable dangers and perils, from burn-
ing suns and chilling dews, winds, rains, and
thunder-storms, in ‘the open boat; and on
shore, from long journeys through the woods,
and the temper of the natives, who are, in
‘many places, cruel, treacherous, and watch-
ing opportunities for mischief. Several boats
in the same time, were cut off; several
white men poisoned, and, in my own boat
I "buried six or seven people with fevers..—
When going on shore, or returning from it,
in their little canoes, I have been more than
once or twice overset, by the violence of the
surf, or beach of the sea, and brought to
land half dead, for I could not swim. An

, account of such escapes, as I still remember,
would swell to several sheets, and many more
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I have perhaps:forgot; I shall only select
_one instance, as-a specimen of the wonderful
Providence, which'watched over me for good,
and which, 1 doubt not, you will think wor-
thy of notice. -

‘When our trade was finished, and we were
near sailing\ to the West-Indies, the only re-
maining service I had to performin the boat,
was to assist in bringing the wood and water
from the shore. ‘We were then at Rio Ses-
tors, - Iused to gointo the river .in the af.
© ternoon, with the sea-breeze, procure my
foading in the evening, and return on board
in the morning with the land wind. ~Several
of these little voyages I had made, but the
boat was grownold, and almost unfit for use.
"This service, likewise, was almost completed.
One day, having dined on board, I was

reparing to return to the river as formerly :
f had taken leave of the captain, received
his orders, was already ih the boat, and just
oing to put off, as we term it, that is, to
et go our ropes, and sail from the ship. In
that instant, the'captain came up from the
cabin, and.called me on board again.—I
. went, expecting further orders ; but, hesaid,
he bhad o0k it in his head (as he phrased it
that I should remain that day in the ship)
and accordingly ordered ancther man to go
in my room, 1 was surprised at this, as the
woat had never been sent without me before,

I3
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and asked him the reason ; he could give me
asen, but, as above, that so he would have
Accordingly the boat went without me,
returned no more.  She sunk that night
~r river, and the person who had supplied
ace, was drowned. I was much struck
we received news of *he event the next
-The captain himgelf, though quite
io religion, so far as to deny a par-
“dence, could not help being af-
declared that he had no other
termanding me at that time,
t it cane suddenly into his head to
me.———-1 wonder 1 omitted this in
letters, as I have always thought it
i-the most extraordinary circumstances
my life.

Iam,
Dear Sir,
Your obliged servant.
January 21, 1763.

LETTER XL

DL"L‘"‘ Sl«"g

&5 FEW dayf after I was thus wonderfully
saved front an unforeseen danger, we

d for A.,twua, and from thence proceed-

to Chauestnn, in -South Carolina. In

+2is place there are many sericus people, but
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I knew not how to find them out : indeed,
I was not aware of the difference, but suppos—
ed all’ who attended public Worbhp we
good christains. I was as much in.the dark
about preaching, not doubting but whatever
* came from the pulpit must be very good. 1
had two-or three opportunitiés of hearing a
dissentihg minister, named Smith, who, by
what I have known since, 1 beheve to have
been an excellent and powerful  preacher of
the gospel 3 and there was something in his
manner that struck me, but I did not rightly
understand him. The best words that men
can speak are ineffectaal, till explained and
applied by the. spirit of God, who alone can
open the heart. It pleased the Lord, for
some time, that I should learn no more than
what he enabled me to collect from my own
experience and reflection. My conduct was
now very inconsistent—Almost every day,
when business would permit, I used to retire
into the woods and fields (for thesc when at
hand have alivays been my favorite oratories)
and, T trust, I began to taste the sweets of
communion with God il the exercises of
prayer and praise, and yet I frequently. spent
the evening in vain and worthless company ;
indeed, my relish for worldly diversions was
much weakened, and I was rather a specta-
tor than a sharer in their pleasures, but'Tdid
not as yet see the necessity of an absolute fer-
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peéarance. Yet as my compliance with cus.
tdm and company, was chiefly owing to want
g light, rather than to an obstinate attach-
nent, and the Lord was pleased to preserve
me, from what I knew was sinful, I had for
the most part peace of conscience, and my -
strongest desires were towards the things of
God. As yet I knew not the force of that
precept, “abstain from all appearance of evil,”
but very often ventured upon the brink of-
temptaticn 3 but the Lord was gracious to
my weakness, and would ot suffer the enemy
to picvail against me. I did not break with
the world at once (us might in my case have
been expected ) but I was gradually led to see
the inconvenience and folly of one thing after
another, and, when I saw it the Lord strength-
ened me to give it up. Butit was some
years, before I was set quite at liberty from
occastonal compliances in many things, in
which, at this time, I durst by no means,
allow myself, :
We finished our voyage, and arrived in
. When the ship’s affairs were set-
tled, I went to London, and from thence
{as you may suppose) I soon repaired to
. Kent. More than seven years were now
elapsed, since my first visit.—No views of the
kind could seem more chimerical, or could
subsist under greater discouragements than
mine had done ; yet, through the over-ruling

I
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goodness of God, while I seemed abandoned
to myself, and blindly following- my own
headstrong passions, I was gunided by a-hand
that I knew not, to the accomplishment of
my wishes. Evetry obstacle was now remov-
-ed. I had renounced my former follies, ‘my
intereést, was established, and friends on all
sides consenting ; the point was now entirely
between ourselves, and after what had past,
was easily concluded. - Accordingly our
hands were joined on‘the first of February,
1750. ' '
“The satisfaction that I huve found in this
union, you will suppose has been greatly
heightened by reflection on the former disa-
greeable contrasts, I had passed through, and
the views I have had of the singular mercy
and Providence of the Lord in bringing it to
pass. If you please te look back to the be-
ginning of my sixth letter, {page 58) I doubt
not but you will allow that few persons have
known more, either of the misery or happi-
ness, of which human life (as considered in .
itself) is capable. . How easily at a time of
life when I %as so little capable of judging,
{(but a few months more than 17) might my
affections have been fixed where they conld
have met with no return, or where success -
would have been the heaviest disappointment.
The'long delay I met with was likewise a
mercy ; for had 1 succeeded a year er two
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sooner, before the Lord was pleased to change
my heart we must have been mutually un-
happy, even as to the present life. ¢ Surely
“ mercy and goodness have followed me all
“ my days.”

But, alas! I soon began to feel that my
heart was still hard and ungrateful to the God
of my life. This. crowning mercy, which
raised me to all I could ask or wish for in a
temporal view, and which ought to have been
an animating motive to cbedience and praise
bad a contrary effect.—1I rested in the gift.
and forgot the giver. My poor narrow heart
was satisfied~— A cold and careless frame as to
spiritual things, took place and gained ground
daily. Happy.for me the season was advanc-
ing, and in June I received orders to re-
pair to L /This roused me from my
dream ; I need not tell you, that 1 found
the pains of absence and separation fully pro-
portioned to my precedmg pleasure. It
.Was hard, very hard, to part, especially as
conscience interfered, and suggested to me
how little I deserved, that we should bespar-
ed to meet again—Dut the Lord supported
me~—I was a poor faint idolatrous creature,
but I had now some acquaintance with the
way of access to a throne of gruce, by the
blood of Jesus, and peace was soon restored
to my conscience.  Yet, through all the fol-
lowing voyage, my irregular and excessive af-
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fections were as thorns in my eyes, and often
made my other blessings tasteless and wusipid.
But He who doth all things well, over-ruled
this likewise for good. It becare an occa-
sion for quickening me in prayer, both for
her and myself ; it increased my indifference
for company and amusement ; it habituat.
ed 'me to a kind of voluntary self-denial, which
1 was afterwards taught to improve to a bet.
Ter purpose. :

"' While I remained in England, we corres-
ponded every post ; and all the while I used
the sea afterwards, I constantly kept up the

ractice of writing two or three times a week
?if weather and business permitted)” though
no conveyance homeward offered for six or

“eight months together. =My packets were
usually heavy, and as not one of them at any
time miscarried, T have to the amount of
near two hundred sheets of paper now lying in
my bureau of that correspondence. I mention
this little relief contrived to soften the inter-

vals of absence, because it liad 2 good effect -
beyond my first intention. It habituated me
to think and write upon a great variety of sub-
jects, and I acquired, insensibly, a greater
readiness of expressing myself, than I should
have otherwise attained. As I gained more
round in religious knowledge, my létters be-
¢ame more serious, and, at times, I still find
an advantage in looking them over, especial.

x
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ly as they remind me of many- providential
incidents, and the state of my mind at dif-
ferent periods in these voyages, which would -
otherwise have escaped my memory. . -

I sailed from L. in August 1750
commander of a good ship. I have no very -
extraordindry events to account, from this
period, and shall therefore contract my me-
moirs, lest I become tedions; yet I am wil-
ling to give you a brief sketch of my history
down to 1755, the year of my settlement in
my present situation. I had now the com-
mand and care of thirty persons ; I endea-
vored to treat them with humanity, and to
set them a good example; I likewise esta-

blished public worship, according to the li-
' turgy, twice every-Lord’s' day, cfficiating my-
self.  Farther than this I did not proceed,
while I continued in that employment.

Having now much leisure, I prosecuted
the, study of Latin with good success. I re-
membered a dictionary this voyoge, and pro-
cufed two or three other books; but still it
was my hap to choose the hardest,—I added
Juvenal to Horace, and for prose authors I
pitched upon Livy, Cmsar and Sallust. You
will easily conceive, Sir, that I had bard
. ‘work to begin (where I should have left off)
with Horace and Livy. I was not aware of
the difference of style; I had heard Livy
highly commended, and was resolved to un-
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derstind him. I began with the first page :
and laid down. a rule, which I seildom departed
from, not to proceed to a second period till
T undérstood the first, and =0 on. T was often
at a stand, but seldom discouraged ; here
and - there I found a few lines quite obsti-
nate, and was forced to break in upon my
rule, and give them up, especially as my edi-
“tion had only the text, without any notes to
assist me. - But there ‘werfe not ‘many such ;
for, hefore the close of that voyage, I could
{with a few exceptions) read Livy from end
to end, almost as ready as any English au-
thor. And'lfound, in surmounting this dif-
ficulty, T'had surmounted all in one. Other
prose authors, when they came in my waycost
me little trouble. In short, in the space of two
or three voyages; 1 became tolerably acquaint-
ed with the best’classics 3 ( I put all I'have to
*'say upon this-subjecttogether) I read Terence,
Virgil, and several pieces of Cicero, and the
modern ¢lassics, Buchanan, Erasmus, and Cas-
mir 3 at léngth-I conceived a design of becom-
inga Ciceronian myself, and thought it would
be a fine thing indeed to write pure and ele-
gant Latin.—I made some essays towards it,
but by this time, the Lord was pleased to
draw me nearer to himself, and to give mea
fuller view, of the ¢ pearl of great price,”” the
inestimable treasure Mid in the field of the
holy scripture ; and for the sake of this I

1
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was made willing to part withall my new ac-
quired riches. I began to think that life was
too short, especially my life, to admit of lei-
sure for such elaborate trifling. Neither poet
or historian could tell me a word of Jesus,
and T therefore applied myself ta those who
could. The classics were at first restrained
to one morning in the week, and at length
quite laid aside. I havenotlooked into Livy
these five years, and, I suppose, I could not
now well understand him. Some passages in
Horace and Virgil I still admire, but they sel-
dom come in my way. I prefer Buchanan’s
psalms to a whole shelf of Elzevirs—But

ahus much 1 have gained, and more than this
I am not solictious about, so much of the Latin
as enables me to read any useful or curious
book, that is published in that language.
About the same time, and for the same reason
that I quarrelled with Livy, I laid aside-the

-~ mathematics.—I found they not only cost me

- much time, but engrossed my thoughts top
far ; my head was literally full of schemes I
was weary of cold contemplative truths,
which can neither warm nor amend the heart,
but rather tend to aggrandize self. I found
no traces of this wisdom in the life of Jesus,
or the writings of Paul. I do not regret that
1 have had some opportunities of knowing the
first principles of these things, but I see much
cause to praise the Lord that he inclined mn
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to stop in time, and'whilst I was spending
“ my labors for that whichis not bread,”
was pleased to set béfore me ¢ wine and milk
¢ without money and without price.” -

My first voyage was fourteen. months,
through various scenes of danger and difficul-
ty, but rothing very remarkable; and, as I
intend to be mareparticular with regard to the
second, I shall only say that:I was preserved -
from every harm ;. and having seen many fall
on my right.hand and on my left,; I" was
brought home in peace, and restored to where
my thoughts had been often directed, No-
vember 2, 1751. o ,

Tam,
Sir,.-

R Your's. :
January 22,°1763. ‘
" LETTER XIL

Dear Sir, - : o ‘

"~ ALMOST wish I could recall my last

sheet, and retract my promise. I fear I
have engaged too fat, and shall prove a mere .
egotist, ~What have I more that can deserve '
x 2

- -
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your notice ? . However, it issome satisfuc-
tion, that I am now writing to yourself on-
ly; and, I believe, you will have candor to
excuse, what nothing but a sense of your
kindness could extort from me.

Soon after the period where my last closes,
that is, in the interval between my first and
second voyage after my marriage, 1 began to
keepa sort of diary, a practice which 1 have
since found of great use. I had in this inter-
val repeated proofs of the ingratitude and evil

-of my heart. A life of ease, in the midst of

my friends, and the full satisfaction of my
wishes, was not favorable to the progress of
-grace, and afforded cause of daily humiliation.
Yet, upon the whole, I gained ground. I
became acquainted with books, which gave
me a further view of christian doctrine and
.experience, particularly, Scougal’s Life of
God in the Soul of man, Harvey’s Meditations,
and The Life of Colonel Gardener. Asto
preaching I heard none, but of the common
sort, and had hardly an idea of any better
neither had I the advantage of christian ac.
quaintance. ' I was likewise greatly hindered
by a gowardly reserved spirit; I was afraid
©of baing thought precise, and, though I
egould not live without prayer, I durst not
propese ity even to my wile,-till she herself
first put me upon it ; so far was I from those

" expressions of zeal apd. love, which seem so
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suitable to- the case of cne who hashad much
forgiven. In a fey months the returning
season called me abroad again, and.I sajled
from L. — in a:new ship, July 1752,

A seafaring life 'is neeessarily -excluded
from the benefit' of publi¢ ordinances: and
christian communion; but, as I have_ob-
served, my loss uposi these heads was at this
time but small. In-other respects I know not
any calling that seems more favorable, or
affords  greater advantages to an.awakened

&,

‘mind, for. promoting the life of God in the

soul, especially to a person who has the com-
mand of a ship, and thereby has it in his pow-
€r to restrain gross irregularities in others, and -

" to dispese of his own time ; and still more so

&

in African ;voyages, as these ships carry a
double preportion of men and officersto most
othérs, which made ty department very easy;
and, excepting the hurry of trade, &e..upon
the coast, which is rather occasional than c¢on-

. gtant, afforded me'abundance of leisure. To

be at sea in these circumstances, withdrawn
out of the reach of innumerable temptations,
with opportunity and a turn of mind disposed
to observe -the wonders of God in the great
deep, with the two noble objects of sight, the
expanded heavens, and the expanded ocean
continually in view, and where evident inter-
positions of Divine Providence, in answer to
prayer, occur almost every day; these are
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helps to quicken and confirm the life of faith,
» which, in a-good measure, supply to a reli-
gious sailor the want of those advantages,
which can be only enjoyed upon the shore.
And, indeed, though my knowledge of ‘spi-
ritual things (a$ knowledge is usually estimat-
cd) was, at this time, very small, yet I
sometimes ook back with regret upon these
scenes. 1 never knew sweeter or more fre-
quent hours of divine communion than in my
two last voyages to Guinea, when I was ei-
ther almost secluded from society on ship-
board, or when on shore amongst the natives.
I have wandereéd through the woods, reflect-
ing on the singular goodness of the Lord to
me, in a place where, perhaps, there was not a
person that knew - Him, for some thousand
miles round me. Many a time, upon ‘these-
- occasions, 1 have restored the beautiful lines
of Propertius to the right owner ; lines full
of blasphemy and madness ; when addressed
to a creature, but full of comfort and propri-
ety in the mouth of a believer.

8Sic ego desertis possim bene vivere sylvis

- Quo nulla humano'sit via trita pede :
Tu mibi curarum requies, in nocta vel atra
Lumen, € in solis tu mibi traba losis.
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PARAPHRASED: .
In desert woods 'with thee my God,
Where humag footsteps never trod, -
Ho happy could I be ! o
Thou my repose from care, my light,
Amidst the darkness of the night,
~Insolitude my company.
Tn the course of this voyage I was wondei-
fully preserved in the midst of many. obvious.

- and many unforeseen dangers. - At onie time

rd

thete was a conspiracy among my own pea- .
ple to turn pirites and take the ship from me.
When the plot was nearly ripe and they only
waited a convénient opportunity, two of those
concertied in it were taken ill one day ; one
of them died, and be was the only person I ~
Buried while on board. This suspended the
affairy and ‘opened a way to - its discovery, or
the consequences might hiave been fatal. The
slaves on board Wwere likewise frequently plot.
ting insyrrections, and were sometifhes upon
the very brink of mischief 5 but it was always
disclosed in due time. When I have thought
myself rnost secure, I have been suddenly
alarmed with danger,” and when I haveal-
most despaired pf life, a4 sudden a deliverance
has been vouchsafed me. My stay upon the
coast was long, the trade very precarious, and,
in the pursuit of my business, both on board
and on shore, 1 was in.déaths ofien. Let ‘the
following instance serve as a specimen.
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. T was at a place called Mana, near Cape
Mount, where Ihad transacted- very large
concerns, aind had, at the time I.am speaking
of some debts and accounts to settle, which
required my attendance on shore, and I in-
.tended to 'go the*next morning. When I
arose, I left the ship, according to my pur-
pose 3 but when I came near. the shore, the
surf, or breach of the sea ran so. high, that I
was almost afraid to attempt landing. In.
deed - I had often ventured at a worse time,
but I felt an inward hindrance and backward-
ness, which I could not account for: the surf
furnished a pretext for indulging it, and after
waiting and hesitating for about half an hour,:
I returned to the ship without doing any bu-
siness, which, I think, I never did but that
morning, in all the time I used that trade.
But I soon perceived the reason of all this,
It seems, the day before I intended to land, a
scandalous and groundless charge had been
laid against me (by whose instigation I could
never learn) which greatly theeatened my ho-
nor and interest, both in Africa’and England,
and would, perhaps, humanly speaking, have
affected my life, if I had landed, according
to my intention. I shall, perhaps, inclose a
letter, which will give a full account of this
strange adventure, and therefore shall say no -
rore of it here, any farther than to tell you,
that an attempt,aimed to destroy either my life
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or character, and which might, very probably,
in its consequences, have ruined my voyage,
passed off withcut the least inconvenience.
The person most concerned owed me gbout
an hundred pounds, which he sentme ina
huff, and. otherwise, perhaps would rot have
paid me at all. Iwas very uneasy for a few
hours, but was soon afterwards comforted. I
heard no more of my accusationy. till the next
voyage, and then it was publicly ackgowledg- -
ed to have been a malicious calumny, without
the least shadow of a ground. : :
Such were the vicissitudes and difficulties
through which the Lord preserved me. Now
and then both faith and patience were sharply
exercised, but suitable strength was given; and
as those things did not occur every day, the
_study of the Latin, of which I gave a gene-
ral account in my last, was renewed, and car-
ried on from time to. titne, when business
would permit. I was mostly very regular in
the management of my time ; I allotted about
eight hours for sleep and meals, eight hours
for exercise and devotion, and eight hours to
my books : and thus, by diversifying my en-
gagements, the whole day was agreeably fil-
Ied up, and I seldom found a day too long,
or an hour to spare. My studies kept me
employed, and so far it was well ; otherwise,
they .were hardly worth the time they cost,”
as they led me to an admiration of false me-




S ———t T g T g S ————

120 LIFE OF

dels and false maxims ; an almost unavoidable
_consequence, I suppose, of -an admiration of
classic authors.  Abating what I have attain-
ed of the language, I think I might have
read Cassandra or Cleopatra to as good pug-
pose as I read Livy, whom T now account an
equal romancer, thoughin a different way.
From the coast I went to St. Christopher’s ;
and here my idolatrous heart was its own
punishment. The letters I expected from
Mrs, #*#x#%% were by mistake forwarded to
Antigua, which had been’at first proposed as
our port. As I was certain of her punctu-
ality in writing, if alive, I concluded, by not
hearing from her, that she was surely dead.
"This fear affected me more and more ; Ilost
my appetite and rest ; I felt an incessant pain
m my stomach, and, in about three weeks
time, I was near sinking under the weight of
an imaginary stroke. I felt some severe symp-
toms of that mixture of pride and madness,
which is commonly called a broken heart ; and
indeed, I wonder that this case is not more
common than it appears to be. How often
do the potsherds of the earth presume to con-
tend with-their Maker ? And what a wonder
of mercy is it that they are not all broken :
However my complaint was not all grief;
conscience had a share. 1 thought my un-
faithfulness to God had deprived me of Her
especially! my bzekwardpess in speaking of
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spiritual things, which I could hardly attempt,
even to her. It was this thought, that T had
lost invaluable; irrecoverable- opportunitiesy
which both duty and - affection should have
engaged me to improve, that chiefly stung
me ; and T thoughtT would have given the
world 1o know she was living, that Tmight at
least discharge my engagements by writing,
thongh I was never to see her again. This was
a sharplesson, but I hope it did me good ;

- And when I had thus suffered some weeks,
Ithought of sending a sinall vessel to Antigua.
I did so, apd she brought me several packets,
which restcred my health and peace, and
gave me astrong contrast of the Lord’s good-
ness to me, and my unbelief and ingratitude
towards him. -

In August 1753, I returned to L— .
My stay was very short at home, that voyage,
only six weeks; in that space nothing very
memorable occurred I shall therefore begin
my next with an account of my third and last
voyage. And thus I give both you and myself
hopes  of a speedy period to those memoirs,
which begin 10'be tedious and minute, even
tomyself ; only Tam animated by the thought
that I write at your request, and have there-
fore an opportunity of shewing myself

8 Your obliged servant.
. January 31, 1763.

¥
b9
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LETTER XIIIL

Dear Sir,

Y third voyage was shorter, and less
M perplexed than either of the former.
Before I sailed, I met with a young man who
had formerly been a midshipman, and my in-
timate companion on board the Harwich.
-He was, at the time I first knew him, a sober
youth, but I found too much success in my
unhappy attempts to infect him with libertine
principles. 'When we met at L , OHr ac-
quaintance renewed upon the ground of our
fornler intimacy. He had good sense, and
had read many bocks, Our conversation
frequently turned upon religion, and I was
very desirous to repair the mischief I had
done him. I gave hima plain account of the
manner and reason of my change, and used
_every argument to persuade him to relmqulsh
his infidel schemes: and when I sometimes
pressed him so close that he had no other reply
to make, he would remind me that I was the
very first person who had given him an idea
of his liberty. This occasioned me many
mournful reflections. He was then going
to Guinea himiself, but before his ship was
.ready, his merchant became a bankrupt, which
disconcerted his vovage.  As he had no far-
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ther exzpectations for that year, T.offered to
take him with me as a companion, that he
might gain a knowledge of thecoast’; and the

gentleman who employed me promised to pro-
" vide for him upon his return.. My view in
this was not so much to serve him in his bu-
_siness as to have an opportunity of*“debating
the point with him at leisure ; and I hoped,
in the course of my voyage, my arguments,
examplé and prayers, might have some good
effect. on him. My intention in this step
- was better than my judgment, and I had fre-
quent regson to repent it. He was exceed-
ing profane, and grew worse and worse: 1
saw in him. a most lively picture of what I
.had once been, but it was very inconvenient
to have it always before my eyes. . Besides,
he was not only deaf to my remonstrances
himself but labored all he could to coun-
teract my influénce upen others. His spirit
and passion was likewise exceeding high, so
that 1t required all my prudence and authori-
ty to hold him in any degree of restraint. He
was as a sharp thorn in my side for some time:
but at length I had an opportunity, upon the
coast of buying a small vessel, which I supply-
ed with a cargo from my own, and gave
~ him the command and sent him away to
trade on the ship’s account. When we parts
ed, I repeated and enforced my best advice.
I believe his friendship and regard wasas

3
¥
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great.as could be expected, where principles
were so diametrically opposite ; he seemed
greatly affected when I left him, but my
words had no weight with him; when he found
himself af liberty from undef” my eye, he
gave a hasty loose to every appetite ; and his
violent irregularities, joined to the heat of
the climate soon threw him into a malignant

fever, which carried him off in a few days.
He died convinced but not changed. The -

account I had from those who were with him
was dreadful ; his rage and despair struck

them all with horror, and he pronounced his.

own fatal doom before he expired, without
any appearance that he either hoped or asked
for mercy. 1 thought this awful contrast
_tight not be improper to give you, as a
stronger view of the distinguished goodnes of
God tc me, the chief of sinners.

I left the coast in about four months, and
sailed for St. Christophers. Hitherto I had
enjoyed a perfect state of health, eqially in
every climate for several years ; but dpon this
passage, I was visited with a fever, which
gave me a'very mear prospect of cternity : I
have obtained liberty to inclose you three or
four letters, which will more clearly illustrate®
the state and measureé of my experience, at
different times, than any thing I can say at
present. Oneof them you will find was wrote
at this period, when I could hardly hold a

~
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pet; and had some reason to believe I shonld
write no more. I had not that lraphria,*
which is so desirible at a time when flesh and
‘heart fail ; but my hopes were greater than
my fears, and I felt a silent composure of spi-
rity which enabled rhe to wait the event with-
‘out much -anxiety.© My trust, though weak’
in_degree, was alone fixed upon the blood
“and righteousness of, Jesus, and those words,
“ he is able to save to the uttermost, gave,
me great rélief.—I was for a while troubled
with a very singular thought; whether'it was
a temptation, or that the fever disordered my
faculties I cannot say; but I seemed not so
much afraid of wrath and punishment, as of
being lost and overlooked amidst the myriads
that are continually entering the unseen world.
* What is my soul, thought I, amongst such an
innumerable multitude of beings—w—and this
troubled, me greatly.  Perhaps the Lord will
take no notice of ;tne. I was perplexed thus
for some timie, but at last a text of scripture,
very apposite to the case occurred to my mind,
and . put an - end to the doubt, “ The Lord
knoweth them that are his.”> In about ten
days, beyond the hopés of thase about me, T
began‘to amend, and, by the time of our ar-
tival in the West-Indies, I was perfectly reco-
vered.——-1 hope this visitation was made
wseful to me. -
# Full assurance.
L2
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“Thus far, that is, for '1b0ut Jthe space of

* six years, the Lord was . pleased to'lead me in
a secret way. I had learnt something of the
evil of my heart’; I hadread the Bible over
and over, with several good books, and had
a general view of the gospel-trath. But my
conceptions were, in many respects, confused ;
not havmg, in all thistime, met with one ac-
quaintance *who could assist my enquiriés.
But, upon my arrival at St Chrisfopha S,
this voyage, I found u captain of a ship from
London, whose conversation was greatly
helpful to me. He was, and is, 2 member
of Mr. B r’s church, a man of expe-
rience in the thirigs of God, and of a lively
communicative turn. We discovered: eact

- other by some casual expressions in a mixed
company, and scon became, so far as business
would permit, inseparuble. 1?oz near a month,
we spent every evening .. board each other’s
ship alternately, and often prolonged our vi-
sits till. towards day-break. I wus all ears;
and what was better, he not ounly informed
my understanding, but his discourse mﬂamed
my heart. He eancoursged me to open my
mouth insocial prayer ; he taught me the ad-
vantage of christian converse ; he put me up-
on an attempt to make my pmkssmn more
public, and to venture to speak for God.
From him, or rather from the Lord, by his
means, T received an increase of knowledge :

w e T e T T

ks
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my conceptions. became  clearer: and more -
evangelical, and I was delivered from a fear
which had long ‘troubled me, the fear of re-
lapsing into my former apostacy.  But now _
I began to understand . the security of the co-.
venaat of grace, and to expect to be preserved;
not by my own power and holiness,” but by.
the 'mighty power and promise of God,
through faith, in an unchangeable Saviour.
He likewise gave me a general view.of the
state of religion, with the errors and contro--
versies of the timesy(things to which-I had
« been intirely a stranger,) and finally, directed
me where to apply m London for further in-
struction ; with these new acquired advanta.
ges, I left him, and my passage homewards
gave me leisure to digest what I had received ;
1 had much comfort and freedom during thoss
" seven weeksyand my sun was seldom clouded,
Tarrived safe in Li—a——, August 1754.
My stay at home was™ intended to be but
“short, and by the beginning of November, I
was ‘apain ready for the sea’; but the Lord
saw fit to over-rule my design. . During the
-time I was eagaged in the slave trade, T ne-
ver had the least scruple as toits lawfulness ;
I was, upon the whole, satisfied with it, as
the appointment Providence had marked out
forme; yet it was, in many respects; far .
from eligible. -It is indeed, accounted a gen-.
reel employment, and is usually very profita-
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ble, though to me-it did not prove so, the !
Jeord seemg that a large increase of wealth
would not be good for me. However, I con-
sidered myself as a sort of 2 Gaoler or Turn-
key ; and I was sometimes shocked with an
employment that was perpetually conversant
with chains,  bolts and shackles. In this
view I had often petitioned, in my prayers,
that the Lord (in his own time) would be
pleased to fix me in 2 more humane calling,
#nd, if it might be, place' me where I might
have more frequent converse with his people
and ordinances; and be freed from those long
separations from home, which very often
were hard to bear: my prayers were now
answered, though in a way I little expected.
I now experienced another suddeén unforeseen
change of life : T was within two days of
sailing, and to all appearance, in good health
as usual; but in the afternoon as I.was sit-
ting with -Mrs, **%%%% by ourselves, drink- -
ing tea, and talking over past events, I was

in a moment seized with a fit, which depriv-
ed me of sense and motion, and left me no
other sign of life than that of breathing. I
suppose it was of the apoplectic kind
it lasted about an hour, and when I recover-
ed, it left a pain and dizziness in my head,
which continued with such symptoms, as in-
duced the physicians to judge it would not be
safe or prudent for me to proceed on the voy-
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age. Accordingly, by the’ advice "of my-
friend, to whom the ship belanged, T resign-
" “éd the command the day before she sailed:
and thus I was unexpecétedly called from that
service, and freed from a’share of the future
consequernces of that voyage, which proved
extremely calamitous. Theapprson who went
in my.room, most of the officers, and many
of the crew, died, and the vessel was brought
home with great difficulty. o
As I now was disengaged from business, I
left T , and spent the following year
at London and in Kent. But ¥ entered upon ~
a new trial.—You will easily conceive that
Mrs. ***¥ wag not an unconcerned spectator,
when I lay extended, and as she thought, ex-
piring upon the ground. In effect, the blow
that struck me reached her in the same instant.
She did not indeed immediately feel it till her
. apprehensions on myaccount began to subside,
but as I grew better, she became worse ;5 her
surprize threw her into a disorder, which no
physicians could define, or medicines remove.
Without any of the ordinary svmptoms of a
consumption, she decayed almost visibly, till
she became so weak that she could hardly
bear any one to walk across the room she was
. I was placed for about eleven months in
what Dr. Young calls the -7

- % ——dreadful post of ¢bservation,
<t Darker every hour. '

i g e A
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Tt was not till after my settlement in my
jpresént station that the Lord was ‘pleased to
restore her by his own hand, when all hopes
- from ordinary means were at‘an end. But
before this took place I have some other par-
ticulars to mehtion, which must be the subject
of the following sheet, which I hope will be
the Iast on this sabject from

Your affectionate servant.

February 1, 1768.

\

LETTER XI1V.

Dear Sir,

Y the directions I kad recelved from my

friend at St. Kitt’ s I soon found outa
religious acquaintance in London. I firstap-
plied to Mr. B —y and chiefly attended
upon” his ministry, when in town. From
him I received many helps, both in public
and private ; for he was pleased to favor
me with his friendship from the first. Hie
kindness, and the int#macy between us, h'l%
continued and increased to this day ; and of
all my many friends, I am most deeply in-
debted to him. The late Mr. He——d was
my second acquaintance ; aman of a choice
spirit, and an abundant zeal for the Lord™:
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service. I enjoyed-his. correspondence till
near the time of his death. *Soon after, up-
ot Mr. W d’s return from America,
my two good friends introduced me to him ;
and though I had little personal acquaintance
with him till afterwards, his mitistry was éx-
ceeding useful to me: . ..I'had likewise access
to -some religious . societies, and became
known to many excellent christians in pri-
vate lifes Thus when at London, I lived
at the fountain-head, as it were, for spiritual
advantages. When I was in Kent it wags
very different, yet I found some serious per-
sons there ; but the fine variegated woodland
country afforded me advantages of another’
kind. Most of my time, at least some hours
every, day, I passed in retirement, when the
weather was fair; sometimes in the thickest
woods, sometimes on -the highest hills,
where almost every step varied the prospect.
It has been my custom, for \many years, to
perform  my . devotional exercise sub div,
when I have opportunity, and I always find
these rural scenes have some tendency, both
to refresh and to compose my. spirits. A
beautiful diversiied prospect gladdens my -
heart. When I am withdrawn from the noise

- and petty works of men, I consider myself -

as in the greater temple, which the Lord has °
built for his own honor. ‘
#The country between Rochester and Majd-




192 ’ LIFE OF

stone, borderifg upon the Medway, was weil
suited to the turn of my mind; and was 1 to
go over it now, I could point to many a place
where I remember to have either earnestly
sought, orhappily found, the Lord’s comforx
table presence with my soul. And thus X
lived, sometimes in London, and sometimes
in the country, till the antumn of the follow-
ing year. All this while I had two trials
more or less, upon my mind; the first and
principal was Mrs. #%%x%%s jliness ;  she
still grew worse, and I had daily more reason
to fear that the hour of separation was at
hand. When faith was in exercise, I was in
‘some measure resigned to the Lord’s will :
but too often my heart rebelled, and I found
it hard, either to trust or submit. I had like-
wise some care about my future settlement <
the African trade was overdone that year, and
-y friends did not care to fit out another ship
till mine returned. I was sometimes in sus-
pence, but, indeed, a provision of food and
raiment has seldom been a cause of great soli-
citude to me. I found it easier to trust the
Lord in this point than in the former, and
accordingly this was first answered. " In Au-
gust I recetved an account, that I was nomi-
nated to the office of. —~—. These
places are usually obtained, or at least sought,
by much interest and application; but this
~ame to ma unsought and uncxpected. ¥
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knew, indeed, my good {rierid in L
hadetideavored to procure another: post for
me, but found it pre-engaged. T found af.
terwards, that the place 1 had missed would
have been very unsuitable for me, and that
this, which I had no timﬁ§hz of, was the very .
thing I could have wished: for, affording me
muci leisure and the liberty of "living in my
own way. Several circumstarnices unfoticed
by others, concurred to. shew mie that the
good hand of the Lord was ds_remarkably
concerned in this event as in ‘any other lead-
ing turn of my life. " '

‘But when I gained this point, my distress
in the other was doubled : I was obliged to .
leave Mrs, *#%##% in the greatest extremity
of pain and illness, when the physicians conld
do no more, and I bad no ground of hope,
that I should see her again alive, but this,—
that nothing is impossible with the Lord. I
had a severe conflict, but faith prevailed : I
found the promise remharkably fulfilled, of

_strength proportioned to my need. The day
before I set out, and not till then, the burthen
was _elfl;irely taken from my mind ;- I was .
strengthened to resign both her and myself to
the Lord’s disposal, and departed from her in
a cheerful frame. Soon after I was gone she
began ta amend, and recovered so fast,, that
in about ‘two months I had the pleasure to
meet her at Stene, on her journey t6 Lomwm—s

, - s
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And now, I think, I huve answered, if
_not exceeded, your desire.  Since;, October
1755, we have been comfortably settled here,
and all my circumstances, have been asTe-
markably smooth and uniform as they were
various in former years. My trials have been
light and few—not but that I still find in the
experience of every day the necessity of a
Nife of faith. My oprincipal trial is—the
body of sin and death, which makes me of-
ten to sigh out the Apostle’s complaint, « O
< wretched man !”” but with him likewise I
can say, ¢ I thank God, through Jesus Christ
“ my Lord.” I live in a barren land,
where the knowledge and power of the gos-
pel is very low ; yet here are a few of the
Yord’s people; and this wilderness hds been
an useful school to me, where I have studied
more leisurely the truths I gathered up in
London. Ibrought down with mea consider-
able stock of notional truth, but I have since
found, that there is no effectual teacher but
God; that we can receive no farthér than
he is pleased to communicate ; and that no
knowledge is truly useful to me, but what is
made my own by experience. Many things,
I thought I had learned, weuld not stand in
an hour of temptation, till I had in this way
learned them over again. Since the year
1757, Thave had an increasing acquaintance
in the West Riding of Yorkshire, where the
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gospel flourishes greatly. - This has been a
good school to me: I have conversed at
large among all parties without joining any ;
and in my attempts to hit the golden mean, I
have sometimes been’ drawn too near the dif-
ferent extremes; yet the Lord has enabled
' me to profit by my mistakes. -In brief, Iam
still 2 learner; and the Lord still condesends
to teach me. I begin at length td see that I
have attaineéd but very little; but I trust in
him to carry on his cwn work in. my soul, and
by all the dispensations of his grace and pro-
- vidence to increase the knowledge of him and
of ‘myself. R .
. When I was fixed in a house, and found
my busiess would' afford me much leisure
time, I considered in what manner I should
improve it.. And now having reason to close
with the apostle’s determination, * to know
* nothing but Jesus Chyist and him, crucifi-
“ ed,” 1 devoted my life to the prosecution
of spiritual knowledge, and resolved to pursue
nothing but 'in subservience to this main de-
sign. 'This resolution divorced me (as I have
already hinted) from the classics and mathe«
matics. My first attempt was to learn so
much Greek, as would enable me to unders
stand the New Testament and Septuagint; and
when I had made some progress this may, 1
. entered upon the Hebrew the following year 5
and two years afterwards, having surmised

e T T
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some advantages from the Syrice versiom.
-1 began with that language. You must not
shink that I have attained, or ever aimed at
criticad skill in any f these; I had no
ness with them; but as in reference to =
thing else. I never read one classic u
in the Greek'; I thought it too late in lite to
take such a round in this language, as I had
donein the Latin. 1 only wanted the sigai-
fication of scriptural words and phrases, nd
for this I thought I might avail myself of
Scapula, the Synopsis, and others, who had sus-
tained the drugery before me. In the He-
breay I can read the historical books and psalms
with tolerable ease ; but in the prophetical and
difficult parts, I am frequently obliged to
have recourse to Lexicons, &c. However, 1
know so much, as to be able, with such helps
as are at hand, to judge for myself the mean-
ing of any passage I have occasion to consult,
Beyond this I do not think of proceeding,
if I can find better employment; for I
would rather be some way useful to others,
than die with reputation of an eminent lin-
uist.

Together with these studies, I have kept
up a course of reading of the best writers in
divinity; that have come to my hand, in the
Latin and English tongie, and some French
{for I picked up the French at times, while
I used the sea.) But withig these two or

.

.
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three years I have accustomed myself chiefly
to writing} and have not founid time to read
muany books besides, the scriptores .~

- I 'am the moré particular in this actount, as
my case has been something singular; for in all
my literary attempts, I have been obliged to
strike out'my own path, by the light I could
acquire from books, as I have not had a teach-
er or assistant since I was ten years of age.

. One word concerning my views to - the
ministry, and I -have done. I have told-
you, that this-was my dear mother’s hope
concerning me; but her death, and the
scenes of life in which I afterwards engaged,
seented to cut off the probability.  The first -
desires of this sort in my own mind, arose
many years ago, from a reflection on Gal..
i. 23, 24. 1 could not but wish for such a
public opportunity to testify the riches of &i-
', vine grace.© I thought I was, abové most
living; a fit person to-proclaim that faithful
saying, ¢ That Jesus Christ came into the
“ world to save the chief of sinners : and as
my life had been full of remarkable turns and
1 seemed selected to shew what the Lord could
do, I was in some hopes that perhaps sooner
or later, he might call me into this service.”

I believe it was a distant hope of this, that
determined me to study the original scrip-
tures ; but it remained an imperfect desire’in
my own breast, till it was recommended to

MZ -
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me by some christian friends. I started ag
the thought, when first seriously proposed to
me ; but afterwards set apart some-weeks to
consider the case, to consult my friends, and
to intreat the Lotd’s diréctions—The judg-
ment of my friends, and midny things that oc-
. curred, tended to engage me. My first
thought was to join the dissenters, froma
presumption that I could not honestly make
the required subscriptions : but Mr. C ,
in a conversation upon these points, moderat~
ed my scruples; and, preferring the estab-
lished church in some other respects, I accep-
ted a little from him, some months afterwards,
and solicited ordination from the late Archbi-
shop of York: I neednottell you I meta re-
fusal, nor what steps I took afterwards to suc-
ceed elsewhere. At present I desist from
any applications. My desire to serve the
Lord is not weakened ; but I am not so hasty
to push myself forwards as I was formerly. It
is sufficient that he knows how to dispose of
e, and that he both can and will do what is
best. Tohim I commend myself: I trust
that his will, and my true interest, are insepa-
rable. 'To his name be glory for ever, And
thus I conclude my story, and presume you’
will acknowledge, T have been particular
enough. I have room for no more, but to
repeat that I am, Sir Your’s.
February 2, 1763.
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A RELATION OF SOME PARGICULARS, RE--

SPECTING THE. CAUSE; PROGRESS, AND
CLOSE OF THE LAST ILLNEES, OF My
LATE DEAR WIFE. ’ :
MONG my readers, there will, doubt-
less be some of a gentle sympathising
spirit, with whom I am not personally ac-
quainted ; and perhaps their feelings may so
far interest them in my concerns, asto make
them not unwilling to read a brief account of
my late great trial. - I shall allot a few pages
to this purpose, by way of close to my book
and to my history.

My dear wife had naturally a geod consti.
tation, and was favored with good spirits, to
the last. - But the violent shock, she sustain-
ed, in the year 1754, when I was suddenly at.
tacked with a'fit, (I know not of what kind )

which left me. no sign of Wle, for about an: -

hour, but breathing, made as sudden a change
in her habit, and subjected her, from that
time, to a variety of chronic complaints.

f
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She .was several times confined, for five ¢r
six months, te her chamber, and often brought
so low that her recovery was deemed hope-
less. I believe, she spent ten years, out of
the forty that she was spared to me, (if all
the days of her sufferings were added toge-
ther,) in illness, and pam, but she had like.
wise long intervals of health. The fit I have
mentioned (the only one I ever had) was the
mean, the Lord was pleased to appoint, in
answer to my prayer, to free me from the
irksome, sea-faring life, in which I was, till
then, engaged, and to appoint me a settlement
on shore,

Before our removal from Liverpool, she
received a blow upon her left breast, which
occasioned her some pain and anxiety, for a
Little time, but which soon wore off. A small
lamp remained in the part affected, but I
heard no more of it for many years. I believe
that, latterly, she felt more than I wasaware
of ; but her tenderness for me made her con-
ceal iz as long as possible. [ have often since
wondered at her success; and how I could be
kept so long ignorant of it.

In the month of October, 1788, she appli-
ed, unknown to me, to a friend of mine, an
eminent surgeon. Fer design was, if he ap-
proved it to submit to an operation, and so to
adjust time and circumstances with him, that
it might be performed in my absence, and
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before I could know. it. . But the surgeon told
her, that the malady was teo. far advanced,
. ‘and the tumor (the size of* which ‘he com-
pared to the half of a melon) was two large,
to warrantthe hope of being éxtracted, with-
out the most imumiinent danger of life, and
that he durst not attempt it. - He conld give
her but lirtle advice, more than to keep her.
self as quiety -and her mind as easily, as pos-
_sible,., and little more encouragement, than
by saying, that the pains to which she was
exposed,’ were generally rendered tolerable
by the use of laudanum ; to which, however,
she had a dislike, little short of an antipathy.
I eannot easily describe the composure,
and resignation, with which she gave me
this recital, -the next day, of her:mterview
with the surgeon ; rior of the sensations of
amy mind, while I heard it.. My conscience
told me, that I had well deserved to be
wounded, where I was most sensible; and
that it was my duty, to submit with silence
to the will of the Lord. But I strongly felt
that unless he was pleased to give me this
submission, I was more likely to toss like &
«wild bull in a net, in diflance of my better
judgment. - . . . - :
Soon after, the Lord was pleased to visit
our dear adopted daughter, with a dreadful
fever, which, at first, greatlj affected her
nervgs, and afterwards became putrid. .~ She

© s T T
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was ‘brought very near to the grave indeed ;
. for we once or twice, thought her actually
dead.” But he, who in the midst of judgment
remembers mercy, restored her, and still
preserves her, to be the chief temporal com- -
fort of my old age, and to afford me the .
greatest alleviation of the loss I was soon to
. experience, that the case could admit.
. The attention, and anxiety, occasioned
- by this heavy dispensation, which lasted du-
~ ring the whole of a very severe winter, were
by no means suited to promote that tran-
quility of mind, which my good friend wish-
ed my dear wife would endeavor to preserve.
She was often much fatigued, and much
alarmed. Next to each other, this dear
child had the nearest place, both in- her
heart and mine. The effects were soon ap-
parent: as the spring of 89 advanced her
malady rapidly increased ; her pains were
almost incessant, and often intense, and she
could seldomm lie one hour in bed, in the
same position. Oh! my heart, what didst
thou then suffer.
+ But in April, the God who heareth pray-
er, mercifully affordeth relief ; and gave such
a blessing to the means employed, that her
pains ceased.  And though I believe, she
never had an hour of perfect ease, she felt
little of the distressing pains, incident to her
malady, from that time, to the end of her



e T T AR T

"APPENDIX. 143
life, {which was about twenty months) ex- -
cepting at three-or four short intervals, which
taken together, hardly amounted to two hourss
and these returns ‘of anguish, I thought, were
permitted, to'shew me, how much I was in-
debted to the goodness of God, for exempt-
ing her feelings, and my sympathy, from what
would have ‘been terrible indeed ¢ "

In the close of the summer she was ableto .
go to, Southampton, and return tolerably.
well. . ’ s . X e
She: was twice at church in the first week
after she came home. - She-then went no
more gbroad, exceptin a coach, for a little
air and exercise ; but she was cheerful, tolera-
bly easy, slept as well as most people, who are : -
in perfect health, and could receive, and con-
verse with her kind friends, who visited her.

It was not. long after, ‘that she began to
have a distaste for food, which-¢ontinued, and
encreased ; so that perhaps her death was, at
last, rather owing to weakness, from want of
nourishment, than to her primary disorder.
Her dislike was, first to- butcher’s meat, of -
which she could bear neither the sight, nor
the smell. Poultry, and fish; in their turns,
became equally distasteful.  She retained
some -relish for small birds, a while after she .~
had given up the rest; but it was a seasoi,
when they were difficult to be obtained. Ihope
T shall always feel my obligations, to the kind
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friends, who spared no pains, to procure
" some for her, when they were not to be had
in the markets. At that time I set more va-
lue upon a dozen of larks, than upon the finest
ox in Smithfield. But her appetite failed
to these also, when they became more plén-
tiful. - . :

Under this trying discipline, I learnt, more .
sensibly than eves, to pity those, whose suffer-
ings of a similar kind are aggravated by po-
verty. OQur distress was not small ; Yet we
had every thing within reach, that could in
any degree, conduce to her refreshment, or
retief ; and we had faithful, and -affectionate,
servants, who were always willingly engaged
. to their power, yea, as the apostle speaks, be-
yond their power, in attending; and assisting
her by night, and by day. - What must be
the feelings of those, who, when afflicted
with grievous, diseascs, pine away, unpitied,
unnoticed, without help,and inagrent measure
destitute of common necessaries? this reflection
among others, contributed to quiet my mind,
and to convince me, that I had still more
cause for thankfulness, than for complaint.

For about a twelvemonth of her confine-
ment, her spirits were good, her patience was
exemplary, and there was a cheerfulness in
her looks, and her language that was wondeér-
ful. Often the liveliness of her remarks, has
forced a smile from us, when the tears were in
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_our eyes. Whatever httle canmvances she
formed for her amusement, in-the course of
the day, she would dttend to ‘nothing, till- she
had finished her’ stated reading of the sctip- .
ture ; in which she émployed much time, ‘and

reat attention. 1 have her bible by me,
(which 1 wbuld not part with for half the
ipts in the Vatican) in which, almost

netpal text from the begmnmg to the
end ‘of the Jook, is marked in the margin,

with a peneil, by her own dear hand. 3

§ood word of God was her medicine: and her
ood, while she was able to read it, She

read Dr. Watts’ psalms and hymns and the

- Olney hymns, inthe same manner. There are

few of them in which one, two or more verses

are not thiis mgrked and, in many, which 1

suppose she read more frequently, every\verse

is marked.

But in October, the enemy was permitted
for a while’to take advantage of - her bodily
weakness, to disturb the serenity and peace of
her mind. Her thoughts became clouded,
and confused ; and she gradually lost, not on-
iy the comfortable evidence, of her.own in-
terest, in the precious truths of the bible, but
she lost all hold of ‘the truth itself. She
doubted the truth of the’ bxble, or whether
truth existed. And together with this, she
expressed ‘an extreme reluctance to death ;.
and could not easxly bear, the most distant -

X ,
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hint of her approaching end, though we weie
expecting it daily,”and houfly. This way
the acme, the high water-mark of my trial ;
" this was hard to bear indeed.

My readers, perhaps, will scarcely believe,
that I derived some consolmon, during ‘thjs
. gloomy period, from perceiving, that her at-
tachment to me was very sensibly abated.
She spoke to me, with an indifference, of
which, a little before, she was incapable. If
when the Lord’s presence was withdrawn, and
she,could derive no corsfort from his word,
she had found some relicf, from my being with
her;-or from hearing me speak; I should have
been more grieved. Ter affection to e,
confirmed by so many preofs, in the course of
forty years, was not to be mxpeached ‘by this
temporary suspension of its exercise. I judg-
ed the same, of the frame of her mind as to
her spiritual concerns I ascribed-them both to
- the same caunses, her bodily weakness, and the
power of temptation. She was relieved in
both respects,.after about a fortnight spent in
conflict and dismay. The Lord restored
peace to her soul, and then, her former ten-
derness to me revived. ‘Then, likewise, she
ceuld calmly speak of her approaching disso-
fution. - She mentioned some particulars con-
" cerning her” funeraly and our ddmestic con-
cerns, with great composure. But her mind
“wus not so fully restored to its former tone,
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as to give' her freedom to-enlarge upon. hLer
hopes; and views, as’ 1 had: wished,  till near
her dissolution ; and then she was . too low.to
speak atall. " LY :
Onpe additibn ‘to our trial, yet remgined.
It had been her custom, when she went from
the sofa to her bed,- to- exert herself, for my
encouragement, to shew mg how well she
could walk. But it pleased-the Lord, that,
by some alteration, which affected” her spine,
she was disabled from moving herself ; and
other circumstances rendered” it extremely
difficult to move her, It has taken five of
us near two hours, to remove her from one
side of the bed to the other, and, at times,
even this was impracticable ; so that she has
Jain .more than a. week, exactly in the same
spot, without the' possibility of changing her
position.. All this was necessary on my ac
count. The rod had a voice ; and it was
the voice of the Lord. I understood the
meaning no less plainly, than if she had spok-
en audibly from “heaven, and said, ¢ Now
contemplate -your idol. Now see what sle
is, whom you once presumed to prefer to
M *  Even this bitter cup was sweetened,
by the patience, and resignation, which He
gave her. When I have said, You suffer. -
greatly ; her answer usually was, « Isuffer,
indeed, but not greatly.” = And she often
expressed her thankfulness, that though her
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* body was immoveable, she was still permitted

the use of her hands.
One of the last sensible concerns she felt,

-respecting this world, was, when my honor-

ed fnend, patron, and benefactor, the late
John "Thornton, ’iisq of Clapham, was re-

.moved to a dester. She revered, and regard-

ed him, I believe, more than she did any
person upon earth ; and she had reason. Few,
had nearer access, to know, and admire, his
character ; and perhaps none, were under
greater, i equal, obligations to him, than

‘we. -She knew of his illness, but was always

afraid to enquire after the event ; nor should
I have ventured to inform her, but that the
occasion requiring me to leave her, for four or
five hours, when I hardly expected to.find
her alive, at my return, I was constrained to
give her the reason of my absence. She ea-
gerly replied, ” Go by all meansy I would
niot have you stay with me, upon any consi-
deration.” I put the funeral ring' I was fa.
vored with, into her hand ; she put it first
to her lips, then to her eyes, bedewmg it with
tears. 1 trust they soon met again. But she
survived him more than a month. A

Her head became so affected, that I could
do little more than sit and look at her. Our
intercourse by words was nearly broken off.
She could not easily bear the sound of the
gentlest . foot upon the carpet, nor of the
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softest voice. - On Sunday the 12th: Decem:
ber, when I was preparing for churchin the
forning she sent for me, and we took 4 final
farewel, as to this world. SheTaintly utter:
ed an endearing compellation, which was fa-
miliar to her;: and gave me her hand; which I -
held, ;while I prayed by bher bed-side. We
exchanged a few tears; bt 1 was almost 4s
nnable_tospeak;as she was.' “ButI soon. re-
turned after; and said, “ If your mind, as I
trust, -isin ‘a state of peace, it willbe a com-
fort to me, if you can . signify ‘it by holding
up your hand. She held it up, and waved it

¢ to and fro several times.

That evening, her speech, her sight, and
I believe her hearing, wholly failed. She
appeared perfectly composed, without taking
notice of any thing, - or discovering any sign
of pain, or uneasiness,. till Wednesday, even-
ing, towards seven o’clock. ‘She then be-
gan to.breathe very hard: her breathin
might be called groaning, for it washear%
in every part of the house ; but I believe it
was entirely. owing to the difficulty of expira-
tion, for-she lay quite still, with a placid coun-
tenance, asif in a gentle slumber, there wasuo
startor struggle,or a feature ruffted. I tockny
post by her bed side, and watched hep hearly
three hours, with a candle in ‘my hand, till {
saw- her breathe her last,on the I5thof Decem-

‘her 1790, a little before tenin the evenuig.”

-
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¢+ 'When I'was sure she was gone,.I took off
her ring, according, to her repeated injunc-
tion, and putit upon my own finger. Ithen
kneeled down, with the servafits who were in
the room, and returned the Lordmy un-
feigned thanks for his deliverance, and her
peageful dismission. ;

' “How wonderful must be the moment after
death ! What a transition did she then expe-
rience! She was instantly freed from sin,
and all its attendant sorrows, and I trust, in.
stantly admitted to' join ‘the heavenly choir.
That moment, was remarkable, to me, like-
wise. It removed from me, the chief ob-
ject, which made another day, or hour of
life, as to my own personal concern, desira-
ble. At the same time, it set me free from
‘a weight of painful feelings, and anxieties,

«.under which, nothing short.of a divine pow
er, could have so long supported me. .

1 believe it was about two or three months
before her death, when I was walking up and
down the room, offering disjointed prayers,
from a heart torn with distress, thata thought
suddenly struck me, with unusuval foree, to
this effect: The promises of God must be
true ; surely the Lord will help me, if J am
awilling to be helped ! It occuired to me, that
we are often led, from a vain complacence in
what we call our sensibility, to indulge that
unprofitable grief, which both our duty, and
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our peace, require s toresist, to the utmost
‘of our power. I instantly said aloud, Iiord,
I..am helpless indeed; in myself, but I hope 1
am willing, without reserve, that thou should-
esthelp me. e ST
It had been mouch upon my mind, from'the
beginning of this’ trial, that T was a minister,
and that the eyes of many -were upon roe, that
mytutn of preaching had very much led whe
'to - endeavor to comfort the affficted, by re-
presenting the gospel as 2 catholicon, affording
an effectual remedy forevery evil, a full com-
pensation for every want or loss, to those who
truly receive it. So thdt though a believer
may be afflicted, he cannot be properly un-
bappy ; unless he gives wayto self-will, and
unbelief., 1 had 6ftén told my hearers, that -
a state of trial, if rightly'improved, was, to
- the Christian, 2 post of honor, affording the
fairest opportunity of exemplifying the power
*of divine grace, to the praise and glory of the
iver, It had been, therefote, my frequent,
aily prayer, that I might not by impatiénce,
or despondence, be deprived of the advantage
my situation afforded ‘me, -of cenfirming by
. my own practice the doctrine which I had
preached to others, and that I might not
give them occasion to apply to me, the words
of Eliphaz to Job, ch. iv. 4, 5, % 'Thy
words have upholden him that was falling, and
thou hast strengthened the fechle knees; bug
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now it is come unto thee, and thou faintest ;
it toucheth thee, and thou art troubled 1> And
I had not prayed in vain. But from the time,
that T so remarkably felt myself «willing to be
belped, 1 might truly say to the praise of the
Lerd, my geart trusted in Him, and I was
helped indeed. Through the whole of my
painful trial, I attended all my stated and oc-
casional; services, as usual; and a stranger
- would scarcelg have discovered, either by my
words, or looks that I was in trouble.. Many
of our intimate friends were apprehensive,
that this long affliction, and especially the
closing event, would have overwhelmed me ;
but it was far otherwise. 1t did not prevent
me from preaching a single sermon, and I
preached on the day of her death.

After she was gone, my willingness to. be
helped; and my desire that the Lord’s good-
ness to me, might be observed by others, for
their ehcouragement, made me indifferent to
some_ laws of established custom, the breach
of which is often more noticed, than the vio-
lation of God’s commands, I was afraid of
sitting . at home, and indulging myself, by
poring over my loss; and therefore T was
seen In the street, and visited some of my se-
rious friends, the very next day. T likewise
preached three times, while she lay dead
m the house. Some of my brethern, kindly
offered their assistance ; but as the Lord was
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_pleased to give ‘me strength, beth.of body
and mind, 1 thought if my duty to'stand up .
in my place, as fermerly., - And after'she was
deposited in‘the vault, 1 pfeached her funeral
sermon,* with litle more sensible emotion,
than if it had been_for another person. 'I
I have reason to hope that many of my hear,
ers, were ¢omtorted, and animated under their
afflictions, by what they saw of the Lord’s
“gobdaess 1o me, in my time of néed. - And I
acknowledge, that it was well worth standing
2 while in the fire, for such an eppertunity of
experiencing, and exhibiting, flie power and
faithfulness of his promises. -~
. - T was not supported by lively, sensible con-
solations, but by being énabled to realize to
my mind, some great and: léading truths: of
the ‘word of God. Isaw; what indeed, I’
knew before, 'but never till then so_strongly
and clearly perceived, that as a sinner, I had
no right, and as 3 believer, T could have no
reasan, to complain, T considered her as a
loan, ‘which -He who lent her to me, had a
right to résume. whenever he pleased 5 and
that as 1 had deserved to forfeit her every day,
from the” first ; it became mé, rather to be

* Prom a text which I had reserved from my
first entrance on the ministry, for this particular
service, if 1 should survive her, and ‘be able tuv
speak, : I
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-thankful that she was spared to me so long,
than to resign her with reluctance, when call-
ed for. Farther, that his sovereignty, was
connected with infinite wisdom, and goodness ;¥
and consequently, if ‘it were possible for me

to alter any. part of his plan, I could enly -

spoil it——that such a short sighted creature as
I, 50 blind to the possible consequences of my
wishes,was only unworthy,but unabletochoose

well for myself; and that it was therefore

my great mercy and privilege, that the Lord
condescended to choose for me. May such
considerations powerfully affect the hearts of
my readers under their troubles, and then, I
shall ot regret having submitted to the view
of the public, a detail which may seem more
proper for the subject of a private letter to a.
friend. They who can feel for me, will, I
hope, excuse me. And it is chiefly for their
sakes, that [ have written it.

When my wife died, the world seemed to
die with her, (I hope, to revive no more.)
I sece little now, but my ministry and my
Christian profession, to make a continuance in

. life, for a single day, desirable ; though Iam

-

willing to wait my appointed time. If the

world cannot restore ker to me (not that 1
have the remotest wish that her return was
possible) it can do nothing for me. The
Bank of England is too poor to compensate,
for such a loss as mine. But the Lord, the



APPENDIX. . 155

~all sufficient God, spedks, and it is done, Let
these who ‘'know ‘him, and trust him, be of
good courage. He'can give them strength
according to their day ; he can increase their
strength, as their trials are increased, to any
assignable degree. . And what He ¢an, He
. .has promised He will'do. ', "The power, and
faithfulness, on which the successive changes
of day and night,  and of the seasons of the
year;, depend, and which uphold the stars in
their orbits, is equally engaged to support his
people, and to lead them, safely and unhurt,
(if “their path be so appointed) throygh floods
and flames. Though I believe she has never
yet been_(and probably never will be) out of
my waking thoughts, for five minutes at a
" time ; though I sleep in the bed, in which she -
suffered, and languished so long ; Ithdve not
had one uncomfortable day, nor one restless
night, since she left me. T have lost a right
hand, which I cannot but miss continuaily,
but the Lord enables me to go on, cheerfully,
without it. \
May his  blessing .rest upon the reader!
May glory, honor, and praise be ascribed to
his great and holy name, now and for ever !
Amen,
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VERSES SUNG AFTER HER FUNERAL

"SERMON.
HABAK. ilf, 17, 18. .

Although the fig-tree shall not blossom, neithér
shall fruit be in the wines; the labor of the
olive shall fail, and the ﬁeld; shall yield np
meat ; the flock shall be ‘cut off from the fold,
and there shall be no herd in the stall : yet ¥
awill rejoice in the Lord, 1 awill joy in the
God of my salvation. '

'HE earth with rich abundance stor’d
To answer all our wants,
Invites our hearts to praise the Lord,
For what his bounty grants.

Flocks, herds, and corn, and grateful fruit,
His gracious hand supplies 3
Axd while our various tastes they suit,
‘Their prospect cheers our eyes,
"Fo these, he adds each tender tie
Of sweet domestic life ;
Endearing joys, the names imply
Of parent, husband, wife!
But sin has poison’d all below,
Our blessings, burdens prove; .
On ev’ry hand we suffer woe,
But mest, where most we love.

LY
L]
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Nor vintage, harvest, flocks nor herd,
*Can fill the heart’s desire 3 7~
And oft 2 worm destroys eur gourds,
And all our hepes expiré.
Domestic joys, alas! how rare!
. Possess’d, and known by few !
'And they who know them, find they are
 As frail, and transient too.
. But you, who love the Saviour’s voice
and rest upon hisname ; o
Amidst these changes may rejoice;
For he is still the same. -
. The Lord himself will soon appear,
Whom you, unseen adore 3
Then he will wipe off ev’ry tear,
And you shall weep no more.

t
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EBENEZER;
A MEMORIAL

OF THE UNCHANGEABLE GOODNESS
OF GOD, UNDER CHANGING
DISPENSATIONS.

WRITIEN FES. 12, I775.

The twenty-fifth Auniversary of our Marriage.

THE LORD GAVE~——

OR what this day recals to mind
My praise to God is due ;
How many blessings he design’d
To give, in giving you.
When hateful, hating and forlorn
In Afric’s wilds I stray’d ;

His hand secur’d my safe return,
But you, the mean, was made.

How little then, could be foreseen
My path in future life !

But he prepar’d each following scene,
By making you, my wife.

The happy day that join’d our hands
(Sweet prelude to his grage,)

More firm in my remembrance, stands
Thanif engrav’d in brass.
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But ah! my he&rt, by sin bet?a\ «*d,
{(How painful is the thought)

Soon, of the gifty an Idol made,
The glver soon forgot 4«

How justly, might some sudden turn
Have parted us againy. -

And left-my guilty soul to:mourn
Inagony and pain !

Bt though we both and chxeﬂy I,
For good have render’d Hl,

His mercy hath been always nigh, -
His hand preserves us stilly;

With mutual love, and pedce, and health,
And friends, we have been blest;
And, if not what the world calls wealth,

" 'We have enough possess'd.

From place to place, from year to year,
The Lord has been our guide’;
Our sure resource in time of fear,

‘When all has fail’d beside.

Thus five and twenty years, the sun
Has trodhis annual ,path 3

And we apace are posting on
To meet the stroke of death!

Sure none a happ;er life have known.
Than oursthus far, hasbeen ;

But could we covet, now ’tis gone,
Fo live'it o’er again ?
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Like checker’d éloth, the warp with love
And comfort has been spread ;
But cares and crosses interwove

Have furnish’d half the thread:

Yes ! even we, who so much joy,
So much endearment know,

Have found that something will annoy,
And tarnish all below !

Yet ev’ry cross a mercy is,
A blessing ev’ry thorn 3 .
That tells us, here is not our bliss,
We were for npobler bora.

That I am hers, and she is mine,
Invites my feeble lays ; B

But Saviour, that weboth are thine,
Demands my highest praizse.

With thee, dear Lord, who rulest ali,
The wise appointment lies,

To which of us the lot must fall,
To close the other’s eyes !

Then . all our intercourse while here,
(How happy, and how kind !} -

" 'Will like a fleeting dream appear,

‘Which leaves no trace behind.

Prepare us ev’ry day we live,
For that important hour ; :
And when at length it shall arrive,
Support us by thy pow’r.



. Fatewel, it meant;, a last adieu !

I soon shall cease from pain ;
This silent tear I drop foryou:
We part—to meet again. '

T said, ¢ If leaving all below,
You now have peace divine;
And would, but cannot tell me 5o, .
Give me, atleastasign,”. -

She rais’d, and gently wav’d her hand, -
And fl'd mewitha joy,... . .. -

To which the wealth of sea and land
Compar’d, werebut a toy.

i trust, indeed, she knew thy grace,
Before this trying day ; -
But-Satan had, a while aceess,
To fill her with dismay. ‘

Till then, tho’ two long years she pin’d
Without an hour of ease;. '

Cheerful she still appear’d, resign’d,
And bore her cross, in peace. .

-

Daily while able, closely too,
She read the word of God;

And thence her hope and comfort drew,
Her med’cine and her food. '

A stranger might have well presum’d,
From what he saw her bear:

This burning bush was not consum’d;’
Because the Lorp was there.
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Three days she could no notice take,
Nor speak, nor hear, norsee;
O Lord! did not my heart-strings ache !

Did not I cry to thee!

That while I watch’d her, night and day,
My will, to thine, might bow ?

" And by thisrod, didst thou not say,

¢ Behold your Idol now!

¢« From her you lov’d too much,. proceed
« Your sharpest grief and pains ; ’
s« For soon or late, the heart mustbleed
¢ That Idols entertains.”

Yes Lord we both have guilty been,
And justly are distress’d ;

But since thou dost forgive our sin,
I welcome all the rest.

Only uphold us in the fire, -
Qur fainting spirits cheer;

And T thy mercy will admire
When most thon seem’st severs.

Fainter her breath, and fainter grew,
Until she breath’d her last :

"The sounl was gone, before we knew
The stroke of death was past.

Soft was the moment, and serene,
That all her sufferings clos’d 3

No agony, nor struggle seen,
No feature discompos’d.
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Who first departs; may thy"?ki‘p‘d‘ smile

Strengthen, with joy to go;
And the survivor reconcile - !
. To stay a while below.

Then may:it seemi'of little, we

. Which of us-goes beforey. "

Assur’d that we shall shortly meet
To part again no more.

Oh, with what wonder, joy, and praise .
Our souls shall then review'
‘The snares, and mercies of the wyys,
. We were conducted through !

wnn"rw'og\r\"bacwxzsk;l.ﬁ,» 1791,

The First Anniversary of her Dismission Jrom
. this Siate of Sin and Sorroww.

THE LORD HATH TAKEN AWAY. BLESSED.-
BE THE NAME OFiTHE LORD.

Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Chuist, the Fa-
ther of Mercies, and the God of all Comfort! Who comforteth us
in all our tribulations, that we-may be able to comfort them
which are in any trouble, by the comforis wherewith we our-

' selves are comforted of God.

T ORD! she was thine, and-not my own
Thau hast not done me wrong ;
T thank thee for the precious loan
Afforded me'so long. .

[
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For though no single day has been,

, - Or talent, well improv’d ; .

I chiefly see, and mourn; my sin_
In what I chieflylov’d.

1 trembled when thou saidst, « Resign
. A much abused trust;”’ '
But could not wonder or repgne ;
I own’d the sentence just.

Yet mercy sweeten’d my distress ;
And, while I felt the rod,

Gave me abundant cause to bless
An all-sufficient God. -

Sharp was my pain, and deep my wound,
(A wound which still must bleed)

But daily help, and strength I found
Proportion’d to my need. -

Like Jonah (well our stories suit)
I view’d my gourd well pleds’d ;

Like him, I could not see the root
On which the worm had seiz’d.

But saw, at length the hour draw nigh,

~ (That hour I'since have known)

When all my earthly joy must die,
And I be left alone.

She dropt a tear, and grasp’d my hand.
And fain she would have spoke ;

But well my heart could understand
The language of her look.
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‘The parting struggle all was mme;
. % "Tis the Survivor dies,” -
For she was freed, and gone to join
The triumph of the skies. = -

To me it was a stormy day,
Tho’ glad for her release ;

But he whom seas and storms-cbey,
Soon bid the tempest cease.

My selfish heart had wish’d her here,
To spend her daysin pam: - °

‘That she, what I could say; might hear,
And speak to me again. -

Our kindnéss to our suff’ring friends
Would keep them still below ;

But he who loves them better, sends,
And at his call, they go.

Each momnient, since that trying hour,
My loss I keenly feel ;

But trust, I feel my Savxour S pow'r
To.sanctify and heal.

Ah world! Vain world ! by whom my Lord
Was crucify’d and slain ;

What comfort now,. canst thou aﬁord
To mitigdte my pain ?

Long since, I should, by his dear Cross2
Have learnt to die to thee ;

But if T learn it by my Yoss, -
That loss my gain will be.
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Now Lord, to thee T would apply,
On thee alone depend ;

“I'hou art, when creatures fail and die,
An ever-living friend !

Now thou hast made a void within,
Which only thou canst fill';

Oh! grant me pardon of my sin,
And grace to do thy will.

That I with joy thy flock may feed,
A pattern to them be, )
. And comfort them in time of need,
Voiichsafe to comfort me. -

Let me believe, and love and praise,
And wonder and adore,

And view the guiding all my ways;
1 ask for nothing more.

To thee I would commit the rest :
‘The when, the how, the where,

Thy wisdom will determing best,
Without my anxious- care.

May I, with faith and patience wait,
For soon thy call will come ;

When I shall change this mortal state
‘For an Eternal home.

The veils of sin and unbelief
Shall theni be rent in twain 3

And they, who parted here with grief,
Shall meet with joy again.
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Then will the Lord himself appear; . : ‘
With all his blood-bought sheep, - .. -
'To wipe from ev’ry face; the tear,
And they no more shall weep.
May thoughts, like these relieve my toily .
And cheer my spirit up! .
Who would not suffer hLere a while,
For such a glorious hope ;

SECOND ANNIVERSARY OF THE FIFTEENTH
DECEMBER, 1790.

WHILE grace her balm, to sooth my pain
_And heal my wound, applies ; (
—T'o muke it throb, and bleed again.
Officious mem’ry tries. .
Too well she knows each tendeistring:
That twines about my heart;-
And how to fix a plercingsting
In the most feeling part !
May I not yet some respite take
From dwelling on her death?
Did I not feel her Leart-strings break,
And watch her last drawn breath ?

Oh'! cease, atlength to haunt my mind
With images of grief ;

€Canst thou no pleasing topics find
To yield me some relief ?

But as a sieve the bran retains,
And let the Hour fall thro’,
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" 8o careful mem’ry keeps my pains, *
And loss, in constant view ;
While comforts, countless as the sands
Which crown my favor’d lot, -
Tho’ each, my warmest praise demands,
Are heedlessly forgot.

And can I then forget the times,
‘When helpless, hopeless lost,

1 pin’d in miseries and crimes,
On Africa’s horrid coast ?

To Christ my Lord, a daring foe,
To men, a wretched slave ;

Yet, on that brink of endless woe
He shew’d his pow’r to save.

His mercy, tho’ by me unsought,
Kept me from falling in;
His arm my full deliv’rance wrought,
His grace forgave my sin.
He taught my base blaspheming tongue
- To aim at pray’r and praise;
Became my shield, and strength, and song
And guided all my ways.
Thus freed ffom misery and death,
My sorrow chang’d to joy 3
He sent me forth to preach the faith
I labor’d to destroy.
His mercies thro> my future life
Were new from day to day ;
The chief of all, was that dear wife
He since has call’d away.
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Shall ore'so faVOr’d e’er repine
Or one so vile complain ?

No--let me praise—she long was mine
And shall be mine agam

If death could break our union past
(Frail, tho’ endear’d the tie)

The stronger band of grace shall last,
When death itself shall die t

"
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A; ‘0?, G;ace in fbe Blade.&‘ , Marﬁ iviﬁ& )
e :Dedr Sir, l

CCORDING w your desire, I sit
down to give you my general views of a
progressive wark of grace, in the several stages
of “a believer’s experience ; ‘which I shall
mark by the different characters A, B. C.
answerable to the distinction our Lord teach-
es us to observe - from the growth of the
corn, Mark iv. 28. ¢ First the blade, then
¢ the ear, after that the full corn in the ear.”
The Lord leads all his people effectually and
savingly to the knowledge of the same essen-
tial truths, but in such a variety of methods,
that it will be needful in thisidisquisition, to
set aside, 35 much as possible, such things as
may be only personal ‘and occasional in the
experiénce of each, and to collect those only
which in a greater or less degree are common
to them all. I shall not therefore give you
a copy of ' my own experience, or of that of
any individual ; but shall endeavor, as clearly
as I can, to staté what 'the scripture teaches
us concerning the pature and- essentials of a
work of grace, so far as it will bear a generdl
appHcation to all those who are the subjects
of gracious: operations. o
By nature we are all dead in trespasses
and sins, not only strangers to God, butin a
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state of enmity and opposition to his govern-
ment and grace. In this respect, whatever
difference there may be in the characters of
men as members of society, they areall, whe-
ther wise or ignorant, whether soberor profane,
equaily incapable of receiving or approv-
ing divine truths, 1 Cor, ii. 14. On this
ground. our Lord declares, ¢ No man can
 come unto me, except the father who has
sent me,draws him.” Though the term Father
most frequently expresses a known and im-
portant distinction in the adorable Trinity, I
apprehend our Liord sometimes uses it to
denote God, or the Divine Nature, in ¢on-
tradistinction from his humanity, as in John
xiv. 9. And this 'I take to be the sense
here : « No man can come unto me unless he
“ is taught of God,” and wrought upon by
a divine power. The immediate exertion of
this power, according to the wconomy of
salvation, is rather ascribed to the Holy
Spirit than to the Father, John xvi. 8—11,
but it is the power of the God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ: and therefore se-
verally attributed to the Father, Son, and
Spirit, John v. 21. and ch. vi. 44. 63; 2
Cor. iil. 18; 2 Thess, iii. 5. :
By A, I would understand a person who is
under the drawings of God, which will infal-
1ibly lead him to the Lord Jesus Christ for
life and salvation. The beginning of thie
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work is instantancous, It-is effectes by a

¢ertain kind of light communicated ‘to the
soul, to which it was before arnt utter stranger.

~The eyes of the understanding are opened

and enlightened. The light at first afforded
is weak and indistinct, like the morning dawn;

“but when it ¥s ofice begun, it will certainly

increase and spread to the perfect day. We
commionly speak as if conviction of sin was the

first work of “God upon thé soul that he is in

metcy about to draw unto himself..- But 1
think this is inaccurate, - Conviction is only
a part, or rather an immediate efféct of that
first work ; and there-are many convictions
which do not at all spring from it, and there-
fore are only occasional and temporary,
though for a season they may be very sharp,
and put a ‘person upon doing many things.
In order to a due - conviction of sin, we must
previously have some adequate conceptions of
the God with whom we have to do. Sin
may be feared as dangerous without- this ;
but  its natare and demerit can only be un-
derstood by being contrasted with the holiness,
majesty,’ goodness, and truth, of the God
aga'nst whom it is committed. No outward
means, no metcies; judgments, or ordinances,

can communicate such a discovery of God

or produce such a conviction of sin, without

", the concurrence of this divine light and pow-

er to the soul. 'The natural conscience and
Q3
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and possions may be indeed so far wrought
upon by outward means, as. to stir up scme
desires and endeavors : but if these are not
founded in a spiritual apprehension of the per-
fections of God, according to the revelation
he has made of himself m: his word, they
will sooner or later come to nothing ; and the
person affected will either return by degrees
to his fermer ways, 2 Peter ii: 20; or he will
sink into a self-rifhteous form ‘of godliness,
destitute of the power, Luke xviii. 11, And
therefore as there are so many things in the
dispensation of the 'gospel, suited to work up-
on the natural ‘passions of men, the® many
woful miscarriages and apostacies amongst
professors are more to be lamented than won-
dered at. For though the seed may seem to
spring up, and look green for a season, if there
be no depth for it to take root, it will surely
wither away. = We may be unable to judge-
with certainty upon the first appearance of 2
-religious profession, whether the work be
thus deep and spiritual or not; but ¢ the
¢ Lord knows them that are his ;” and where-
ver itis real it is an infallible token of sal-
vation. Now as God only thus reveals him.-
self by the medium of scripture truth, the light
received this way leads the soul to the scrip-
ture from whence it springs, and all the lead-
g truths of the word of God soon begin to
be perceived and assented to. The evil of
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sin is acknowledged, the evil of the heart
is felt.  There may be for a while some ef-
forts 16 obtain the favor -of ‘God by prayer,
repentance and reformation; but for the most
part it is not very long before these things are
proved to be vain and ineffectual. : The soul,
like the woman mentioned, Mark v. 26. wea.
ried with'vain: expedients; finds itself worse
and worse, and is gradually broughtto see the
necessity and sufficiericy of the gospel salva-
tion. A, may soon be a believer thus far :
That he believes the word of God,. sees and
feels things to'be as they dre there described, -
hates and avoids sin, because he knows it is
displeasing to God, and cenfrary to his gocd-
ness 3 he receives the record which God has
given of his Son; has his heart affected and
rawn to Jesus by views of his glory, and of*
his-love to poor sinmers; véntures upon. his
~natne and promises as his only encouragement:
to come to a throne'of grace 5 waits diligent~
ly in the use of all means appointed for the
communion and growth of grace ; loves the
* Lord’s people, accounts them the excellent
of the earth, and delights in their conversa-
tion. He is longing, waiting, and praying,
for a share in those blessings which he believes
they enjoy, and can be satished with nothing
less.  He is convinced of the power of Jesus-
“te save him ; but through remaining ignorance
and legality, the remembrance of sin ¢om-
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mitted, and the sense of .present corruption,
he often questions his willingness; and, not
knowing the aboundings of grace, and the
security of the promisesy he fears lest the
compassionate Saviour should spurn him from
his feet. .

~ 'While he is thus young in the knowledge
of the gospel, burdened with sin, and per-
haps beset with Satan’s temptations, the
Lord, ¢ who gathers the lambs in his arms,
¢ and carries them in his bosom,” is pleased
at times to favor him with cordials, that he
may not be swallowed up with overmuch sor-
row. . Perhaps his heart is enlarged in pray-
er, or under hearing, or some good promise
is brought -home to his mind, and applied
with power and sweetness. He mistakes the
nature and design of these comforts, which
are not given him to rest in, but to engourage
him to press forward. He thinks he is then
right because he has them, and fondly hopes
to have them always. Then his mountain
stands strong. But ere long he feels a change:
his comforts are withdrawn; he finds no
heart to pray; no attention in hearing ; in-
dwelling sin revives with fresh strength, and
perhaps Satan returns. with redoubled rage.
Then he is at his wits end ; thinks his hopes
were presumptuous, and his comforts delu-
stons. e wants to feel something that may
give him a warrant to trust in the free promises
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of Christ: His views of the Redecmer’s
gracefulness. are very narrow; he' sees not
the harmony and glory of the divine attributes
in'the salvation of a Sinner ; he sighs for mer-
¢y, bur fears that justice is against him.  How-
ever, by these changing -dispensations the
Lord is training. him up, and bringing him
forward.  ‘He’ ‘Feceives grace from Jesus,
whereby he is enabled to fight against sin ;
his conseietice is tender, his troubles are chief-
ly spiritual troubles ; and- he thinks, if he
eould but attain a sure and abiding sense of
his acceptance in the beloved, hardly any out-
ward trial would be capable of giving him
much disturbance. Indeed notwithstanding
the weakness of ‘his faith, and the prevalence
of a legal spirit, which greatly hurts him,
there are some things in his present experi-
ence which he'may perhaps look upan with
regret hereafter, when' his hope and know-
'eﬁée will be more established. " Particularly
that sensibility and keenness of appetite with
which he ‘now attends the ordinances, desir-
ing the sincere milk of the word with earnest-
ness and eagerness, ‘as a babe does the breast.
He counts the hours from one cpportunity to

- another 3 and- the attention and desire with

which he hears may be read in his counte-
nance. His zeal is likewise lively, and may
be, for want of experience, too importunate
and forward. He bas a love for souls, and a
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concern fot the glory of God; which,
though it may at sometimes create him trou-
ble, and at others be mixed with some yndue
motions of self, and yet in.its principle is
highly desirable and commendable;’. John,
xviit: 10: -
- The grace of God influences both the un-
derstanding and the affections. Warm affec-
tions, without knewledge, can rise no higher
than superstition ; and that knowledge which
does not influence the heart and affectiohs,
~will only make a hypocrite. The true be-
Biever is rewarded in both respects; yet we
may observe, that though A, is not without
knowledge, this state is more usually remark-
able for the warmth and liveliness of the af-
fections., On the other hand, as the work
advances, though the affcctions are not left
out, yet it seemns to be carried on. principally
in the understanding. The old christians
has more solid, judicious, connected views of
the Lord Jesus Christ, and the glories of his
person and redeeming love, hence his hope
is more established, his dependence more sim-
ple, and Lis peace and strength, ceteris paribus,
-more abiding and uniform, than in the case
of a young convert, but the latter has for the
most part, the advantage in point of sensible
fervency. A tree is most valuable when lad-
en with ripe {ruit, but it has a peculiar beauty
when in blossom. It is spring time with A;
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he is in bloom, and, by the grace and blessing
of the. heavenly husbandman, will bear fruit
in old age. His faith is weak, but his heart .
is warm. He will seldom venture “to think
himself a believer ; but he sees and feels, and
does those things which no one could unless
the Lord was with him. The very desire
and bent of his soul i to God, and to the
word “of his” grace. , His knowledge is but
small, butit s growing every day. .- If he is -
pot 4. father ot gyoung man iR grace, he is a
dear child. 'The Lord has visited his heart,
delivered him from the love of sin, and fixed
his eyes supremely upqg Jesus Christ. The
spirit of bondage is gradually departing from
him, and;the hour of liberty, which he longs
for, is approaching, when, by a farther disco-
very.of the glorious gospel, it shall be given
him to know his acceptance, and to rest up«
on ‘the Liord’s finished salvation. . We shall
then take potice of him by the name of B,
in a second letter, if you are not unwilling I
should prosecute the subjectomw—I am, &e.

3
£
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B; ors Grace'in the Ear.. Mark, iv. 28.

Dear Sir,

HE manner of the Lords work in the

hearts of his people is not easily traced,
though the fact is certain, and the evidence
demonstrable, from Scripture. In attempt-
ing to explain it, we can only speak in gene-
ral and are at u loss to form such a descrip-
tion as shall take in the immense variety of
cases which occur in the experience of be-
lievers. - 1 have already attempted such a.
general delineation of a young convert, under
the character of A, and am now to speak of
hith by the name of B. .

This state I suppose to commence, when
the soul, after an interchange of hopes and
fears, according to the different frames it pass-
es through, is brought to rest in Jesus, by a
spiritual apprehension of his tomplete suita-
bleness and sufficiency, as the wisdom, righte-
ousness, sanctification, and redemption of all

~who trust in him, and is enabled by an appro-
priating faith to say, “ He is mine, and I am
¢ his.””” There are various degrees of this
persuasion : it is of a growing nature, and is
capable of increase so long as we remain in
this world. I call it assurance, whenit arises
from a simple view of the grace and glory of
the S aviour, independent of our frames and
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feelings, so-as to enable 8 10 anewer all ob.
‘ Jmmnﬁs from unbelief aiid’ Satan, with the
apostle’s words, *Who is he that condemn.
weth? Itis Christ that died, yed rathér, that
Wi risen again, who iseven atthe right hand
W of God, who also- maketh intercession for
e us.”  Roin. viil. 84 This, in my judg-
ment; does wot belong to the essence of faith;
so that B- should be deemed miore trisly a be-
Yieverthan A, but to the establishment of faith.
And now faith is stronger, it has more to Fmp-
ple with. I think the characteristic of the
state of A iydesire, and of B is conflict. Not
that B’ desires have subsided, or A wasa
stranger to conflict 3 but as there was a sensi-
ble eagerness and keenness in A’s desires,
which perhaps is seldom known to be equally
strong aftetwards ; $o there are-usually trials
. and exércises in B’s efperience, ‘something
different in-their Kind, and" sharper in their
measure, than what A was exposed tg, or in-
deed had strength t0 endure. A, like Israel,
has been delivered from'Eg‘yﬁt by great pow-
- er-and a stretched out arm, has been pursued
and terrified by many enemies, has given
himself up fof lost again and again. He has
at last seen his'ehemies destroyed, and has
sung the song of Moses and the Lamb upon
‘the banks of the 'Red-Sea. Then he gorii-
tences B. Perhaps, like Israel, he thinks
His difficulties are at an end, and expects to
- Q
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§o on rejoicing till he enters.the promxsed
and. But, alas ! his difficulties arein a man-
ner but beginning ; he has a wilderriess before
him, of which he is not aware. The Lord
is now about to suit his dispensations to hum-
ble and to prove him, and to shew him what
is in his heart, that he may do him good at
the lafter end, and that all the glory may re-
‘dound 'to his own free grace.
~'Since the Lord hates and abhors sin, and
teaches his people whom he loves o hate it
}hkewxse, itmightseemdesirable, (and all things
ate equally édsy to him) that at the same time
theyaredelivered from guiltand reigning pow-
er of sin, they should likewise be perfectly freed
from the defilement of indwelling sin, and be
made fully conformable to hiny at once. . His
- wisdom has, however, appomted otherwise.
)But from the above promise, of his hatred of
sin, and his love to his people, I think we
may certainly conclude, that he would not
suffer sin to remain in them, if he did not
‘purpose to over rule t, for the fuller manifes-
tation of the glory of his grace and wisdom,
and for the making his salvation more preci-
ous to theit souls. It is however; his com-
mand, and therefore their duty ; yea,
further, from the new nature he has given
them, it is their desire, to watch and strive
a,éamst sin 3 and to propose the mortification
the whole body of sin, and the advance-



e ot A P o i i

§:‘Eat andconstam R, to”
ave ‘an habitual perseverin regard
this plan B sets out. -The gnowled
accéptance with God, and of our everlastmg
security in Christ, h ¢ in dtself ;the same tep-
dency upon earth 'as‘it will have in heaven,
and wohid; in‘proportion to the degree of evi-
dencé and clezme%s, produce the'same effects,
of ¢ontinual love, joy, peace, gratztude, and
praise, if there was nothmg 1o counteract it.
But ‘B is not>all ‘spirit.:»A depraved natire
still’ cleaves' to him, and he has the seeds of
every natural corruption yet rerpaining. in his
heart. - Helives likewise in a world that is
full of snares, and occasions suited to draw
forth those corruptions; and he is surround-
€d-by invisible.spiritual enemigs, the ‘extent
of  whose' powemnd subtiley he-is. yetto learn’
by painful experience. ' B; knows, ‘in general,
the nature of his christiani warfare,and sees
his'right to live upon Jesus for nghteousness
~and strength.  He is not unwilling to indure
hardships 252 good soldier of Jesus Christ;
and believes, that’ though he mdy be sore thrust
at that He ‘may fall; the Lord will be his stay.
He knows,-that 'his heart is % deceitful and .-
desperately wicked 7’ but hegdoes not, “he*
eannot know at ﬁrst, the full meaning of that .
. expressioft,  Yet it is for the Lord’s s glary,
‘ ;md w:ll in the end make h:s grace :md love

’
‘
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still more precious, that B.should find new
and mortifying proofs of an evil nature as he
¥oes on, such as he could not have once be«
ieved had they been foretold him, asin the
case of Peter, Mark xiv. 29. And, in effect;
the abominations of the heart do not appear in
their full strength and aggravation, butinthe
- case of one, Wwho, like B, has tasted that the
T.ord is gracious, and rejoiced in his salva-
tion. The exceeding sinfulness of sin is ma-
nifested, not so much by its breaking through
the restraints of threatenings and commands,
- as by its being capable of acting against light .
and against love. Thus it was with Hezekis
zh. He had been a fathful and zealous
servant of the Lord for many years; but k
suppose he knew more of God, and of hima
self, in the time of his sickness, than he had
ever done before. The Lord, who had sigs
. nally defended him from. Senaclierih, was
pleased likewise to raise him from the borders -
of the grave by a miracle, and proionged
the time of his life in answer to prayer. It
is®lain, from the sonﬁ which he pennedup.
an his recovery, that he was greatly affected
with the mercies he had received; yet stijl
there was something in his heart whick
ke knew not, and which it was for the Lord’s
gi:ry he should be made sensible of ; and
refore he was pleased to leave him to hima
self. It is the only instance in which he is
said to have been left to Himself, and the only
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instance “in which his conduct i

stagio . “condemned.
T'apprehend; that'in tife state of B,

B, “that is,

for a season after we hawi wn the ‘Lord,
we Have usually the thost sensible’and distres-

sing experience of  our evil fidtures.” "I d

say, ‘that it is necessary thit we should be left
to fall into gross outward sifi, in orderto’know -
what is in our ‘hearts’; ‘theugh I believe
many haye this fallen, whose hearts, under a
former. sense “of redéeming love, Have been
as‘truly sét against sin jas the hearts of others
who have been preserved from*such outward !
falls. " The Lord makes sbme ‘of 'his children
.examples and warnings to 6thers, as he pleas-
es.” 'They who are spared, and whose worst
deviations are only' known ‘to the Lord and
to themselves, have great reason to be thank-
ful. I am sure I have: the merciful Lord
has not suffered ame to make any considerable
blot in’ my profession during the time I have’
beeh numbered amongst his people.  But I
have nothing to boast of 'herein. - It has not
been owing to my wisdom, watchfulness, or
spiritualityy thotigh' ih the main he has not suf-
fered me to live in‘the neglect of his appointed
means. - Buit Thope to go softly all my days’
under the remiembranice of mary things; for
which I have as gréat a  ¢atise to be abased
before him, as if I hdd not been left to sin’
grievously in the sight of men. Yet with'resy,
pect to my acceptance in'the beloved, I'know
i 02

At
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not if. I have had a doubt of a quarter of an
hour’s continuance for many years past. But,
Oh! the multiplied instances of stupidity, in-
gratitude, impatience, and rebellion, to whick
my conscience has been witness! And as
every heart knows its own bitterness I have
generally heard the like complaints from
others of the Lord’s people with ‘whom I
have -conversed, even from those who have
appeared to be eminently gracions and spiritu-
af. B does not meet with these things per-
haps at first, nor every day.  The Lord ap-
points occasions and turns in life, which try
our spirits.  There arc particular seasons
when temptations are suited to our frames,
tempers and situations ; and there are times
when he is pleased to withdraw, and to per-
mit Satan’s approach, tha: we may feel how
vile we are in ourselves We are prone to
spiritual- pride, to self dependence, to vain
confidence, to creature attachments, and a
“train of evils. ‘The Lord often discovers
to us orie sinful disposition by .exposing us to
another. He sometimes shows what he can
do for us and in us; and at other times how :
little we can do, and how unable we are ta
stand without him. By a variety of these exer-
cises, through the over.ruling and edifying
influences of the Holy Spirit, B is trained up
in a growing knowledge of himself and of the
Lord. Helearns to be more distrustful of
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his own heart, and to'suspeét a sttare in every
step he. takes. The dark and: disconsolate
hours which he has’ brought tpon hirself in -
times past, make him doubly prize the light
of God’s countenance, and teach him to
dread whatever might grieve the Spirit. of
God, and cause him to withdraw again.. The
repeated “and: muyltiplied -pardons which he
has. received, mncresse his admiration of and
the sense of his obligations.to, the rich sover
reign abounding mercy -of the:.covenant.
‘Much has been forgiven him, therefore he
loves much, and therefore he knows how to
forgive and pity others. = He does not call
' evi% good, or good evil ; but his awn experj~
ences teach him tenderness and forbearance.
He . experiences a spirit of meekness towards
those who are overtaken in a fault and his at-
tempts 1o restore such, are according to the
pattern of the Lord’s dealings’ with bimself.

In a word, B’s character, in mé judgment,
is gomplete, and ke becomes a- C, when the
habityal frame of his heart answers to that
passage in the prophet Ezekiel, chap. xvi.
63. ¢ That thou mayest remember, and
¢ be confounded, and never open thy mouth
¢ any more (to boast complain, or eensure,}
¢ because of thy shame, when I am pacified
¢towards, thee for all that thou hast done,
# gaith the Lord God.” Coeln
2o Fam, &e.
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C ; ofs the full Corn inthe Ear. Mark iv 28.
Dear Sir,

Y way of distinction, I assighed to A
the characteristic of desire, to' B that of
conflict.. T can think of no single word more
descriptive of the state of C than contempla-
t#ivn.: Flis eminence, in comparison of A,
~doés ‘not. consist in the sensible warmth and
fervency in hig affections ; in this respect ma-
ny of the most exemplary believers have look-
ed back with a kind of regret upon the “time
of their espousals, when, though their judg-
ments. were but imperfectly formed, and their
views of gospel truths were very indistinct they
felt a fervor of spirit the remembrance of
which is both humbling and refreshing ; and
yet they cannot recall the same sensations.
Nor is he properly distinguished from B. by |
a consciousness of his acceptance in the Be- -
toved, and an ability of calling God his fa-
ther ; for this I have supposed B has attained
to. ~ Though, as there is a growth in every,
grace, C having had his views of the gospel,
and of the Lord’s faithfulness and mercy,
confirmed by a longer experience, his assur-
ance is of course more stable and more simple,
than when he first saw himself safe from™ all
condemnation.  Neither has C; properly
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M. my more strangth o stock of grace
in herent in himulf than B, of even than A.
He is in the same state of aimlute dependance,
- as incapable of performmg spiritual acts, or
of sesisting temptations by his own power, as
he was at the first day of his setting out. - -
Yet in 2 Sense be § uch stronger, because

 feeling and constant sense-of

Sh . »heLthasbmleng
teaching him ‘this lesson by a train of various
dispensations ; and through grace he ¢an say,
he has not suffered so many things in vaim.
His heart has deceived him sa often, that he
isnow in a.good measure weaned from trusts
ing to it; and therefore he does not meet
with so many disappointments. And having
found again and again the vanity of gli other
Ielps, he is gow tauﬁht to go to the Lord
at.onoq for ¥ g::aée to help in every time of
“need.” ‘Thus be is strong, not in himself,
‘but in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. )
Bus C’s’ ‘happiness and superiority; to B
lies chiefly in this, that by the Lord’s bles-
sing on the use of means, such as prayer, read-
ing and hearing of the word; and by a sancti-
fied improvement of what he has seen of the

Lord, and of his own heart, ii the course of
his experience, he has attained clearer, deep.. -
er, and more comprehensive views of the
mystevy of zedeammg love ; of the glorious

@
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excellency of the Lord Jesus, in-his person,

offices, grace, and faithfulness ; 'of the ‘har-
mony and glory of all the divine. perfections
manifested in and by him to the church; of
the stability, beauty, fulness, and certainty
of .the. holy Scriptures, and of “the heights,
depths,  lengths, and breadths of the ‘love
of -God in Christ. ‘Thus though his sen-
sible feelings may not be so warm as when
he was in the state of A, his judgment is’
more solid, his mind more fixed, his thoughts
more habitually exercised upon the things .
within the vail. - His great business is to be-
hold the glory of God in Christ; and by be-
holding, he is changed into the same image,
and brings forth in an eminent and unform
manner the fruits of righteousness, which are:
by Jesus Christ to the glory and praise of
God. His contemplations are not barren
speculations, but have a real influence, and
enable him to exemplify the christian charac-"
ter to more advantage, and with more con-
sistence, than can in the present. sfate of -
things be expected either from A or B.  The
following particulars may illustrate niy mean-
ng. . . -

I. Humility. A measure of this grace is
to be expected in every true christian 2 butit
can only appear in proportion to the know-
ledge they have of Christ and of their own
hearts. It is a part of C's daily employment



the E&eﬂezer: hé has et upall aimg the :oaﬂ,

he sees, m al j st an equal niamber; the rio.
. his own _perverse returys, and
how he. ha ina thousand instances rendered

- gody Comparing these

thin l:san without _ affectation
drop: ‘ﬂpoma’s anguage, and: s’cyle him-
self ¢.less. than. the Jeast of all's %aints, and

of sintiers ithe’ chief. A -and. B “know that
they vught :t6 be humbled ;-but C i truly so,”
and fe § theforce of that text which I men,
'tmaed in-my last 3 Ezek. .xvi. 63. Agam,
as he-knows most of himself, so he has seen
most of the Lord. The apprehension of in-
finite majesty . combined with infiftite love
makes him shrink into. the “dust. , From the
exercise of this grace ‘he derives two others,
vehich are exceedingly ornamental, and prm-.
“cipal. branches of the’ mmd which was in
Christ.: .
The one js, submlsswn to the will of God
The views he: has. of his.own- vileness, un-
worthiness, and ignorance, and of the divine
_sovereignty, Wxsdom and love, teach him to
be content, in every statey and to bear his ap-
pointed-lot of suffering with resxgnatton, ac-
‘cording to the language of David in time of
_, affliction. * ' was dumb and opened not
 my mouth because thou didst it.”
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. 'The other is; tenderness of spirit towards
his fellow Christians, . He cagpot'but judge
of their conduct atcording to the Tule of tﬁe
word, But his own heart, and the' know-
ledge he hasacquired of the snarés of the
world, and the subtilty of Satan; teach him
to make all due allowances, and qualify him
for admenishing and restoring,<n the spirit of
mieekness, those who have been overtaken in
a fault. Here A is usually blameable ; the
warnith of his zeal, not being duly corrected
by a sense of his own imperfections; betrays
“him often into a censoriousspirit. . But Ccan
bear with A likewise, because he hath betn so
hims#lf, and he will not expect green fruit to
be ripe.. : o '
II? ‘Spirituality. A spiritual taste, and a ’

disposition to account all things mean and
vain, in comparison of the knowledge and
love of God in Christ, are essential to a true
Christian. The world can never be his pre~
vailing choice; 1 John ii. 18 .Yet we are
renewed but in part, and are prone to an un-
due attachment to worldly things. Our spi-
rits cleave to the dust, in defiance to the dic-
tates of our better judgments 3 and T believe
the Lord seldom gives his people -a consider-
able victory over this evil phinciple, until he
has let them feel how deeply it is rooted in
their hearts. We may often see persons ensy
tangled and clogged in this respect, of whose

~
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wwntlyi in the maist we., c;ghmr' j doubt ;
especially. upor some sud | dfexpected
turnin lifé,?fvhiahn bring<them into ;?;im'-‘
tion they have not been accustortied 'to. A
considerable part of out trials  are mercifully
appointed to' wean us from this propensity,
and it is gradually -weakened by the Lord’s
shewing us at one time the vanity of the creas
ture, and at another his- own excellence “and
all-sufficiency. Even C is not perfect in this
" vespect ; but he is more sensible of the evil of
such attachments, more ‘humbled for them,
more watchful against ther, and more deli-
vefed from them. . He still feels a fetter, but
he longs to be free. His allowed desives are -
brought to a point; and he sees nothing
worth a serious thought, but with communion
- with. God  and-progress in holiness, Whate.
ver chapges C may gieet with, *he willin gene-
ral be the samejan sull. He has learned with’
the apostle, not only to suffer want, but
(which is_perhaps the harder lesson) how to
abound. ‘A palace would be a prison to him,
without the Lord’s presence; and with this a
prison would be a palace. - From hence arises
a peaceful reliance upon the Lord: he has
nothing which he cannot commit into his
hands, which he is not babitually aiming’ to
resign to his disposal. Therefore he is not
afraidof evil tidings ; but when the hearts of
others shaka like the leaves of a tree, e is,
R
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fixed, trusting .in the Lord, who he believes
¢an and will make good every loss, sweeten
every bitter, and appoint all things to work
together for his advantage. He sees that
the timeis short, lives upon the foretastes of
glory, and therefore accounts not his life, "or
any inferior concerament, dear, so that.he
may finish his course with joy. . .
I1I. " A union of heart to the glory and
will of God, is ancther noble distinction of
C’s spirit. The glory of God and the good
of his people are inseparably connected. But
of these great ends the first is unspeakably
the highest and most important, and into
which every thing else will be finally resolv-
ed. Now, in proportion.as we advance near-
er to him, our judgment, aim, and end, wiil
be conformable to Ais, and his glory will have
the highest place in our hearts. At first it is
not so, or but very impég&dy. Qur con-
cern is chiefly about ourselvés ; nor can it be
otherwise. The convinced soul inquires,
What shall I do to be saved 2 The young
convert is intent upon sensible comforts ; and
in the seasons when he sees his intetest ses
cure, the prospect of the troubles he may meet,,
withn life makes him often wish for an early
dismission, that he may be at rest, and avoid
the heat and burden of the day. But C hag
attained to more enlarged views; he -has a
‘desire to part and to be with Christ, which



may be glorifiedin him; ‘whether by his
or by his death. He is not bis own; nor does
he desiré to be his own § bt so that the potver-
of Jesusmay be manifésted in him, be will take
pleasure in infirniities, in distresses, in tempta-
tions 5 and thotghhe longs fof heaven; would
be content tolive as long as Methusélah upon -
earth, if ' by 4ny thing he could d6 or suffer; -
the will'and glory of God might be promot-
ed.  And’ thouih' he loves and adores - the
Lord for what "he has*done and sufféred for
him; delivered Lim from, and appointed:him
to: yethe loves and ddores him likewise with
a more simple and direct love,'in which selfis
in a manmer forgot, from the consideration
of -his glorious excellence and perfections, as
he is in himself. “That God in Christ is glo-
rious over all, and blessed for ever, is the
very joy of his soul 3:and his heart can frame
no higher wish; than that the sovereign, wise,
‘holy will of God'may be accomplished in him,
and all his creatures. -Upon this grand prins
ciple his prayers, schemes, and actions are
- formed. Thus C fis already made like the
angels, and, so far as is consistent with the
inseparable” remnants ‘of a fallen nature, the
will of God is regarded by him upon earth;
as it 1s by the inha%itants of heaven. = - *
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. The power of divine grace in ¢ may be ex:
emplified in a great variety of sitmations. C
may berich or poor, learned or -illiterate, of
a lively natural spirit, or of a mdre slow and
phlegmatical constitution. Ye may: have a
comparatively tmooth,or are markably therny
pathinlife ; he may be a minister or layman;
these cirenmstantials will give some tincture
and difference 'in appearance to the work;
but the workitself is the same ; and we must,
as far as possible, drop the consideration of
them all, or make proper allowances for each,
in order to form a right judgment of the life -
of faith. - The outward expression of grace
may be heightened and set off to advantage
by thany things which are merely natural,
such as evenness of temper, good sense, a
knowledge of the world, and the like ; and
it may be darkened by things which arenot
properly sinful, but unavoidable, such as
lowness of spirits, werk abilities, and pres-
sure of temptations, which may have effects
that they who have not had experience in the
same things cannot properly account for. A
double quantity of real grace, if I may so
speak, that has a double quantity of hin~’
drances to conflict with, will not be easily
ebserved; unless the hindrances are likewise
known and attended tos and 2 smaller med-
sure of grace may appear great when its exer-
cise meets with no remarkable obstruction.
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For ‘these reasons, we can never be compe-
tent-judges of each other; becatise we”cannot
be competently ‘dcquainted ‘with the whole
complex case.. But ‘Our greatand merciful
Highapriest knows the* whole ; he_considers
our frame, * remembers that we are but dust,”
makes gracious allowances, pities, bears, ac-
cepts, and approves, with unerring judge-
ment. The sun, 1n his daily course, heholds
nothing so- excellent and honorable upon
earth as C, though perhaps he may be confin-
ed to a cottage, and is little known or noticed
by men. Buthe is the object and residence
of divine love, the charge of angels, and rip-
ening for everlasting  glory. Happy C! his
toils, sufferings, and exercises, will be soon
at an end ; soon his desires will be accomplish-
ed ; and he who has loved him, and redeemed
him with his own" blood, will receive him to
himself, with a~ % Well done, thou good and
*¢ faithful servant; epter thou into the joy
¢ of the Lord.” :

If this representation is agreeable to- the
Scriptures, how greatly are they mistaken,
and how much to he pitied, who, while they
make profession of the gospel, seem to have
no idea of the effects it is designed to pro-
duce upon the hearts of believers, but either
allow themselves in a worldly spirit and con-
versation, or indulge their unsanctified tem-
pers, by a fierce contention for names, noti-
' R 2



198  APPENDIX.

ons, and parties. -May the Lord give to you

and to me daily to grow in the experience of

that wisdom whigh * is first pure, then peace-

¢ able, gentle, and easy to be intreated, full

¢ of mercy and good works, withont partiali-

“ ty, and without hypocrisy. ~
Yam &e, -
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. (1) .On Man in bis Fallew State.
. Lord what is Mas! -
. Dear Sir,

WE hear much in the present.day of the
‘dignity of human nature. .And
it is allowed man was an excellent creature
as he came out of the hands of God; butif
we consider this question with a view to fallen
man, as depraved by sin, how can we but
join with the Psalmist in wonder that the
great God should make any account of him ?
Fallen as man is from his original state of
happiness and holiness, his natural faculties
and abilities afford sufficient evidence that the
hand.which made him is divine. Feis capa-
ble of great things. His understanding, will,
~ affections, imagination, and memory, -are no-
ble and amazing powers. But view him in a
amoral light, as an intelligent being, inces-
santly dependent upon God, accountable to
- him, and appointed by hira to a state of ex-
Istence in-an unchangeable world; considered
in this relation, man is a monster, a vile,
‘base, stupid, obstinate, and mischievous crea-
ture ; no words can fully describe himo—
Man, with all his boasted understanding and
attainments, is afool; so long as he is desti-
mte of the saving grace of God, his conduct,

2
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as to his miost important councernments, is
more absurd and inconsistent than that of the
meanest idiot ; with respect to his affections
and pursuits, he is degraded far below the
beasts ; and for the malignity and wickedness
of his will, can be compared to nothing so
properly as to the devil. A

The question here is not concerning - this
or that man, a Nero or a Heliogabalus, but
concerning human nature, the whole race of
mankind, the few excepted. who are born of
God. . There is indeed a difference amongst
men, but it is owing to the restraints of Divine
Providence, without which earth would be
the. very image of hell. A wolf or alion,
while chained, cannot do so much mischief
asif they were let loose, but the natureis the
same in the whole species. Education and
interest, fear and shame, human laws, and the
secret power of God over the mind, combine
to form many characters that are eternally de-
cént and respectable ; and even the most aban~
doned are under a restraint which prevents
them from manifesting a thousandth part of
the wickedness which is in their hearts. But
the heart itself is universally deceitful and
desperately wicked.

Man is a fool:. He can indeed measure
the earth and almost count the stars; he
bounds in arts and inventions in science and
policy,~—and shall he then he called a fool?

IS
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~The ancient beatheus; the ishabitants of
Egypt, Greece and Rome; ‘were eminent for

" . the kind of wisdom." They are to this day

studied as models .by those who aim to excel
in history, poetry, painting, architecture, and
other .exertions of human genius,. which are

—

suited to polish the franners without improv.:

ing -the. heaft. Bt their most admired phi-
losophers, legislators, logicians, oraters, and
artists, ‘were &s" destitute as infants or idiots,
of that knowledge which dlone deserves. the
name of true wisdom. . Professing themselves
to. be wise, they became fools. Ignorant
and regardless of Ged, yet sonscious of their
,weakness, and of their dependence upon a
power above their own, and stimulated by an
inward principle of fear, of which they knew
neither the origin nor right application, they

sworshipped the creatureé more than the Crea.

tor, yea, placed their trusts: in stocks and
stones, in the work of men’s hands, in non-
entities and chimeras. - :

An acquaintance with their mythology, or
system of religious fables, passes with us for
a considerable branch of learning, because it
is drawn from: ancient books written in lan-
guages not known to the vulgar ; but in point
of certainty or truth, we might receive as
much satisfaction from a-collection of dreams,

or from the ravings of lunatics. . If, there-:

fore, we admit these admired sages as a tole-
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‘rable specimen of mankind, miust we not con-
fess, that man in his best estate, while unin-
structed by the spirit of God, is a fool? But
are “we wiser than: they ? Not in the least,
till the grace of God makes us so, -Our su-
perior advantages only shew our. folly in a
more striking light. Why do we account
any petson foolish? A fool has no sound
judgment ; he is governed wholly by appear-
ances, “and would prefer a fine coat to the
writings of .a large estate: He pays no re-
gard to consequences.. Fools  have . some-
times hurt or killed their best friends; and
thought they did no harm. A fool cannot
reason,therefore arguments are lost upon him.
At one time, if tied with a straw, he dares
not stir ;'at another time, perhaps he can
hardly be persuaded to move, though the
house was on fire. Are these the chardcter-
istics of :a fool ? Then there is no fool like
the sinner, who prefers the toys of earth to
the happiness of heaven ; who is held in bon-
dage by the foolish customs of the world; and -
is. more afraid of the breath of man than of
the wrath‘of God. . )
Again, man in his natural state is a beast,
" yea below the beasts that perish. In two
things he strongly resembles them : in look-
inig no higher than to sensual gratifications,
and in that selfishness of spirit which prompts
him to propose himself and his own interest as
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his proper and hig}gest‘epg, --Butin many re-
spects be sinks sadly beneath. them,_, Unna-
tural lusts and ;the want.of natural .affection.
“towards their offspring, are.abominations not
to - be found. among. the brute .creation,
What shall: we  say -of mothers . destroying
their _children ‘with -their, own hands, or of
_ the horrid act of self murdezt. Men are worse-
than:beasts likewise in their obstinacy.; they
will not be warped. If a beast escapes from
atrap, he will be cautious how le gdes near
it again, &nd invain is the net spread in the
sight of any bird, But man, though he be
often” reproved, hardens his neck ; . he rushes
upon his ruin-with his eyes open, and can de-
fy God to his face, and dare damnation.
- Once more, let us observe how man re-
sembles the «devil...- There are spiritual  sins,:
" and from these in their beight the scripture
teaches us to judge of Satan’s character.
Every- feature in this description is strong in
many 5o that what our Lord said to the Jews
is general application, “ Ye are of your father
the devil, and ¢he lusts of your father yon will
"do.”? “Man resembles Satan i pride : this sta.
pid, wicked creature values himself upon his
wisdom, power, and virtue, and will talk of
being saved by his good works ; though if he
*. cany Satan himself need not despair. He re--
sembles him -in 'malice; and this diabolical
disposition often proceeds to murder, and
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would daily if the Lord did not restrain it.
He derives from Satan the hateful spirit of
enty ;3 he 15 often tormented beyond expres-
sion, by belielding the prosperity of his neigh-
bors 3 and proportionably pleased with their
calamities, though he gains no other advan-
tage from- them than the gratification of this
rancorous- principle. He bears the image
likewise of Satan in his cruelty. ‘This evil'is
bound up even in the heart of a childi’ A
dispoesition to take pleasure in giving pain to
others, appears very early. Children, if left
t6 themselves, soon feel” a gratification in
torturing insects and animals. What misery
does the wanton cruelty of men inflict upon
cocks, dogs, bulls, and other creatures, which
they seem to think were formed for no other
end than to feast their savage spirits with their -
torments! If weform our judgments of men -

when they seem most pleased, and have nei-
ther anger orresentment to_plead in their ex-
cuse, it is too-evident, even from the nature
of their amusements, whose they are, and
‘whom theyserve ; and are the worst of. ene.
mies to each other. Think of the horrors of
war, the rage of duellists, of the murders
and assassinations with which the world is fil-
led, and then say, ¢ Lord what is maga??’
Farther, if deceit and treackery belong to Sa-
tan’s character, then surely man resembles-
him. Is not the universal observation and
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complaing of -alt aﬁes, afi ‘affecting comment .
upon the - prophet’s: words, - Prust ye not-
in" a'ffiend, put hot-¢énfidénce’in a2’ guide,
keep the- doors'of thy inouth from her that
Lieth in thy bosom, for they hunt ‘every man
his “‘brother with -2 nét>* - How many have
at this mploent-¢aug€ 10" say with David,
-4 Thewords “of his-mouth’ were smoother
“¢than ‘buttery but vwar was in his heart ;- his-
“words were -softer than ofl, yet they were
dravwn - swords.”" Again; like Satany. men
are eagey iﬁ?’i’émtgt’iﬁg others to sin 3 ‘pot con-
tent to. damn - themselves, they employ all
their arts and influencé to draw as many as
they can-with them into the same destruction.
Lastly, “in" direct “ opposition to God, and
goodness, in contemptuous -enmity to the
« gospel of his graée;fand = bitter persecuting.
spirit against those-Who "proféss‘ft, Satan him-
self  can -hardly ‘exceed -them. . Hereln, in-
deed, they -are his agents and willing ser-
vants ; and- because the blessed God is bim-
self otit ‘of their reach, they labor to shew
t};eh* despjte to himn in the persons of his peo-
fe. ~ :
P I have drawn but a sketch, a few outlines,
of -the picture of fallen man. To give an
exact copy of him, to charge every feature
‘with its full aggravation of horror,and to paint.
kim gs be is, would be impossible. Enough -
e s .
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has been observed to illustrate the propriety
of the exclamation, ¢ Lord what is man !”’
Perhaps some of my readers may attempt to
deny or extenuate the charge, and may plead
- that T have not been describing mankind, but
some of the most abandoned of the species,
who hardly deserve the, name of men.. But
¥ have already provided against this excep-
tion, It is human nature I describe ; and the..
vilest and the most profligate individuals can-
not sin beyond the power and limits of that
nature-which they possess in common with the
more mild and moderate. Though there
may be a difference in the fruitfulness of trees,
yet the production of one apple decides the
nature of the tree upon. which it grew as
certainly as if it had produced a thousand :~
so inthe present case, should it be allowed
that these enormities cannot be found in alf °
persons,{it would be a sufficient confirmation
of what I have advanced, if they can be
found in any; unless it could be proved, that
those who appeared more wicked than others.
were of a different species from the rest. But
1 need 'not make this concession, they must
be insensible indeed who do not feel some-
thing within them:so very contrary to our
common mnotions of goodness, as would
perhaps make them rather submit to be.
banished from human society, than to be com-
pelled bona fide to disclose to their fellow-
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creature every thought and desire which

. ”intheh' heaﬂs-* L s e #

.

i Many . useful reflections - may be “drawn

“from this unpleasing subject. ~We cantiot at

present conceive How much® we ‘owe to " the
-guardian'care of Divine Providence; that any
‘of us are preserved in peace and safety for a

- single rday i 'sach 4 worldvas- this. Libe

where we will,“we have these near us,*who,
-Bothiby nature “and the power whick Satan

has over them are capable of the most-atro-

ciolis critnes. “But he whom they kfiow not
restrains “them so ‘that “they cannot do the
“things ‘that they would. " When he- suspends
“the restraint, they act immediately; then we
hear of murders, rapes and outrages. But did
not the Lord reign with a strohg hand, such
evils would: b perpetrated every hour, and
no one would be safe in ‘the house or in the
field. "His ordinance of civil government is
one great means of preserving the peace of
society’s but this is in many cases inadequate.
The heart of man when fully bent upon evil,
will not be intimidated or stopt by gibbets
and racks. ‘ !
~How wonderful is the love of God in giv-
-ing his son to die for such wretches! And how
.strong and absolute is the necessity of a new

- birthy if ste.would be but happy ! Can beasts

. and dévils inherit the kingdom of God 't The
duge consideration of this subject is likewise
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needful to preserve believers in an humble,
thankful, watchful frame of spirit.. Such
we once were, and such, with respect to the
‘natural principle remaining in_us, which the .
apostle calls the flesh, or the old man, we still

are. The propensities of fallen nature are

not eradicated in the children of God, though

by grace they are made partakers of a new

principle, which enables them in the Lord’s

strength, to resistand mortify the body of sin,

so that it cannot reign in them, Yet they

are liable to sad surprisals; and the histories of

Aaron, David, Solomon, and Peter, are left
_on record, to teach us what evil is latent in

the hearts of the best mew, and what they

are capable of doing if left but a little to

themselves. ¢ Lord what is man !~

I am, &c.

(2) On Mon in his Fallen State. .
Lord what is Man !
Dear Sir, ‘ ‘
THE nature of fallen man agrees to the
A description the apostle has given us of
bis boasted wisdom: it is-earthly, sensusl,

devilish. I have attempted some general des
ylineation of it in the preceding letter; but
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_the héight of -its mialignity cannot be proper-
Yy estimated,” ‘vnless we'tontider ifs detings
“Sith'respect to-thie Tight of the gospel. * The
“Jews were extremely wicked at”the time of
“our Lord’s appeardnce upon earth:  Yet he
said of -them, "¢ If I had not come and spo-

* “%ken to them, they had not had sin;” that
is, ‘as ‘thé ‘light-and “power of his ministry
“deprived them of all excusé for continuing in
‘ ‘it ‘proved the oteasion of shewing their
: dnéss-in"the most afgravatéd manner ;
- *and “all their other sins'weré'but faint proofs
. 'of the true state of their hearts," if compared
“with the discovery théy made of themselves
"by théir 'pertinacious” opposition to him. In
this sense,” what the ‘apostle has observed of
“the law of Moses, may be applied to the gos-

‘pel of. Christ ¢ it entered that sin might a-
“bound. “If we would estimate the utmost ex-
ertions of human depravity, and-the strongest
“effects it'is capable ‘of producing, we must
-sélect our instantes from the conduct of those
to whom the' gospel is kiowr. -The Indians
‘who roast their enemies alive, ‘give sufficient
p!‘d(f)f “that man=is  darbarois to bis own kind ;

. which may likewise be demonstrated without
going so far” from home; but the preaching

of the gospel discovers, the enmity of the heart
“against God, in ways' and degrees, of which

~ ~unenlightened savages ‘and heathens .are not

~“¢apable of, 7 o . o
o 52

. '
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- By the gospel, I now mean not merely
the doctrine of salvation, as it liesin the holy
‘scripture, but that public and guthoritive dis-
pensation of this doctrine which the Lord Jesus .
Christ has committed to his true ministers ;
who having been themselves, by the power of
his grace, bronght out of darkness into mar-
vellous light are by his Holy Spirit qualihed
and 'sent forth to declare to their fellow §in-
ners, what they have seen, and felt, and tasted,
of the word of life. 'Their commission is, -to
exalt the Lord alcne, to stain the pride of all
human glory. : L

. They are to set forth the evil and demerit
of sin, the strictness, spirituality, and sanction
of the law of God, the total apostacy of man-
kind; and from these premises to. demon-
strate the utter impossibility of "2 sinner’s
escaping condemnation by any works or en-
deavors of his own; and then to proclaim
a full and free salvation from sin and wrath,
by faith in the name, blood, obedience, and
mediation of God manifest in the flesh ; tg-
gether with a denunciation of eternal misery
to all who shall finally reject the testimony
which God has given of his Son. Though -
these several branches of the will of God re-
specting sinners, and other truths in connec-
tion with them, are plainly revealed and re-
peatedly inculcated in the Bible ; and though
the Bible is te be found in almost every heuse,

-
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. yet we see, in fact, it is as a sealed book, lintle -
read, little understood, and therefore but lit-
te regarded, except if laces “whic
--the Lord is pl‘e’ase'éi to favor with ministers
who canconfirm them from their own expe-’
" rience, and who, by & sense of his constrain-
ing love, ‘and the worth of souls, ‘are animaZ
ted to ‘maket ful discharge of their
ministrythe one gregt business of their lives ¢
who aim not to possess the wealth, but to pro-
mote the welfare of their hearers; are eqmally
regardless - of the frowns or smiles of the
world 3 ‘and count not’ their lives dear,sp -
that they may be wise and sticcessful in win-
ning soulé to Chist. = ~° © -

When the gospel in this sense of the word,
first comes t6 a place, though the people are
oing on ip sin they may be said to sin igno-
rantly ; they have not. yer been warned of
their danger. ‘Some are drinking down ini-
quity like water ; ~others more” soberly bu-
rying themselves in ¢ares of Business of the
world ; others find a littlé time for what they
call religious duties, which they persevete in,
theugh they' are uttet strangers to the nature
or the pleasure of spiritual worship partly, as
thereby they think to bargain with God, and
to make amends for such sins as they do not
chuse to relinquish ; and partly because it gra-
‘tifies their pride; and afgords them (@s’g;a o
think } some-ground for s‘ayfng, «“God, I than!
thee I amunot as other mén.’””  The preached
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“gospel declares the vanity and danger of these
several ways which sinners ¢huse to walk in.
" Tt declares, and demonstrates, that different
as they appear from each other, they are e-
qually remote from the path of safety and
peace,. and ‘all tend to the same point the de-
“struction 'of ‘those who persist in them. ~ At
the same time it provides agains. that despair
into which men would be otherwise plunged,
when convinced of their sins by revealing the
immense love of God, the glory and grace
of Christ, and inviting all to come to him, that
they may obtain pardon, life and happiness.
In a word, it shews the pit of hell under
- maen’s. feet, and opens the gate and points
out the Wway to heaven. Let us now briefly
observe the effects it produces in"those who
do not réceive it as the power of God unto
salvation. These effects are various, 2as tem-
pers and cirqumstances vary,’ but they may
all lead us to adopt the Psalmist’s exclamation,
¢ Lord what is man 1’7
Many who have heard the gospel once or
a few times, will hear it no more ; it awakens
their scorn, their hatred and rage. They
pour contempt upon the wisdom of God, des-
pise his goodness, defy his power; and their
very looks express the spirit of the rebellious
Jews, who told the propliet Jeremiah to his
face, “ As to the word which thou hast ‘spo-
ken to us in the name of the Lord, we will

*
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not hearken to'thee. at. all®  The ministers
wha preach if, are accounted men that turn
-the world-upside down ; and the people:who
receive.it, fools or hypocrites. The word of -
the Lord is a burden to them, and they hate_
-it with a perfect hatred. How strongly is
the disposition of the natyral-heart manifested,
by the confusion which often  takes place: m
families, where the Lord is pledsed to awak-
en one or two in a house, while the rest re.
matn in their sins!. To proféss, or éven to be
suspected ‘of an attachment to, the gosgiel of
Christ, is frequently considered and treated as
the worst of crimes, sufficient to -cancel the
strongestobligations of relation or frigndship,
‘Parents, upon-such a provocation, will  hate
" their children, and children ridicule their pa-
rents : many, find, ‘agieeable to: our Lord’s
declaration, that from the time a:senbe of his
love engaged their hearts o love him again,
their worst foes have been those of théir own
houshold ; and -that: they who- expressed the «
greatest love or tenderness for them béfore
their coniversion, can now ‘hardly bear to e
~The bulk of a people will perhaps continue
10 hear, at least now and then ; and to those
who do, the spirit of God usually, at one
time or other, bears testimony to the truth:
their consciences are struck, and for a seasén
they belteve and tremble. - But what is the



i NS T T Ay e PRS-

g14 APPENDIX.

consequence? No man who has taken poison
- seeks more earnestly or speedily for an anti-
dote, than those do for something to stifle and
smother their convictions.- They runto com-
pany, to drink, to any thing;: for relief against
thé unwelcome intrusion of sérjous thoughts ;
-and “when they succeed and recover their
former indifference, they rejoice as if they
had escaped from great danger. The next
step, is to ridicule their own convictions ; and
* next to that, if they see any of their acquaint-
ance under the same impressions, to use every
art, and strain very nerve, that they may
render them as obstinate as themselves. For
this »p}rp‘oss they watch as a fowler for the
hird, fldatter or revile, tempt or-threaten, and
if they can prevail, and "are the occasion of
+hardening any of their sins, they rejoice and
triumph, as if they accounted it their interest
and their glory to ruin the souls of their fel-
low ereatures. : :
' By frequent hearing they receive? more
light. * They are compelled to know, whether
they will or not, that the wrath of God hangs
over the children of disobedience. . They
carry a sting in their consciences and at times
feel themselves most. miserable, and cannot
but wish they had never been born,: or that
they had been dogs or toads rather than ra-
tiorial creatures, -~ Yet they harden theinselves
still’ more, They affect to be happy and at
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ease, .and force themselves to wear a smile
when dnguish preys upon their hearts.  They
‘blaspheme the way bf truth, ‘watch for ‘the-
faults of professors, -and with' a malicious joy
publish and aggravate them. They see pere
haps how the wicked die, but are siot alarmed;
they see the righteous die, but are not mov-.
ed. ' Neither “providénces  mot, ordinances,
mercies nor ' judgments, can stop.them'; for
they dre determined to go on and perish with
their eyes, open, rather than submit to"the
gospel. o

But they do not always openly reject the
gospel truths. Some who profess to approve
and receive: them, do. thereby discover the
evtils of the heart of man, if possible, in a
yet stronger light. They make Christ the
minister of sin, and turn his grace into licen-
tiousriess.. Like " Judas, they say, ~Haik.
Master, and betray him. ~This is the high-
est pitch of iniquity. ~They pervert. all the
doctrines of the gospel. From election they
draw an excuse for continuing in their evil
ways; and contend for salvation without
works, “because . 'they love mot obedience.
They extol the righteousness of Christ, but
hold it in opposition to personal holiness. In
a word; because they hear that God is good,
they ' determine to persist in evil. * ¢ Lord
what is man!” E
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-Thus wilful and impenitent sinners go on
from bad to worse, deceiving and being de- .
ctived. The word which they despise be~
comes to them a favor of death unto death.
They take different courses, but all are tra-
velling down to the pit; and; unless sovereign
merey -interpose, will soon sink to rise ‘no
more. The final event is usually twofold.
Many, aftér they have been more or less
shaken by the word, settle in formality. If
hearing would supply the place of faith, love,
and obedience, they would do well; but by,
degrees they become sermon proof : the truths
which onge struck them lose their power by
being often heard ; and thus multitudes live
and die-in darkness, though the light has long
shone around them. Others are more openly

iven up to a reprobate mind. Contempt of
the gospel makes Infidels, Deists, and Athe-
ists. They are filled with a spirit of delusion
to believe a lie. These are scoffers walking
after their own lusts ; for where the principles
of religion are given up, the conduct will be
vile and abominable. Such persons sport
themselves with their own deceivings, and
strongly prove the truth of the gospel while
they dispute against it. We often find that
people of this cast have formerly been the
subjects of trong convictions ; but when the
evil spirit has seemed to depart for a season,
and returns again, the last state of that person
is worse than the first. »
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~Ts it not-possiblé"that some of my readers
. ridy ‘nieet with thielr: own® charactérs under
one or other of - the views I bave given of the
desperate  wickedness of the heart, in itsset- -
ings against the truth? May the spirit of
God constrain then to vead “with atténtion !

Your ca | st T would hope
ot uttely’ despérate. - Jesus is -mighty 1o

- save grack “tan’ pardor” the most ag.
gravated ‘offences; and - sdbdue the imost'in<

veterate habits of sin.: The gospel you hive -
Hitherto slighted;# resisted, or opposed, is
still the power of God wmto salvation. -The
blood of Jesuswpon which you have hitherto
trampled, speaks better things than thé blod
of Abel, and is of virtue to cleanse those
whose sins are as scarlet and crimsony and to
- makesthemn white'as snow.’ A5 yet you are
spared § but it is-High time to stop; to throw
down “your urms of rebellion, and humble
yourselves at his feet. If you do, you may
yet escape. - But if not; know assaredly that
wrath:is coming upon you to the uttermost s
and you will shortly find, to your unspeak-
able dismay,  that ‘it is a fearful thing to fall
into the hands of the living Cod, '

T T'am, &e. e
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. To a gay friend, on /n's‘ recovery from illness.

B

Dear Sir, < o
: I SUPPOSE you will receive many-congra-

tulations on your recovery from your late
dangerous illness ; most of them perhaps more
sprightly and better turned, but none, I per- °
suade myself, more sincere and affectionate .
. than mine, I beg you would prepare your-
self by this good opinion of me, before you
read further; and let the reality of my regard
excuse what you may dislike in my manner
of expressing it. ;
When a person is returned from a donbt-
ful, distant voyage, we are naturally led to en-
quire into the incidents he has met with, and
the discoveries he has made. Indulge me in
a curiosity of this kind especially as my affec.
tions give me an interest.and concern in the
event. You have been, my friend upon the
_brink, on the very edgeof an eternal state : but
God has restored you back to the world again.
Did you meet with, or have you brought
back. nothing new ? Did nothing occur to-
stop or turn your usual train of thought?
Were your apprehensions of invisible things
exactly the same in the height of your disor-
der, when you were cut off from the world
and all its engagements, as when you were,
%
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in perfect bealth,"and i the highest. enjoy-
‘ment of your 6wn inclinations ! If you an-
~swer me, ¢ Yes, all things are just the sameas
% formerly, the difference between sicknessand
~ “ health only excepted ™ I am at a loss how
to reply ; Ican only sigh and wonder; sigh,
-that it should be thas with any, that it should
be thus “with you whom I.dearly love ; and -
‘eosndler, since this inhappy case, Strange as it
‘séenis in ode view, i¥yet so frequent; why it
‘wias not thus always with myself ; for long
and oftén it was - just so. Many 2 time, when
. sickness has brought me, as we say, to death’s
‘door, I was as easy ‘and insengible as the sai-
lor, who, in the height of’ a storm, should
presiime to. sleep on the top of the mast,
quite regardless that the next tossing wave
‘might plurige him into the ragin§ ocean, be-
yond all possibilicy of relief.  But.at length
a day camé, which, thougl the most terrible
day I ever saw, I can look back upon
‘with . thankfuluess and pleasure : I say, the
time camé, when in such a helpléss extremity,
and under the expectation of immediate death,
I tpleased God to command the veil from . my
‘eyes, and I saw -thingsin some measure as
they really were.. Imagine with yourself, a
person trembling upon the point of a dreadful
precipice, a powerful and inexcrable enemy
eager ‘to push him down, and an assemblage
of all that is horrible waiting atthe bottom for
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i ’
his fall 3 even this will give you but 2 fant
representation of the state of my mind at that
time. DBelieve me, it was not 2 whim or a
dream, which changed my sentiments and
conduct, but a powerful conviction which
will not-admit the least doubt ; an evidence
which,’ like that T have of my own existence,
I cannot . call in question without contradict«
ing all my senses. And though my case was
.in some respects uncommon, yvet something
like it is known by one and another every day:
and I have myself conversed with many, who
after a course of years spent in defending De-
istical principles, or indulging libertine prac-
tices, when they have thought themselves
confirmed in their schemes by the full assent
of what they then deemed impartial rea-
son, have been like me brought to glory in the
cross of Christ, and to live by that faith which
they had before slighted and opposed. By
these instances, I know that nothing is too
hard for the Almighty. The same power
which humbléd me, can undoubtedly bring
down the most' haughty infidel upon earth.
And as I likewise knew, that, to shew his

ower, he is often pleased to make use of weak
mstruments. I am encouraged, notwithstand-
ing the apparent difficulty of succeeding, to
warn those over whom friendship or affection
gives me any influence, of the evil and the
danger of a cottrse of life formed upon the
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prevailing maxims of the world. ,Sp far as I
neglect this, I'am unfaithful in my profes-
sions both to God dnd man. o

1 shall not at present trouble you in an ar-.
gumentative way. If by dint of reasoning I
could -effect some change in youir notions, my
arguments, unless applied by a superior pow-
er, would still. leave your heart unchanged
or untotiched, © A man may. give his as-
senit to-«he gospel, and be able to defend it
against others, and yet not have his own spirit
influenced by it. This thought I shallleave
with you, that if your scheme benottrieto a
demonstration, it must necessarily be false ;
for theissue is too important to make a doubt
on’'the dangerous side tolerable. If the Chris.
tian could be possibly mistaken, ke is still up-
on equal terms with those who pronounce him
t6 be so¢ but if the Deist be wrong, (that is
if we ate in theright,).the consequence to
him, must be nnavoidable and intolerable.
This, you will say, is a trite argument ; I own
it, but, beatenas it is, it will never be worn
out or answered. | o

‘Permit me to remind you that the points
in debate between us are already settled in
themselves, and that our talking cannot alter
or affect the nature of things; for they will
be as they are, whatever apprehensions we
may form of them; and remerhber likewise,

o L

T 2
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that wﬁ must all, each one for himself, expe-
tience/on which szde the truth lies. I used a
" wrong word when I spoke of your recovery ;
my dear friend look upon it only as a reprieve;
for you carry the sentence of death about
with you still; and unless you should be
cut off (which’ God in his mercy forbid 1) by
a /sudden stroke, you will as surely lie upon
a’death-bed as you have been now raised from
a bed of sickness. And remember likewise,
/ (how can I bear to writeit!) that, should
/ you neglect my admonitions, they will, not-
w:thtandmg, have an effect -upon you, tho’
not such an effect as I could wish. They will
render you more inexcusable. I have - deli-
vered my own soul by faithfully warning you :
;but if you will not examine the matter with
that seffousness it calls for ; if you will not
look up to God, the former of your body,
and the preserver of your spirit, for direction
and assistance how to please him : if you will
have your reading and conversation only on
one side of the question ; if you determine to
let afflictions and dangers, mercies and deliver-
ances,all pass without reflections and improve-
ment ; if you wiil spend your life as though
you thou; ht you were sent into the world on-
ly to eat, sleep, and play, and after a course of

" years, to be extinguished like the snuff of acan-
. dle ;=—Why, then, you must abide the con-
gequences. But assuredly, seoner or later,

e . R S et 33 - e s
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God will meet you. - My hearty, daily pray-
~ er.is, that it may bein a way of mercy, and
‘that’ you may be added to the number. of
the trophigs of his invincible grace.
S I am, &c. :

! I

Lhat tme Religion. is rtate.r.rary, in_order to the
_best enjoymens of the pleasures of the present

lfﬁ’ ‘ B

TO A GAY FRIEND.

,
Deﬂ Sits

HOUGH I truly love you, and have

|, ndreason todoubt of the reality of your

. friendship fo me, yet I cabnof but apprehend
that notwithistanding our mutual regard, and
my frequent attempts to be witty (if I could)
for your diversion, there is a something in
most of my letters ( which I cannot, dare not
wholly suppress) that disgusts and wearies
you, and makes you less inclined to keep up
a frequent intercourse, thad you would other-
wise be.  Rather than lose you quite, I will
in general spare youas much as I can; but
at present you must bear with me, and allow
me full scope. You have given me a chal-

\

¥ i
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lenges; which I know not how to pass over :
and since you so far justify my preaching as
to condescend to preach (in younr way) your-
_ self,. permit me for this time to preach again,
and to take some passages in your letter for
my text. o e ¢
In the present debate I will accept your
compliment, and suppose myself to be, as you
say, 2 man of sense. You allow, then, that
all the sense is not -on your side. ‘This in-
deed you cannot deny ; for whatever becomes
of me, it is needless tp tell you, that Hale,
Boyle, and other great names I could men-
tion, were men of as great penetration and
judgritent, had as good opportunities, and
took as much pains to be informed of the truth
as any of the advocates for infidelity can
Sretend to. And you cannot with any mo-,
esty or consistence absolutely determine,
that they had not as good grounds for think-
ing tHemselves right, as you can have for
concluding they were wrong. - (
But declining the advantage of human
authority, I am content the point should rest
between you and me. Andhere I beg you
to observe, that I have one evident advantage
over you in judging, namely, that I have ex-
perienced the good and evil on #ozh sides, and
you only on one. If you were to send me an
mventory of your pleasures, how charmingly
your time rums on,and how dexterously it is
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divided botwken the coffeediguse, play:house,
the ‘cardstable,. and tavern, with - intervals of
balls, concerts, &e: I could answer, that maost
of these 1 have tried and tned.again, and
know the utmost they ean yield, and have
seen enough. of ;the rest, moast - heariily “to
despise them afls. - Seuting” zeligion entirely
ous. of . the guestion; I profess:] had rather-be
a worm o crawl upon the groundy than to
bear the name of Max upon the poor terms
of whiling away my life in-aninsipid réond
of sych insignificant and unmanly. trifles. - 1
will return yoyr own .expression—I believe
you to be a. person of sense, butalas! how
do - you. prostitute your talents and capacity ;
how far do you act below yourself, if you
know no higher purpose of life than these
childigh: dissipations, together with . the more
serious-business of rising early and sitting up
late, to amass money, that you may be aBle to
enlarge. your .expences. I am sure, while 1
lived in. these things, I found them unsatis-
fying and empty tothe last degree; and the
only advantage they afforded {miserable are
they who are forced to deemit an advantage)
was, ‘that they often  relieved me from the
trouble and burden of thinking: - Ifyou have"
any other pleasures than these, they are such
~ as must be evil and inconvenient even-upon
your own -plan ; and therefore my friendship
will not allow me to bring them into the
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aecount. - I am willing to hope you do not
stoop still lower in *pursuit of satisfaction.
Thus. far we stand upon even ground. You
*know all that a life ofpleasyire can give, and
- Lknowitlikewise, © = -« . -7 ‘
- Onthe other hand; if I should attempt to
explain to you the source and streams of “my
best pleasures, such as comfortable assurance
of the pardon of my sins, an habitual come
munion with the God who made heaven and
earth, a calm reliance on the Divine Provi-
dence, the cheering prospect of a begter life in
a betcer world, with the pleasing foretastes of
heaven in my own soul ; should T, or could 1,
tell you. the pleasure I often find in reading
the scripture; in the -exerciserof prayer, and
in that sort of preaching and conversation
which you despise; I doubt not but you
would think as meanly of my happiness ad I
do of your’s. But here lies the difference,
my dear friend, you condernn that which you
have never tried. You know no more of
these things than a blind man does of colors ;
and notwithstanding all your flourishes, I defy
you to be at all times able to satisfy yourself,
“that things may not possibly be as I have re.
presented them. , )
Besides, what do I lose upon my plan,
that should make me so worthy of your pity?
Have you a quicker relish in the prudent -use
of temporal contforts! Do you think I do
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uot ¢at my. food . with as much pleasure as
you can.do, though perhaps. with less cost and
variety ? Is your sleep sounder than. ‘mine?
Hayve not I as much satisfaction in social life 2+
Tt is true, to join much with the gay fluttering
- tribe, who spend their days in laugh and
sing-song.is equally contrary to my duty and
inclinatign.. :But I .have. friends. .and ac-
quaintance as well as- you. . Among the
many. who favor me with their esteem and
friendship, there are some who are pérsons of
sense; learning, wit, and (what perhaps may
weigh as much with-yon) of fortune an& dis-
tinctioni. - And if you should say, ¢ Aye,
‘but they are all enthusiasts like yourself,” you
would say nothing to the purpose ; since upon
your maxim, thdt ¢ happiness is according to
opinion,” it cannot be an objection, but
the’ contrary, to bave my acquaintance to-my
own taste. Thus much for the brighter side
of your situation 5 or let me add one thing
more, I know you have thoughts of mar--
riage : do you think if you should enter info
this_ relation, your. principles, are calculated
to make you.more happy in it than Iam?
~ Yon are well acquainted with our family life.
Do you propose to know more. of the peace
and heart-felt . joy of domestic union thah I
have known, and. continue to know, to this
hour ? I wish you may equal us; and if you
do, we shall still be asbefore, but upon even

s
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ound. I need not turn a Deist to enjoy
the best and the most that this' life can
afford.

But I need not tell you that the' present
life is not made up of pleasurable in¢idents
only. Pain, sickness, losses, dxsappamtments,
injuries; and”affronts with men; will more-or
less, at.one time or other, be our lot. "And

can you bear these trials better than I? You
will not pretend to it. ' Let me ‘appeal to

yourself : How often do you toss and disgniet
yourself like a'wild bull in a net, when things
cross your expectations? As your tHoughts
are more engrossed with what you ‘'see, you
must ‘be more keenly sensible of what you
feel.. You- ¢annot view  these trials as ap-.
pointed by a wise and" heavenly Father in
subservience to your good ; you cannot taste
the sweetness of his promises, nor feél the
sécret supports of his strength, in an hour of
afffiction ; you cannot so cast yourburden and
care upon him, as to find a sensible relief to
your spirit thereby ; nor can you see his hand
engaged and employed in effecting your deli-
verance. - Of these thmgs you know no more
than of the art of flying; but I seriously
assure you, and I believe my testimony will
go farther with you than my judgment, that
they are realities, und that I have found them
to be so. When my worldly conceriis have
been most thornr and discouraging, I have
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once and again felt ‘the most of that peace
which the world can neither give ner take
away. However, I may state the case :still
lower. You do pretty well among your
friends ; but how do you like being alone ?
Would you not give something for that happy
secret, which could enable you to pass a rainy
day pleasantly,. without the assistance of busi-
néss, company, or amusement » Would' it not
mortify you greatly to travel for a week in an
unfrequented road, where you should meet
with no lively ‘incidents to recruit  and raise
your spirits ? Alas! what a poor scheme of
pleasure is yours, that will not support an in-
terval of reflection '

What you have heard is true; I have a
few friends who meet at my house oncea'
fortnight, and we spend an hour or two in
worshipping the God who made us. And can
thismove your indignation, or your compas-
sion? Does it shew a’ much nobler spirit, a’
more refined way of thinking, to live alto-

ether without God in the world ? If I
iept a card-assembly at those times, it would
not displease you. How can you as a per-
son of sense, avoid being shocked at your
own unhappy prejudice? But I remember
how it “was once with myself; and forbear to
wonder. May he who has opened my eyes,
open yours. He only cando it. I do not
expect to convince you by any thing 1 cam

u



230 -APPENDIX.

say as of myself; but if he be pleased to
make use of me as his instrument, then you
will be convinced. How should I then re-
-joice ! I'should rejoice to be useful to any one,
but especially to you, whom I dearly love.
May God shew you your true self, and your
true state ; then you will attentively listen-to
what you disdain to hear of,-his goodness in
providing redemption and pardon for the chief
of. sinners, through him who died upon the
cross for sins not his own. Keep this letter
by you at my request; and when you write
tell me that you received it in good part ;
and that you still believe me to be, &e¢.
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No. I.

‘ ‘] HEN the mind is regenerated, and
: a new heart given, divine things will
appear in a new light ; and the heart will ex-
-excise itself in quite a new manner. The first
thing that now presents itself to the mind, is
the omnipresent the glorious God, the sum
of -all peing and excellence. "Now the heart
sees and feels that thereisa God, with a con-
vickion and assurance that it never had before ;
and is entertained and fixed in a calm, sweet
view, and sense of greatness, majesty, wis-
dom, goodness, excellence, glory, with which
it'is captivated and charmed. Now the per-
son finds himself surrounded with Diety, and
sees God manifesting himself every where,
and in every thing. The sun, moon, and
stars ; the clouds, the mountains, the trees,
the ﬁelds, the grass; and every creature and
thing, conspire in silent, yet clear, powerful,

and striking language, to declare to him the
being, per?ecnons and glory of God. Now
he sees he never before really believed there
was aGod. He never had any idea and sense
of sucha being before, nor received the abun-
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dant and all-convincing evidence of lus being
and perfections.

In this view he sinks into nothing, as it
were, before this great and glorious being ;
and his heart is filled with a sense of the glo-
rious greatness and excellence of God, and
his infinite worthiness to be loved, obeyed,.
and honored. by all intelligent creatures.—
Now, therefore, he sees the reasonableness
and excellence of that law which requires all
to love him with all their hearts : so the di-
vine law comes into view, in all its justice,
goodness and glory. His heart approves of
1t as most worthy to be maintained and gonor-
ed, while it requires perfect, persevering love
and obedience, on pain of eternal damnation.
He therefore now sees the infinite evil of
sin: its infinite odiousness and iil desert:
and in this view, sees his own sinfulness
and vileness, and sinks down, as it were, in<
finitely low, in a sense of his own infinite
odiousness and guilt ; and hates, judges, and
condemns himself ; heartily acknowledging'
the justice of his condemnation, feeling him-
self most righteously cast off forever, into
eternal * misery : and therefore in himself,
wholly lost, and infinitely miserable.

And when he sees what he has done, how
he has broken and dishonored the divine
law ; and despised and contemned God, and
rampled on his most sacred authority ; how
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“infinitely unreasonable, and:injurious o the
divine character he has been, he desires:. and
wishes with all; his heart that the mighty
breach could be madeup, and theinjury repair-
" ed and removed ; that the blot he has cast.on
theiglorious character of God might be wiped
off, and full recompence and atonement made:
and, he has not- the ‘least wish that he might
" be:pardoned and obtained :the favor, of God
in any other way. And he immediately sees
and feels that he is infinitely far from any: pos-
sibility of doing this himself ; that he isinfi-
nitely in debt, and has nothing to pay ; has ne-
thing bpt infinite’vileiess, unworthiness .arid
guilt to offer, which can-only pull down di-
¥ine vengeance on his head ; that his repen-
tance, however. sincere, can do nothing to-
wards making up the breach, or in the least
degree atone for the least sin... He is; there-
fore, far from any disposition or thought, to
attempt to offer. any thing of his own, by
- which he might obtain.the forgiveness of - his
sins, and the favor of God, which now ap-
pears infinitely important-and desirable. Thus
the law comes, sin revives, and he dies.

And now he is prepared to receive the
good news reported in. the gospel, - ¢ Behold
the Lamb of . God which taketh away the sins
of the ‘world !, This is good tidings of
great joy. Behold the-son of God, who

‘ ‘ v 2 '
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is equal with God, and is God, who himself
made the world, is become a man ; has been
t the world, and by his own obedience and
sufferings unto death, has made full repara-
tion and atonement for sin; is risen from the
dead, and exalted to the right hand of the
Majesty on high, to give repentance and re-

. mission of sins; and is ready to pardon and.
save allthat come unto him, to which all, even
the mhost guilty and vile, are freely invited !
Now the light of the knowledge of the glory
of God in the face of Jesus Christ shines in
his heart, and the character of the Mediator
appears to him in all its fulness and glory :
and the way of salvation by Christ appears
wise, excellent, and glorious, and pleases, re-
joices, and charms his heart. And in.a sense
of his own infinite unworthiness, vileness, and
guilt, heputs his whole trust in him for par-
don and salvation, deliverance from the guilt
and power and pollution of sin, ¢ desiring to
be found in hlm, not having his own righte-
ousnes, which is of the law, but that which
is through the faith of Christ, the rlghteous-
ness which is of God by faith.”

And while he attends to the dxgmty and
excellence of Christ’s person, and sees what
he has doné and suffered to obey and ho»
nor the divine law, and make atonemeant for
sin, and sees, and tastes the wonderfulamazing
goodness of God and the Redeemer, exer-
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S R,
cised and manifested inthis redemption, his
sensedof - the worthiness of the law of ‘God.
and the infinte vileness of sin, rises higher and’
higher; and- his heart is more and more
warmed with love to God and the ‘Redeemer,
and filled with hatred and abhorrence of sin ¥
and. is especially brBkén in repentance and
self-abhorrence; ina sense.of his dmazing’in- -
gratitude and vileness in-neglecting and op~
posing this way of salvation, and slighting and
rejecting such a Saviour, .~ B

~And now with all his heart he renounces
the ways of sin, and with pleasure and strength
of soul giveshimself up to: God through Jesus
Christ toserve and obey him forever : feeling
it to be the happiest thing iy the world, the
greagest privilege he . caw. imagine, to be
wholly devoted to. God -in all ‘the ways of
strict and pure religion and holy obedience. -

In ‘these views and exercises. of heart,
.active conversion from sin to God does. con-
sist. _‘And all this is implied in faith in Jesus
Christ, or receiving him, and believing on- his
name. And every one in whose mind these
things do not take place, in the sum and -sub- -
stance of them, is not converted or born of
God:. "Though I pretend not to say that
‘the views and exercises of every one that is
converted, do sensibly take place exactly-in
the order and connection™in which T have
now placed them, so that every true convert

t
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shall be able to recollect that these things:
passed in his mind just so, and, in this dgrder
from step to step: yet he must be sensible
that all this has taken place in his heart and
abides with him. - And. it -may be demon-
strated that they -do in facs take place in‘this
connection and order, and that there is no
other - possible way : though all may be so
much at once, if I may sospeak, and the.ex-
ercises of the mind may be so quick, as not
to be attended with any consciousness of
their being in this particular arrangement.

But to proceed,

‘The person of whom Tam <peakmg is now
becomne a truly humble person, in a sensz of his
own meanress; vileness, and infinite unwor-
thiness and guilt, and his absolute dependance
on God for strength and righteousness. This
lays him low before God, and he is disposed
to walk humbly with him, working out his
own salvation with fear and irembling, i. e. in
a sense of his own nothingness, weakness, and
msufficiency with respect to any good thmgs,
ind. his perfect, continual, and as it were, m-
inite dependance on God, who alone work-
sth in him to will and to do. And as he
1as 2 more full, clear and constant view and
ense of his own amazing vileness and misery
han he can have of others, he is naturally
lisposed, in lowliness of mind, to perfer others
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to himself, and Tead a meek and humble con-
duct and behavior among men. S

"And he has now a new view and sense of
the truth, divinity, excellence; and sweetness
of the word of God, and he delights in the
holy scriptures, and is disposed to meditate
therein day and :night.,’. Théy are more pre-
cious to him than much fine gold, and sweeter
than the honey and the honey comb, - He
now becomes a devout and zealous ‘wor-
shipper' of God. With pleasure, he daily
enters into his closet, and prays to, and praises
him who sees in secret; and would not be
deprived of this privilege for all the kingdoms
in the world.  He loves to join with chris-
tians in social prayer and religious conversa-
tion. . And his feet run with constancy and
eagerness - to the place of public worship,
where he devoutly joins in prayer and praise ;
and, with great attention, hears the word
preached, receives instruction, and is quick-
ened thereby. . :

And as hehas given himself up to God
sincerely and without reserve, he is from
hence naturally led to desire to do it publicly,

. by espousing the cause of God, and appearing
- on his side, as a disciple and follower of
" Christ before the world, by a public profes-

sion of “religion.. And it appears to him to
be a great privilege to be among the number
of Gad’s: visible people, to be united with
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them, and have the advantage of their chris-
tian watch and care. And without delay he
joins with them, and attends on all Christ’s
holy institutions. ) .
- And in this change he becomes a friend to
mankind, and his heurt is filled with love to
them. This effectually, and at once, cures
him of all the ways of deceit, injustice, and
injuriousness in his concerns and dealings with
his neighbor, of which the world is so full,
and which are so common among professing.
" christians. And he is immediately possessed
with that harmlessness, honesty, sincerity,
truth, integrity, and faithfulness of heart,
which is peculiar to a true christian. And
he is not only just and upright ; but hig heart
is full of goodness, kind affection, tenderness,
and mercy, which prompts him to do good to
all as he has opportunity ; especially to seek
and promote, in ail the ways he can, the wel-
fare of their souls in their eternal salvation.

In a word, he heartily devotes himself to
the service of God and his fellow men, as
his whole and .only business.. And to this:
end is faithful and diligent in his own proper
station and calling ; * not slothful in business,
but fervent in spirit; serving the Lord.”
And in these things he perseveres and makes
progress to the end of life ; for conversion is
but the beginning of the same thing which is



- g gy

EXTRACTS, 139

carried.en and makes advance into perfect
holiness. . . S o

This is a short imperfect sketch of the .ttue
convert, the new man, who is born of the
spirit of God.

. EXTRACT.

@ —

No. II.

JOR somé time after T was brought under
F concern for my soul, my heart rose
against the doctrine of election to a high
degree. | 1 was disposed Yo call God a hard
master, and to scruple the equality of his
'ways. But, before I obtained any satisfac-
tion, that I had experienced a change of
heart, I was brought to lay down my arms.
I saw myself so vile as justly to deserve ever-
lasting ruin. And I'saw such fitness in the
character and government of God, such pro-
pricty in his doing what he will with his own,
that T chose to be i his hands, and to refer
the disposal of my future state entirely to his
pleasure. My first comfort arose from a view
of the perfection of God; his sovereign
right to dispose of all creatures; the cercainty

S
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that he would do me no wrong, and that he
would dispose of me, and every other crea.
ture, in that way which should be most for
his own- glory and the general good of his
kingdom. At this time I had n6 apprchen-
sion that my sins-were forgiven. . I continued
some days in this situation, loathing myself,
and wondering at the patience of God, in
keeping me out of hell. My distress was now
exceedingly different from what it had been
in the former part of my concern. . Instead
of being distressed with fears of endless wrath,
my sins were now the burden of my mind.
Not because I had sinned against myself; but
hecause I had sinned against the holy and be-

nevolent God, who does all things well. At
" length, one evening, while I was pouring out
my soul before the Lord ; acknowledging his
righteousness, and lamenting my own ini.
quities ; I had a view of Jesus Christ as the
Tather’s beloved, and one who was mighty to
save, even the chief of sinners. The way of
salvation by him appeared astonishingly glo-
rious, honorable for God, and safe for men.
‘The beauties of holiness, with which his cha-
racter is adorned, appeared lovely in my eyes,
My soul was filled with a mixture of wonder
and delight. And the more I contemplated
upon: this amiable character, the greater my
own vileness appeared. And the more ready
He apneared to save me, the more unworthy
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1 felt myself, of his salvation, Then reflect-
ing upon the temper of my mind, and the dis-
coveries which had been made to. my soul, I
could not but entertain some hopé¢ that my
heart was renewed, my sins pardoned, and

. that, through grace, I should be admitted to
spend eternity” in the ‘enjoyment of ' Christ,
and in celébrating the praises of redeeming
ove, - ‘

In these delightfal hours I thought I could
Tniever more turn- my attention to earthly ab-
jects's ‘and I'almost wished for wings, that I
might fly away and be at rest. But since that
time I have found so much pride in my heart,
and have beén so easily captivated by the al-
lurements of the world, and diverted from
the path of duty, that I have at times been
ready to give'up my hope ‘as vain and delu-
sive. - At other times I find sweet delight in
the service of God, and in contemplating upon
his amiable character and admirable govern-
ment § ahd have such longings of soul for a
perfect dwelling in God, and such a change
tn my mind, asto the objects of my delight
and aversion, that I am almost ready to say
one thing I know, that, whereas I was blind
now I seg. -

-
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No. III.

——

: ' s
S I was walking in" a solitary place, 1~
: A, was brought to see myself lost and help-
less. . And here, in a mournful melancholy
state was attempting to pray ; but found no
‘heart to engage in that, or any other duty;
my former concern, and exercise, and reli-
gious affections were now gone. I thought
the Spirit of God had quite left me; but
still was not distressed ; yet disconsolate, as
if there was niothing in heaven or earth could
make me happy. . And having been thus en-
deavoring .to pray (though being, as 1
thought, very stupid and senseless) for near
half an hour, (and by this time the sun was
about half an hour high, as I remember)
then, as I was walking in a dark thick grove,
unspeakable glory seemed to open to the
view and apprehension of my soul : I do not
mean any external brightness, for T saw no
such thing ; nor do I intend any imagination
" of a body of light, some where away in the
third heavens, or any thing of that nature ;
bat it was a new inward apprehension or view
that I had of God, such as I never had be-
fore, nor any thing which had the least résem-
blarce of it. I stood still, and wondered and



EXTRACTS. - 245

admired ! I knew that T never had seen be-
fore any thing comparable te it for excellency
and beauty; It was widely different from all
the conceptions that ever- I had had of God,
or things'divine. - ‘1 had no particular appre-
hension of any  one. person.in the 'Frinity,
either the Father, the' Son, or the Holy
Ghost ; but it appeared to be divine glory
that I ‘then beheld : And my soul rejoiced
with’ joy 'unspeakable, fto see such a God,
such a glorious divine Being ; and I was in-
wardly : pleased and satisfied, that he should
" be God over all forever and forever. My
soul was so captivated and delighted with the
excellency, loveliness, ‘greatness, and othet
perfections of God, that I was even swallow-
ed up in him ; at least to that degree, that 1
had no- thought (as I.remember) at first,
about my own salvation, and scarce reflected
there was such a creature as myself.
Thus God, I trust brought me to a hearty
* disposition to exalt him, and set him on the
throne, and principally and ultimately to aim
at his honor and glory, as King.of the
Universe. ,
" T continued in this state of inward joy
and peace, yet astonishment, until near dark,
. without any sensible abatement; and then
began to think and examine what I had seen ;
and felt sweetly composed’in my mind all the
eveningfollowing : Ifeltmyself ina new world,
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and every thing about me appeared with a
different aspect from what-it was wont to
do. . :
At this time the way of salvation opened
to me with infinite wisdom, suitaBjeness,
and’ excellency, ¢hat I wondered I should
ever think of any other way of salvation ;
was amazed that I had not dropped my own
contrivances, and complied with this lovely,
blessed, and excellent way before. If I could
have been saved by my own duties, or any
other' way that I had formerly contrived, my
whole soul would now have refused. I won.
dered that all the world did not see and com-
ply with this way of salvation, entirely by the
righteousness of Clirist.

The sweet relish of what I then felt, con-
tinued with me for several days, almost con-
stantly in a greater or less degree: I could
‘not but sweetly rejoice in God, lying down
and rising up.

ralilif—

EXTRACT.
No. IV.

ROM my childhood up, my mind had
been wont to be full of objections
against the doctrite of God’s sovereignty,

Y
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in choosing whom he would to- eternal life,
and ‘rejectmg ~whom he pleased; leaying
* them eterrally to perish, and be everlastingly
tormented m hell. It used to appearlike a
horrible doctrine to me. But I remember
- 'the time very well, when I seemed to be con-
vinced, and fully satisfied, as to this sove-
reignty of God, and his justice in thus eter-
nally disposing of men, according to his
sovereign pleasure. = But. never could give
_an account, how;“or by what means, I was
thus convinced ; notin the least imagining in
the time of it, nor along time after, that
there was any extraordinary influence of God’s
Spirit in it : but only that now I saw further,
and my reason apprehended the justice and
reasonableness, of it. However, my minc
rested in it; and it put an end to all those
cavils. and objections, that had till then abod:
with me, all. the preceding part of my life
and there has been a wonderful alteration it
my mind with respect- to the doctrine. o
God’s sovereignty, from that day to this; s
that I scarce éver have found so much as th
rising of an objection against God’s sove
reignty, in the most absclute sense, in shewin
- mercy to whom he will shew mercy, and hard
ening and eternally damning whom he' wil.
_God’s absolute sovereignty and justice, -wit
respect to salvation and damnation, is wh:
my mind seems to rest assured of, as muc
2x
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A

as of any thing that I see with my eyes; at
least it is so at times, But I have often times
since that first conviction, had quite another
kind of sense of God’s sovereignty than I
had then. Thave often since, not only had
a conviction, but-a defightful ¢onviction,  The
doctrine of God’s sovereignty has very oftén
appeared, an exceeding pleasant, bright and
sweet doctrine to me: and absolute sove-
reignty is what I love to ascribe to God.

EXTRACT.
No. V.

EDWARDS’ RESOLUTIONS.

EING . sensible that I am unable to

do any thing without God’s help, I
do humbly intreat him by his grace, to en-
able me to keep these resolutions, so far as
they are agreeable to his will, for Christ
sake. '

Remember to read over these resolutions once a

aweck. :

1. Resolved, that I will do whatsoever I
‘hink te be mostto God’s glory, and my own
sood, profit, and pleasure, in the whole of
ny duration, without any consideration of the

-~
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time, whether now, or never so many myriads
of ages hence.’ Resolved to do . whatever I
think to be my duty, and most for the good
and advantage of mankind in general.| Re-
solved to do this, whatever difficulties T meet
awith, how many and how great soever.

2, Resolved, to be: cantmually endeavor-
ing to find out:some new. invention and con.
trivance to promote the fore-mentioned things.

. 8. Resolved, never to do any mafmer of
thmg, whether in soul or body, less or. more,
but what tends to the glory of God ;. nor be,
nor suffer it, if I can avoid it.

4, Resolved, never to lose one moment of
time 3 but impfove it in the most profitable
way I possibly can.

5. Resolved, to live with. all my might,
wbzle 1 dolive. :

6.. Resolved, never to do any thing, thch
I should be afraid to do, if it were the last

hour of my life.

7. Resolved, to think much on all occasions
of my own dying, afd of the commen cix-
cumstances which attend death.

8. Resolved, when I think of any theorem
in divinity to be solved, immediately to do
what I can towards solving 1t, if* circum-
stances don’t hinder.

9. Resolved, 4n be endeavoring to find out
fit objects of charity and liberality. -

10. Resolved, ‘never'to do any thing out
of revenge. '
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11. Resolved, never to suffer the least mo-
tions of anger to irrational beings.

12. Resolved, that I will live so as T shall ¢

wish I had done when I come to die.
" 13. Resolved, to-live so at all times, as L
think is best in my devout frames, ‘and when
I have clearest notions of things of ‘the gos-
pel, and another world.

14. Resolved, to maintain the . strictest
temperance in eating and drinking. :

15. Resolved, never to do any thing,
which if I should see in another,: I should
count a just occasion to despise hlm for, or
to think any way the more meanly of
him.

16. Resolved, whenever I do any conspi-
.cuously evil action, to trace it back, till 1.
come to the original cause; and then both
carefully endeavor to do so no more, and to
“fight and pray with all my might against
the original of it.

17. Resolved, to study the scriptures so
steadily, constantly, and frequently, as that I
may find, and plainly perceive myselfto grow
in the knowledge of the same.

18. Resolved, to strive to my utmost
every week to be brought higher in religion,
aid to-a higher exercise of grace, than I was
the week before.

19. Resolved, to be strictly and firmly
faithtul to my trust, that that in Prov. xx. 6.
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newed, - when I was received into the com-
munion of the church;- and which I have
solemnly made this twelfth day of January;
17228, - . P
 28." Resolved, never hence-forward, till T
die, to act as if I were any way my own,
but entirely and altogether God’s.s -agreeable
to what is tg be found in Saturday; Jan. 12.

29. Resolved, never to allow the least
measure of any fretring uneasiness. at my fa-
ther or mothier. Resolved to suffer no effects
of it, so much as in the least alteration of
speech, or motion of the eye : and to be espe-
cially careful of it with respect to any of our .
family. S

30. Resolved, to endeavor to my utmost -
to deny whatever is not. most agreeable to 2
good, and universally sweet and benevolent,
quiet, - peaceable, contented, easy, compas-
sionate, generous, humble, meek, modest,
submissive, obliging, diligent and industrious,
charitable, even, patient, moderate, forgiving,
sincere temper ; and to ‘do at all times what
such a‘temper would lead me to., Examine
strictly every week whether I have done so.

31. Resolved, constantly,, with the utmost
niceness and diligence, and the strictest gcru-
tiny, to be looking into the state of my soul,
that I rhay know whether I have truly an in-
terest ‘in Christ or no ; that when I come to
die, I may not have any negligence respecting
this to repent of. :



EXTRACTS. 249

& faithful man awhe can find ? may not bg
partly fulfilled in me. ' ‘

20. Resolved always to do what I can
towards making, maintaining, and establish-
ing ‘peace, when it can be without over-ba-
lancing detriment in other respects.

21. Resolved, in narrations, never to speak
any thing but the pure and simple verity.
22, Resolved, never to speak evil of any,
except I have some particular good call for it.

23. Resolved to enquire every night, as1

- am going tobed, wherein I have been neg-
ligent, what sin I have committed, and
wherein I have denied myself ; also at the
end of every week, month, and year..

24. Resolved, never to- speak any thing
that is ridiculous, or matter of laughter on
the Lord’s day. o :

25. Resolved, never to do any thing thgg
1 so much question the lawfulness of, as that
I intend at the same time, to consider and ex-
amine afterwards, whether it be lawful or no:
except I as much question the lawfulness of
the omission. -

« 26. Resolved, to ask myself at the end of
every day, week, month, and year, wherein
T could possibly in any respect have done
better. o .

27. Resolved, frequently. to renew “the
dedication of myself to God, which was
made at my baptism ; which I solemnly re-
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. 82 Resolved, I will act so as I think I
" shall judge would have been best, and most
* prudent, when I come into the future world.
88, I frequently hear persons in old age
say how they would live if they were to live
their lives over again: Resolved, that T will -
live just'so as I can think I shall wish I had
done, supposing I live to old age.

34, Whenevér I hear any thing spoken in

- conversation of any person, if I think it would
be praise-worthy in me, Resolved to endea-
vor to ‘imitate it,

85. Resolved, to endeavor to my utmost
to act-as I can thick I should do, if I had al-
ready seeni the happiness of heaven, and hell.
torments. :

36. Resolved never to give over, nor in
the least to slacken my sight with my corrup-
tions, however unsuccessful I may-be.

87. Resolved. when I fear misfortunes and
-adversities, to examine whether I have done
my duty, and resolveto do it; and let it be
just as Providence orders it, I will as far as
I can, be concerned about nothing but my

duty, and my sin.

88. Resolved never to do any thing but
duty ; and then according to Eph. vi, 6, 7, 8,
do it willingly and cheerfully as unto the.
Lord, and not to man; knowing that what-

ever good thing any man doth, the same shall
he receive of the Lord.




-

‘55~ EXTRACTS.

39, Resolved, very much to exercise my-
self in this all my life long, viz. with the
greatest openness I am capable of, declare my
ways to God, and lay open my soul to him:
all my sins, temptations, difficulties, sorrows,

fears, hopes, desires, and every thing; and -

every circumstance ; according to Dr. Man-
ton’s 27th sermon on the 119th psalm. ‘

40. Resolved, after afflictions, to enquire,
what I am the better for them, what good 1
have got by them, and what I might have got
by them. ‘

yYHE END-
-~
»



	Title page
	Preface
	Letter 1
	Letter 2
	Letter 3
	Letter 4
	Letter 5
	Letter 6
	Letter 7
	Letter 8
	Letter 9
	Letter 10
	Letter 11
	Letter 12
	Letter 13
	Letter 14
	Appendix
	Relation of the illness of my wife
	Ebenezer: a memorial

	More Letters
	Grace in the blade
	Grace in the ear
	Corn in the ear
	1. Man in his fallen state
	2. Man in his fallen state
	To a friend on his recovery
	To a friend on pleasures

	Extracts
	No. 1
	No. 2
	No. 3
	No. 4
	No. 5





